OVER 1,000 CLEARLY-DEFINED GRAMMATICAL TERMS
* P“ .

Oxtord

U LA B WP B G

DICTIONARY OF
English

Grammar

e

“alhe thet: ‘h&: .
B
- ';’-:ﬂishnﬂ .; ?% i
"&&;
2 noddd b B d

SYLVIA CHALKER AND EBMMUND WEINEM

jesex



OXFORD PAPERBACK REFERENCE

The Oxford Dictionary of

English Grammar

Sylvia Chalker is the author of several grammar books,
including Current English Grammar and The Linle
Oxford Dictionary of Englisk Grammar. She was also a ;
contribusor o The Oxford Companion to the English i
Language. !
Edmund Weiner is Deputy Chief Editor of the Oxford
English Dictionary and co-anthor {with Andrew
Delahunty} of the Oxford Guide to English Usage.

s sy o



Oxford

Paperback
Reterence

The most authoritative and up-to-date reference
books for both students and the general reader.

ABC of Music

Accounting

Allusions

Animal Behaviour

Archaeology

Architecture and Landscape
Architecture

Art and Artists

Art Terms

Arthurian Legend and
Literature®

Astronomy

Batties”

Better Wordpower

Bible

Biology

British History

British Place-Names

Buddhism

Business and Management

Card Games

Catchphrases

Celtic Mythelogy

Chemistry

Christian Art

Christian Church

Chronology of English
Literature

Chronology of Modern Words®

Classical Literature

Classical Myth and Religion

Classical Werld"

Computing

Contemporary World History

Countries of the World

Dance

Dynasties of the World

Earth Sciences

Ecology

Economics

Encyclopedia

Engineering®

English Etymology

English Folklore

English Grammar

English Language

English Literature

English Surnames

Euphemisms

Everyday Grammar

Finance and Banking

First Names

Food and Drink

Food and Nutrition

Foreign Words and Phrases

Geography

Humorous Quotations

Idioms

Internet

[stam

Kings and Queens of Britain
Language Toolkit

Law

Law Enforcement®

Linguistics

Literary Terms

Local and Family History

London Place-Names

Mathematics

Medical

Medicinal Drugs

Modern Design

Modern Quotations

Modern Slang

Music

Musical Terms

Musical Works

Nicknames

Nursing

Ologies and [sms

Philesophy

Phrase and Fable

Physics

Plant Sciences

Plays*

Pocket Fowler's Modern English
Usage

Political Quotations

Politics

Popes

Proverbs

Psychology

Quotations

Quatations by Subject

Reverse Dictionary

Rhymes"

Rhyming Slang

Saints

Science

Shakespeare

Ships and the Sea*

Slang

Sociology

Space Exploration

Statistics

Superstitions

Synonyms and Antonyms

Weather

‘Weights, Measures, and Units

Word Histories

World History

World Mythology

‘World Place-Names

World Religions

Zoology

*forthcoming



The Oxford Dictionary of
English
Grammar

SYLVIA CHALKER
EDMUND WEINER

Oxford New York
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS



OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Great Clarendon Street, Oxford 0x2 6pp

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford,
Tt furthers the University's objective of excellence in research, scholarship,
and education by publishing worldwide in

Oxford New York

Auckiand Cape Town Dar es Salsam Hong Keng Karachg

Kuala Lumpur Madrid Melbourne Mexico City Nairobi

New Dethi Shanghai Taipei Toronto

With offices in

Argentina Austria Brazil Chile Czech Republic France Greece
Guatemalz Hungary ltaly Japan Poland Portugal Singapore

South Kerea Switzerland Thailand Turkey Ukraine Vieynam

Oxford is a registered trade mark of Oxford University Press
in the UK and in certain other countries

Published in the United States
by Oxford University Press Inc., New York

© Syivia Chatker and Bdmund Weiner 1954

The moral rights of the authors have baen asserted
Database right Oxford University Press (maker}

First published 1994
First issued as an Oxford University Press paperback 1994
Reissued, with corrections, in new covers 1998

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be Teproduced,

stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means,
withoue the prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press,

or as expressly permitted by law, or under terms agreed with the appropriate
reprographics rights organization. Enduiries concerning repradiction
outside the scope of the above should be sent to the Righis Deparument,
Oxford University Press, at the address above

You must not circulare this book in any other binding or cover
and you must impose this same conditibn on any acquirer

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
Data available

ISBN-13: 978-0-19-280087-9
14

Printed in Great Britain by
Clays Ltd. St Tves plc



Contents

Introduction
Organization
DICTIONARY
List of Works Cited
List of Figures

Figures

vii

ix

433

443



Introduction

Grammar, etymologically speaking, is related to glamour. Though few
people might claim that grammar is glamorous in the modern sense,
there is considerable interest in English grammar today and no
shortage of grammar books, ranging from small basic books aimed
at children or elementary-level foreign learners, through more
advanced manuals to large scholarly works. The trouble is - they may
be about the same language, but they do not always speak the same
language. The very range of the grammar books on offer presents
problems.

There are many ways of describing grammar, and a wealth of
terminology. Some of it strikes the layman as jargon (disjunct, matrix,
pro-form, stative); other words appear ordinary enough but conceal
specialized meanings (assimilation, comment, focus, specific). Worse,
the same terms, old or new — comparison, formal, pronoun, reported
speech, root, stress — are used by different grammarians with different
meanings.

Such difficulties are not entirely avoidable. Any subject of study
needs specialist words. Different grammarians are entitled to analyse
language in different ways, and fresh viewpoints may call for new
terms. But while grammarians sometimes explain what they mean by a
new or unusual term, it is rarer for them to point out that they are
using an existing term in a different way. This is a cause of real
confusion. Another problem is that new terms may in the end turn out
simply to be alternatives for an old concept — a synonym in fact (e.g.
progressive, continuous),

We have tried in this dictionary to indicate the range and variety of
meanings that may lie behind a single term. The main emphasis is on
the terminology of current mainstream grammar, but we have also
included a considerable number of entries on the related areas of
speech and meaning — more grandly known as phonetics and seman-
tics. Users will also find some terms from generative grammar, which
has greatly influenced mainstream grammar in recent years — but some
of the more theoretical terminology of linguistics and semantics is
excluded. We have also on the whole excluded outdated grammatical
terminology, apart from a few traditional terms which may be familiar
to the general reader.

The authors would like to thank Professor Flor Aarts, of the
Katholicke Universiteit, Nijmegen, who read an early draft of the
book: his comments, we believe, have led to many improvements, but
the authors are alone responsible for any blemishes that remain. We

vii
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would also like to thank our families for their support, encourage-
ment, and, at times, forbearance.
5C

ESCW
London, Oxford 1993



Organization

1 Entries are strictly alphabetical. Thus:

agent

agentive
agentless passive
agent noun

2 Where two or more terms are syronyms, the definition appears under
the preferred term, usually with a reference to the alternative term, e.g.

folk etymology
... Also called popular etymology.

and the other term is cross-referenced, e.g.

popular etymology

The same as FOLK ETYMOLOGY.
3 Where a word is not a grammatical term in itself but forms part of
a phrase which is dealt with elsewhere, this is indicated, e.g.

act See SPEECH ACT.
4 Where a term is dealt with at the entry for some larger term, this
is indicated, e.g.

formulaic subjunctive See SUBJUNCTIVE.
5§ Where two or more terms are in a contrastive relationship, this is
stated at the beginning of both entries, e.g.

abstract . . .
... Contrasted with CONCRETE.

concrete . . .
... Contrasted with ABSTRACT,

6 See at the end of (part of) an entry indicates that further informa-
tion will be found at the entry indicated. Sometimes the user is
referred to a closely related word, e.g.

coordinate . . .
...See COORDINATION.

At other times the reference is to a ‘background’ concept, ¢.g.
fall-rise . . .
...See INTONATION.

7 Compare at the end of (part of) an entry indicates that although
the entry is complete, it may be useful to read entries for related or

ix



Organization

overlapping terms, or terms with which this term could be confused,
.8 :

abbreviated . . .

... Compare BLOCK LANGUAGE, REDUCED clause.

These particular entries show that certain types of language that might
reasonably be described as abbreviated are in fact given special labels.

8 Cross-references to other entries are given in small capitals. A
cross-reference to a phrase listed within an entry is given in a mixture
of small capitals (for the entry headword) and italics (for the remain-
der of the phrase), e.g. DUMMY element.

g Words are marked with part-of-speech labels (n. = noun, adj. =
adjective, v, = verb) only when they are used as more than one part
of speech.

10 Where part-of-speech labels are conjoined {e.g. (n. & adj.)), the
definition is framed so as to cover both uses, with parentheses
surrounding the part of the definition that applies to only one of the
two uses, €.g.

ditransitive
(n. & adj.) (A verb) having two objects.

which is equivalent to:
(n.) A verb having two objects. (adj.) Having two objects,

countable
(n. & adj.) (Designating) a noun with singular and plural forms.

which is equivalent to:
(n.) A noun with singular and plural forms,
(adj.) Designating a noun with singular and plural forms.

11 In certain entries for morphological terms, words and phrases
quoted as examples are given abbreviated dates indicating their earliest
known recorded appearance in English. In these, the number is that of
the century and the preceding E, M, L mean ‘early’, ‘mid’, and ‘late’
‘E19’ means ‘1800-1829°, ‘M19’ means 18301869, and ‘L19’ means
‘1870-1809°. OE means ‘Old English’ (before 1150), ME ‘Middle
English’ (1150-1349), and LME ‘late Middle English’ {(1350-1469).

12 In many entries, guetarions from works on language are given in
order to illustrate the use of the word being defined. Only the author’s
name and the date of the work are cited: foller details are given in the
List of Works Cited.

13 Derivatives of a headword are listed undefined at the end of the
entry if their meaning is plain once that of the parent word is known
and if they are not found in special phrasal combinations.



A

A
ADVERBIAL as an ELEMENT of clause structure,

The symbol is used in some modern analyses of clause structure. See ADVER-
BIAL (I1).

abbreviated

Shortened or contracted so that a part stands for the whole.

1 Designating language, or a clause or sentence, in which words inessential
to the message are omitted and the grammar sometimes deviates from
standard rules.

This is a very general term, since individuals will vary in how severely they
abridge and exactly how they do it, when, for example, writing diaries or
making lecture notes for private use.

Abbreviated sentences of a more predictable kind are a frequent feature of
informal writing and conversation. Here the subject and part of the verb are
often omitted.

Having a woanderful time here

See you soon

All news then )

More tea? (= Would you like . . .7, Do you want . .7}

Abbreviated language overlaps with ELLIPSIs, but has fewer ‘rules’. More-
over, there is no need for the ‘missing words’ to be ‘recoverable’.

Labels and printed instructions, too, often use abbreviated language; and here
not only subjects but objects also are typically omitted, e.g.

Contains natural herb extracts
Avoid getting into the eyes

Other forms of abbreviated language appear in titles, notices, and newspaper
headlines.

Compare BLOCK LANGUAGE, REDUCED clause.
2 abbreviated clause: the same as REDUCED clause.
3 abbreviated form: the same as CONTRACTION (2).

abbreviation

A shortened form of a word or phrase, standing for the whole.
This term is applied in three different ways.



abbreviation

{a} A string of letters—often spoken as such-—formed from the initial letters
of the (main) words of 2 phrase. Also called INITIALISM.

BBC  (British Broadeasting Corporation)
CBI  (Confederation of British Industry)
ERM (Exchange Rate Mechanism)

OTT (over the top)

PC (personal computer)

UK (United Kingdom)

Sometimes the letters represent syllables of a word,

1D (identity or idensification card)
TB (tuberculosis)

(6) A word (sometimes called a cLIPPING) standing for the whole, retaining
at least one syllable of the original word.

ad {advertisernent) (M1g)

demo  (demonstration) (Mz2o)

fu {influenza) (M19)

pub {public house) (M1g)

phone  (telephone) (L19)

sitcom  {situation comedy) {M20)

Clippings vary in their level of formality; mike (microphone) and wellies
(wellington bools) are at the informal end of the scale. Other abbreviations
are acceptable in formal contexts, e.g. hus (omnibus), maths (US math)
{mathematics); or their origin may even be virtually forgotten, e.g. mob (from
Latin mobile vulgus).

(¢) A written convention which is unpronounceable in its shortened form.
This includes abbreviations of personal titles, e.g. Col, Dr., Mrs.. Sgt., etc.
Also

St (street or saint) ete.  (etcelera) MS. (manuscript)
Fr.  (French) kg  (kilogram)
Gk. (Greek) rpt.  (repeat)

There are a few special written conventions for plurals:

pp. (pages) MSS. {manuscripts)

A (following pages)
Written Latin abbreviations are sometimes read out in their English equival-
ents, but some are only pronounced as letter strings, ¢.g.

eg. (exempli gratia) (for example, /i 'dsiv/)
ie. (id est) (that is, /a1i/)
of. (confer) (compare, /si: 'ef/)

a.m. and p.m. (ante and post meridiem: I'ex em/, /'pi: em/).

Chemical formulae and other symbols can be regarded as a special type of
abbreviation.

H,0 (water) & (and) - (minus)
Fe  (iron) + (plus)
Compare ACRONYM, BLEND, CONTRACTION, INITIALISM,

2



absolute
ability
One of the semantic categories used in the classification of modal verbs.
The term is particularly applied to the dynamic meaning of can and could. It

contrasts with other meanings of these verbs such as PERMISsION and
POSSIBILITY.

ablative

(n. & adj.} (In older grammar.} (A case) that expresses meanings such as by,
with, or from.

This case, occurring and originally named in Latin, is not relevant to English,
where such meanings are expressed by prepositional phrases. The correspond-
ing semantic categories include AGENT, INSTRUMENT, MEANS. The nearest
equivalent in English to the ablative absolute of Latin is the ABSOLUTE
CLAUSE.

Compare CASE,

ablaut

(In historical linguistics.) A particular type of alternation of different internal
vowels between related words or forms. Also called gradation, vowel alterna-
fton.
This term was taken over from the German philologist and folklorist Jacob
Grimm, who used it in his Deutsche Grammatik, first published in 1819. It is
a phenomenon common to all the Inde-European languages, which retains a
functional role in English in the formation of the past tense and participle of
irregular verbs. Several of the Common Germanic ablaut series are still
perceptible in the paradigms

ride rode ridden

drink drank drunk

speak spoke spoken

shake shook shaken

fall fell fallen
Compare MUTATION.

The term is occasionally extended to cover umlaut or MUTATION as well, but
historically the two are different phenomena.

See VOWEL CHANGE.

absolute

1 Used to describe the uninflected form of a GRADABLE adjective or adverb
(e.g. kind, soon) in contrast to the comparative and superlative forms (kinder,
kindest, sooner, soonest). The same as POSITIVE (2).

2 Non-gradable. Sec GRADABLE.

3 Used of the mine series of pronouns, contrasted with the my-type of
determiners.



absolute clause

4 (In older usage.) Designating an adjective ot verb when standing outside
certain wsual constructions or syntactic relationships, as:
{a) designating an adjective used without a noun as a nominal {e.g. the
poor,
(b} designating a normally transitive verb used intransitively (e.g. Have you
eaten?), and
(c) designating a comparative or superlative form of an adjective used without
specific mention of a relationship (e.g. I only want the best).
1931 G. O. CurME The absolute comparative is not as common as the absolute
supetlative . . higher education; a better-class cafe.

See also ABSOLUTE CLAUSE,
& absolutely (in older usage, as 4{a) above.)

1884 New English Dictionary In ‘the public are informed’, ‘the young are invited’,
public and young are adjectives used absolutely.

absolute clause

A non-finite or verbless clause containing its own subject, separated from the
rest of the sentence by a comma (or commas) and not introduced by a
subordinator.

A verb, if used, can be an -ing or an -en form.

The fight to board the train—the women crushed against the doors, the children

desperately clutching their mothers—repeated itself at this provincial station

The platform empty once more, | settled down for the night
Except for a few set phrases (weather permitting, present company excepted)
absolute clauses tend to be formal and written. If the subject is a pronoun it
must be in subject, not object, case (e.g. I refusing to go, Nicholas went alone)
50 absolute clauses are somettmes called nominative absolfutes. (This contrasts
with the “ablative absolute® of Latin grammar, where the comparable noun is
in the ablative case.)

abstract

Used mainly of nouns that denote an action, idea, quality or state; contrasted
with CONCRETE.

The traditional division of common nouns into abstract and concrete nouns is
semantic. It therefore cuts across the more strictly grammatical classification
into UNCOUNT and COUNT nouns, and as 2 way of trying to deal with
syntactic differences is unsatisfactory.

The abstract label does fit many uncount nouns (e.g. Everybody needs
advice/funuck, not *an advice/*funsi*two lucks). But absiract nouns also
include count nouns (e.g. We had an idea/another guarrel/betier solutions, not
*We had idea/quarrellbetter solution). Other abstract nouns have both count
and uncount uses {e.g. several importani discoveriesfan important discovery, a
voyage of discovery).

4



acceptability

accent

1 Linguistics. The mode of utterance peculiar to an individual, locality, or
nation, as in ‘he has a north country/Irish/Scottish/American/French/German
accent’.

Accents in Britain may be regional or social, the latter related to educational
and cultural background. Linguists insist that everyone speaks with an accent,
and that the standard RP accent (see RECEIVED PRONUNCIATION) is just
one among many. Accent refers only to pronunciation and is distinct from
DIALECT.

See also IDIOLECT.

2 Phonetics.

(a} The same as STRESS.

{b) Stress (in its narrower sense) accompanied by pitch change.

Loosely, accent and siress, and their associated pairs of terms (accented,
stressed, etc.) are used interchangeably. But some phoneticians distinguish
between accent, defined as including PITCH change, and stress, which is due
to the amount of force or energy used to produce a sound, but which does not
include a pitch change. By this sort of definition, accent can only occur on a
stressed syllable (whereas stress may not involve accent).

See PITCH, STRESS.

* accentual: relating to (phonetic) accent, particularly in the sense of word

stress (rather than nuclear pitch),
1962 A. C. Gimson The accentual patterns of words are liable to change. Consider-
able changes of this kind have taken place within the last three hundred years, in
addition to the large-scale accentual shifts affecting French importations in ME.
Thus, in the seventeenth century, and still in American English, a secondary accent
with a strong vowel fell on the penultimate syllable of such words as mecessary,
adversary, montentary.

accentuation: the occurrence of accent (in the sense of pitch change).

1973 J. D. O’ConNNOR Accentuation . . is a feature of the utterance, giving pro-
minence to those parts which are semantically important; stress is a feature of the
word and is just as much a part of its shape as the sequence of constituent phonemes
15. The two are certainly related in those languages which have stress as a word
feature, even though it is fixed, because the features of pitch which mainly constitute
accentuvation centre around the naturally stressed syliable of the word to be accented.

acceptability

Of a language form or an utterance: the quality of being judged by native
speakers as normal or possible.

(a) Native speakers may disagree over whether a particular utterance is
grammatically acceptable or not. An individual’s judgement of acceptability
may be affected by personal, regional, or social background, by perceptions
of ‘correctness’, and so on. For example, judgements differ over the accept-
ability of:



nccldence

? You ain’t seen nothing yet.

? She was realizing there was a problem.

? The house was building for three years.

? We convinced them to go.

? Either Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday would suit me.

{&) Linguists make a distinction between acceptabitity and GRAMMATIC-
ALITY, since sentences may be grammatically correct according to the rules,
but unacceptable for some other reason. For example, a properly constructed,
grammatically correct sentence could be so long that it becomes unacceptable
because it is virtually impossible to understand. In this sense, acceptability is
related to actual performance, while grammaticality is a feature of (more
idealized) COMPETENCE.

Acceptability can extend to word formation. Thus, although the suffix -ish,
meaning ‘somewhat like’, ‘somewhat’, combines with concrete nouns
{e.g. foolish, snobbish, kittenish) and adjectives {e.g. coldish, pinkish), there
could be degrees of acceptability as regards words newly formed with this
suffix (e.g. Tvuppyish, *idiotish, Mrendyish, M aquamarinish).

e acceptable,

1962 A. C. GiMson Any strongly relled [r] sound, whether lingual or wvular, is not
acceptable in RP.

1988 R. QuIrK Characters in Dickens can use an’t or ain’t for ‘isn’t” without any hint
that such forms are other than fully acceptable.

accidence
(In older grammar.) The part of grammar that deals with the inflections of
words; the way words change to indicate different grammatical meanings.
This category traditionally contrasts with syNTAX. For example, the differ-
ences between

drive, drives, driving, drove, and driven
or between

driver, driver’s, drivers, and drivers’
would come under accidence in a traditional grammar. In more modern
grammar, the term has been superseded by INFLEC TION, which, together with
DERIVATION, is dealt with under MORPHOLOGY.
Apparently accidence was an alteration of accidents (plural), used around
1600 to mean ‘the changes to which words are subject in accordance with the
relations in which they are used’, translating the Latin neuter plural accidentia;
although it is possible that the latter was misunderstood as a feminine singular
noun and tendered accidence.

accusative

(n. & ad).) (In older grammar.) The same as OBJECTIVE (1).

A traditional term, somewhat out of favour today as far as English is
concerned.



acronym

acoustic phonetics
That branch of phonetics concerned with the way in which the air vibrates as
sounds pass from speaker to listener.

Acoustic phonetics involves the measuring of sound features with instruments
and electronic equipment that then present the information in visua! form.

Compare ARTICULATORY phonetics, AUDITORY PHONETICS,

acquisition
Linguistics. The process of learning a language.

The term child language acquisition is used in descriptions of how children
develop language ability.

See LANGUAGE ACQUISITION DEVICE.

acrolect

Sociolinguistics,

1 Originally, in a post-creole community, the social dialect most closely
resembling the standard language from which the creole is derived.

2 The most prestigious or *highest’ social variety of a language.

The term is sometimes used in connection with mother-tongue English speakers.
Thus standard British English with an RP accent may be considered an
acrolect (unless the additional term HYPERLECT is introduced). It is also used
of varieties of English in regions where English is a second (or third) language.

1977 L. T. PLaTT I feel that in the case of Singapore English. . a very distinct
non-British English acrolect is gradually emerging.

Compare BASILECT, HYPERLECT, MESOLECT.
e acrolectal.

acronym

Morphology.
1 Strictly, a word formed from (a) the initial letters of other words, or from
(b) a mixture of initials and syllables.
E.g.
(@) NATO (=North Atlantic Treaty Organization)
NIMBY (=not in my back yard)
TINA (=there is no alternative)
(b) radar {=radio detection and ranging}
yuppie (—young urban professional + diminutive ending).
Sometimes included in the general term ABBREVIATION.
2 More loosely, an ABBREVIATION pronounced as a string of letters, espe-

cially letters that stand for the name of an organization or institution, ¢.g.
BBC, USA.



act

This usage may be due to the fact that the specific term for this type of
abbreviation (INITIALi1SM) is not widely known,

act Sece SPEECH ACT.

action

The process of acting or doing expressed by a verb.
Traditionally and loosely the term is used of any verb.
1884 New English Dictionary Action of a verb, verbal action: The action expressed by
a verb; properly of verbs which assert acting, but conveniently extended to the rhing
asserted by a verh, whether action, state, or mere existence, as I strike, I stand, 1 live,
I am.
Traditionally, transitive verbs used in an active tense are said to act upon their
objects, which are given the role of ‘patient’. But the concept is out of favour
in modern grammatical theory, since obviously many verbs do not in any
meaningful way imply actors, actions, or patients (e.g. [ heard screams, Hes
contracted hepatitis).

actional

Of a passive verbal form: expressing a dynamic action rather than a state.
The usual meaning of most central passive verbs. Conirast STATAL.

action verb

A verb (also called an event verb) describing a happening that occurs in
a limited time and has a beginning and an end. Contrasted with 2 STATE VERB.
e.g. arrive, make, listen, walk.

The terms action and event, used to describe verbs, are popular equivalents for
DYNAMIC (sense 1) (similarly stare verb is popularly substituted for stative
verb). The alternative labels are not however strictly synonymous, since the
verb in { am growing ofd, being in a progressive tense, must be described as
dynamic, but less obviously denotes either an action or an event.

Compare DYNAMIC, STATIVE,

active

I (n & adi.) (Designating) the vo1cE that attributes the AcTioN of a verb to
the person or thing from which it logically proceeds. As an adjective, often
applied 1o clauses and sentences containing a verb in the active voice, and even
to the verb itself.

The verbs in

The sun rises in the east

The early bird caught the worm
are in the active voice, in conirast to the PASSIVE vo1ce Many verbs, e.g.
intransitive verbs, can occur only in the active.

8



adjectival

1985 R. QUIRK et al. There are greater restrictions on verbs occurring in the passive
than on verbs occurring in the active,

2 active verb: (in older usage) the same as ACTION VERB.

actor

The logical subject of a verb, particularly a dynamic verb.

The term is a semantic label, and roughly means the ‘doer’ of the verb, the
person or other animate being that does the action. Broadly, the term can be
used in relation to both transitive and intransitive verbs. It describes the
subject of an active transitive verb and the by-AGeNT of the corresponding
passive sentence. Thus the old lady is the actor both in The old lady swallowed
@ fly (which can be described in terms of actor-action-goal) and in The fly was
swallowed by the old lady), actor can also designate the grammatical subject of
an intransitive verb (e.g. Little Tommy Tucker sings for his supper).

The term clearly makes more sense when restricted to a ‘doer’ that in a real
sense initiates an action, than when applied to the subject of some ‘mental
process’ verb (e.g. She didn’t like it), or to a verb of *being’ (e.g. She was old).
Some analysts therefore restrict the term and would exclude the old lady if her
action was unintentional and involuntary.

Compare EXPERIENCER, SENSER,

adjectival

(n. & adj.) (A word, phrase, or clause) functioning as an adjective (including
single word adjectives). e.g.

guide price

the greenhouse effect

the man in rhe white suit

an {'m-all-right-Jack attitude

Don't be so holier-than-thou

Some grammarians would loosely use the word adjective 1o describe all these,
but it is sometimes useful to distinguish between true single-word adjectives
and other words functioning adjectivally in a particular context.

Note that the terms adjectival and adverbial are not entirely comparable.
Adverbial can denote one of the main elements in clause structure (the others
being subject, verb, object, and complement), ic., it is often a functional label.
Adjectivals operate at a lower level, often as part of a noun phrase (which
itself may function as subject or object). An adjectival may in some instances
be the sole realization of complement (e.g. You look hungry), but the
adjectival as such is not a functional element in clause structure.

e ¢ adjectival clause: the same as ADJECTIVE CLAUSE (1).

adjectival noun: (in older usage) an adjective used as a noun.
e.g.

the poor

the old



adjectivalization

Compare ABSOLUTE (4).
adjectival passive: the same as STATAL passive.
o adjectivally: in an adjectival manner, as an adjective.

adjectivalization

Morphology. The conversion of a member of another word class into an
adjective; the use of such a word in an adjectival function.

The commonest way of forming an adjective from another part of speech is
by adding an affix {e.g. wealth, wealthy; fool, foolish, hope, hopeful).

A well-known feature of English is the use of nouns in attributive position to
modify other nouns (e.g. greenhouse effect, holiday shop, wind instrument. This
usage 100 can be called adjecrivalization, but such nouns do not take on the
other characteristics of an adjective (*The effect is greenhouse; *a more holiday
shop).

adjective
A major part of speech, traditionally defined as a describing word or "a word
that tells us something about a noun’.

In modern grammar adjective is usually defined in more grammatical terms.
Formally, a CENTRAL adjective meets four grammatical conditions. It can

(1) be used attributively in a noun phrase (e.g. an old man)

(2) follow be or another copular verb and occur zlone in a predicative position {c.g.
He looks old)

(1) be premodified by intensifying words such as very {e.g. He's very old)

(4) have comparative and superlative forms (e.g. an older person, most extraordinary)

But not all adjectives pass all these tests. Adjectives with an absolute (i.e.
ungradable) meaning fail (3) and {(4) {e.g. *very unigue, *more unigue than .. .),
while adjectives which are only aitributive (e.g. urter) or only predicative (e.g.
afraid) fail (2) and (1) respectively.
Adjectives other than attributive-only adjectives can sometimes take PosT-
POSITION:
people impatient with the slow progress of the talks
and for a few adjectives this position is obligatory:
the president efect, the bady politic, the hachour proper
Adjectives used with indefinite compound pronouns must follow them:
nothing special, someone silly

Some adjectives are used with the, to function as a noun phrase. Used of
people, the meaning is plural, ‘people of that sort’ in general:

the grear and the good, the poer, the disadvantaged

but notice the Almighty. (A few participles also can, exceptionally, have
singular meaning, e.g. the accused, the deceased.)

Other adjectives, prefaced by the, refer to abstract qualities, e.g.
the bizarre, the grotesque, the aceuls
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adiective order

Some are used nominally in set phrases:
in public, in short, for better or worse

Historically, adjectives were once called noun adjectives because they named
attributes which could be added (Latin adjectivus from adjicere to add) to a
noun substantive to describe it in more detail, the two being regarded as
varieties of the class noun or ‘name’.

1612 J. BRINSLEY (. How many sorts of Nouns have you? 4. Two: a Noun
Substantive, and a Noun Adjective. A noun adjective is that cannot stand by itself,
without the help of another word to be joyned with it to make it plain.

See also DEMONSTRATIVE adjective, QUALITATIVE adjective.

adjective clause

1 €ommonly, another name for RELATIVE clause.
1932 C. T. ONIONs Adjective Clauses are introduced by Relative Pronouns.
2 A phrase, with an adjective head, which functions as a clause.

Keen to take part, he volunteered his services
The crowd, angry now, charged at the police

adjective complementation

A word or words added after an adjective to add to or complete the meaning
in context.

Adjective complementation may be (@) a prepositional phrase

They were innocent aof the crime
She is brilliant a¢ chess

or (b) various kinds of clause
[ am sorry that you don't like it
We were not very clear why we had been asked
You were mad to tell them
It's a very easy place to find
I've been busy answering letters
Such complementation may be obligatory, e.g.
She is fond of her mother (*She is fond)
ot optional, e.g.
I am so glad (that you got the job)

adjective order

The order in which two or more adjectives come in attributive position.

When two or more adjectives premodify a noun, there is usually a *natural’ or
a ‘better” order for them. Your wonderful new cream woollen jumper is likely;
*your woollen new cream wonderful jumper is deviant. It has proved difficult
to formulate comprehensive, satisfactory rules to describe the ordering, and
there are ofilen alternative possibilities, but in general the order is related to
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adjective phrase

the semantic properties of the adjectives: inherent characteristics (e.g. woollen)
are closest to the noun and subjective judgements (¢.g. wonderful) are furthest
from it.
A typical order is:

determiness (if any) (your)

‘central’ adjectives (wonderfullexpensivelusefil)

colour adjectives (cream)

inherent characteristics —origin { Welsh)

—material (woollen)
attributive noun describing purpose (goifing) jacket

adjective phrase

A phrase functioning adjectivally, and consisting of an adjective as HEAD plus,
optionally, words before and/or after.

e.g.
It was very difficuli!/too difficult to understandisimple enough.
Compare ADJECTIVAL, ATTRIBUTIVE.

adjunct

1 (In older usage.) Any word or words expanding the essential parts of the
sentence; an optional, inessential, element in a structure,

The term has been variously used for words or phrases considered to be of
secondary importance, including vocatives, adjectives joined to nouns, and
also some adverbs.

In Jespersen’s terminology it describes the functional role of a SECONDARY
joined to a PRIMARY by JUNCTION,

1933b O. JESPERSEN A secondary can be joined to a primary in two essentially
different ways, for which we use the terms Juncrion and Nexus. As separate names for
the secondary in these two functions we shall use the tetms Adjuncs and Adnex.
In this usage, the term adjunct typically applies to an adjective in attributive
position {e.g. a silly person).
2z (In present-day use, more specifically.) An element functioning like an
adverb, whether a single-word adverb, an adverb phrase, or an adverb clause;
sometimes the same as ADVERBIAL.

Adjuncts in this sense are of course usually marginal to sentence structure and
therefore omissible. Thus in Sadly, my neighbour died two months ago, both
sadly and two months ago could be omitted, leaving a still grammatical,
meaningful sentence.

3 (In some modern grammar.) A particular subclass of adverbial, contrasted
with CONJUNCT, DISJIUNCT, and (optionally) SUBJUNCT.
In this categorization, only adverbials functioning as an element of clause
structure {(represented as A) are adjuncts. By this definition, cleariy is an
adjunct in the first sentence below, but not in the second:
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adverd

He spoke clearly and to the point

Clearly, I could be wrong
Adverbial adjuncts of this special type often refer to place, time, or process
(including manner, means, instrument, and the agentive with the passive). In
general, these adjuncts come in end position, after the verb (and object, if
any). But other positions are possible, and frequency adjuncts usually come in
mid position (e.g. they usually come).
Adjuncts are sometimes divided on more functional grounds into PREDICA-
TigN and SENTENCE adjuncts.

adnex

{In Jespersen’s terminology.) The functional role of a SECONDARY when
joined to a PRIMARY by NEXUS. See ADIUNCT.
This means a verb or some other part of the predication.
1933a ‘0. JESPERSEN The dog runs, nexus: runs . . . is adnex to deg.
1933b O. JESPERSEN The adnex may be any word or combination of words which can
stand as a predicative . . e.g. a prepositiona! group. Could she have believed hersell
in the way? .
The term is not in general use today. Compare SECONDARY and see SEN-
TENCE ADJUNCT.

adnominal

{n. & adj.) (A word or phrase) attached to and modifying a noun.

Adnominals can precede or follow their head noun, and with it they form a
noun phrase, e.g.

our wonderful new home

a country cottage

my parents’ flat

somewhere fo live

a place of one’s own
& ¢ adnominal relative clause: an ordinary relative clause, whether defining or
non-defining (so calied because it functions in the same way as other adnominais):

houses that we've looked at
Sandringham House, which we visited

The label is not common, but is used to distinguish this type of clause from
the so-called NOMINAL RELATIVE CLAUSE {when that is not included with the
noun clause, as it is in many analyses).

advanced RP See RECEIVED PRONUNCIATION.

adverb

A major part of speech: a word that usually modifies or qualifies a verb
(e.g. spoke quietly), an adjective (e.g. really awful), or another adverb (e.g.
very quietly).
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adverb clause

Adverbs form a notoriously mixed word class. Traditionally they are divided
inte various meaning-related categories, such as manner (e.g. hurriedly), place
(e.g. there), time (e.g. soon, often, temorrow), and degree (e.g. very). Some
grammarians analyse them in much greater detail, and some have described
categories that distinguish them according to different grammatical functions.
See ADJUNCT, CONJUNCT, DISJUNCT, SUBJUNCT.

Loosely, in popular grammar, the term adverd is often used to cover ADVERB
PHRASES and ADVERBIALS in general. More strictly, where the latter terms
are used, adverb may be restricted to single words fonctioning adverbially.

See SENTENCE ADVERB.

adverb clause

Any clause (finite, non-finite, or verbless) functioning adverbially, that is,
expressing notions such as time, reason, condition, concession, etc.:

I'll come when I'm ready

They succeeded because they persevered

Don’t do i, unless you're sure

Althaugh injured, he struggled on

While travelling, he contracted jaundice

Make it Thursday, if possible
In more traditional usage, only the finite clauses (i.e. the first three examples)
would be included here.
Adverh (or adverbial) clauses are often classified on semantic grounds into

such categories as clauses of TIME, PLACE, CONDITION, CONCESSION,
PURPOSE, RESULT, COMPARISON, MANNER, and COMMENT.

adverbial

(n.) 1 (In some modern grammar.} One of the five elements of clauvse structure
(symbolized by A), comparable to Subject (5), Verb (V), Object (O), and
Complement (C).
In this sense, the adverbial may be a word, phrase, or clause:

You've done that (very) well (indeed): SVOA

Hang your coat on a hanger: VOA

They arrived the Sunday before last: SVA

When you've guite finished, we can begin: ASV

Though disappointed, she said nothing: ASVQ
The adverbial is the most optional element of clause structure. Subject and
verb are usually essential, and many verbs make some sort of object or
complement obligatory, Only a few verbs force the use of an adverbial
(*Hangi*put your coat).
2 Any word, phrase, or clause used like an adverb (including the simple
adverb alone) whether functioning as an element in ciause structure {i.e. as an
adjunct) or at some other level.

Compare:
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alfected

She dresses simply
That was a simply dreadful thing to say

In the first sentence simply modifies the verb and is an adverbial element in
the sentence (which has an overall pattern of SVA). 1o the second, simply is
part of a noun phrase (a simply dreadful thing to say, which functions as a
complement (making the sentence SVC).

(adi.}) Of or pertaining to an adverb; functioning like an adverb.
1872 R. MORR!S5 In Elizabethan writers we find the adverbial -/y often omitted, as
‘grievous sick’, ‘miserable poor’,

o ¢ adverbial clause: the same as ADVERB CLAUSE.

adverbial group: the same as ADVERB PHRASE (I).

adverbial conjunction: see CONJUNCTION.

adverbial particle: sec PARTICLE.

adverbial phrase: the same as ADVERB PHRASE.

e adverbially.

adverbialization

The process of forming an adverb from another part of speech,

Adding -ly to an adjective is the most obvious example of this process (e.g.
hud/badly, pretty/prettily). Another affix with the same result is -wise (e.g.
Jobwise “as regards jobs or a job’).

adverb particle Sce PARTICLE.

adverb phrase
1 A phrase functioning as an adverbial in clause structure and containing an
udverb as head:

He speaks very quickly indeed
We were able to use the pool as often as we wished

Notice the postmodification in the second example by a clause of comparison.
2 A phrase functioning as an adverbial, whether it contains an adverb or not:

We'll be with you in a moment
They arrived last night

These would be classified as adverbials in many grammars.

uflected

Semantics. Influenced, acted upon: used to describe the typical semantic role
of the direct object.

The direct objects in the following are said to have an affected role;

[ love Lucy
Lucy Locket lost her pocket
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affective

GOAL, OBJECTIVE, and PATIENT are sometimes used in this way, but distinc-
tions are sometimes made.
In some theories about semantic roles, the subjects of COPULAR verbs, and
even of INTRANSITIVE verbs, are said to have an affected role, e.g.

Lucy was in the garden

Her hat lay on the seat beside her
Compare RECIPIENT.

affective
The same as ATTITUDINAL and EMOTIVE.

affirmative

Of a sentence or verb: stating that a fact is so; answering ‘yes’ to a question
put or implied. Opposed to NEGATIVE,

In some grammars the term POSITIVE is used with the same meaning.
Compare POLARITY,

affix

Morphology. An addition to the root (or base form} of a word or to a stem in
order to form a new word or a new form of the same word.

An affix added before the root is a PREFIX (e.g. un-natural, over-weight); one
added at the end is a SUFFix {natural-ness. weight-less-ness). Affixes may be
derivational (gardener) or inflectional (gardens).

Some non-European languages also have infixes, additions inserted within the
main base of the word. In English the way in which the plural -s comes in the
middle of some compounds (e.g. hangers-on) or in a few cases a swearword
can be inserted within a word (¢.g. abso-bloody-lutely) are perhaps marginal
cxamples of this phenomenon.

See also DERIVATION, FORMATIVE, INFLECTION, MORPHEME.

o affixation: {Morphoiogy) the joining of an affix or affixes to (the root or
stem of} a word.

affricate

Phonetics. (n. & adj.) (A consonant sound) that combines the articulatory
characteristics of a PLOSIVE and a FRICATIVE, there is a complete closure in
the vocal tract, so that the following release is a plosive, but the release is slow
enough for there to be accompanying friction.
Two affricates are recognized in standard English: [tf], the voiceless sound
heard at the beginning and end of church, in the middle of feature /firfa/, and
at the end of catch; and [d3], the voiced sound at the beginning of gin and jam,
in the middle of soldier /'sauldza/, and the beginning and end of judge.
1988 J. C. CATFORD It thus appears that the [3] in [d3] is indissolubly linked with the
[d] and the sequence musi thus be regarded as a single, unitary affricate phoneme.
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agentless passive

Controversially, /tv/ and /dr/ are sometimes analysed as affricates rather than
sequences of phonemes.

o affricative: another term for AFFRICATE, now rare.

agent

The doer of the action denoted by a verb.

The term is particularly applied to the ‘doer’, in semantic terms, of the action
expressed by a passive verb because in such a case the grammatical subject is
not the doer, as the subject of an active verb often is. The agent is often
indicated with a by phrase:

The two were kidnapped by masked terrorists

The child was saved by the dog
The agent is typically animate. In popular grammar, agen: contrasts prin-
cipally with INSTRUMENT and MEANS; in Case Grammar, the agen: (or
AGENTIVE) case is one of a set.

Compare ACTOR.

agentive

Syntax & Semantics. (n. & adj.) {Designating) a noun, suffix, or semantic role
that indicates an agent.

In the phrase this great ceiling by Michelangelo, Michelangelp is agentive (the
agent) and by Michelangelo is an agentive phrase. In the words doer, farmer,
and /over there is an agentive suffix, -er {which contrasts with the comparative
suffix -er in kinder, nicer).

1964 J. VacHEK The comparative suffix -er does not imply the change of the
word-category of the basic word, while the agentive -er necessarily does so.

Verbs in context can be described as agentive or non-agentive. An agentive verb
posits an animate instigator of the action. Contrast
The postman banged on the door (agentive verb)
The door was banging in the wind (non-agentive verb)
In Case Grammar the agentive case is defined semantically (together with
OBIECTIVE, DATIVE, etc.), and so the subject of an active verb is frequently
(though not always} agentive (the agent). This is a specialized use.
1968 C. J. FILLMORE The cases that appear to be needed include: Agensive (A),
the case of the typically animate perceived instigator of the action identified by the
verb. :

agentless passive

A passive clause or sentence in which no agent is mentioned. -

The agent is not mentioned because either it is unimportant or unknown, e.g.
Rome was not built in a day, or the identity of the agent is deliberately
concealed, e.g. Mistakes cannot afterwards be rectified.
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agent noun

agent noun

A noun with the meaning ‘one who or that which does (the action of the
verb)’, and formed by adding the suffix -er or -or to a verb.

e.g.
actor, instructor, manufacturer, teacher, worker

Some agent nouns are inanimate (e.g. computer, shocker) and some have no
independent base {e.g. author, butcher).. .

agglutinative See ANALYTIC.

aggregate noun

A noun that is ‘plural-only’ in form (e.g. owtskirts, remains) or functionally
plural-only, though lacking an -5 (e.g. people, police).

A few aggregate nouns can take singular or plural verbs (e.g. the works is/are in
Bimingham). Compare COLLECTIVE NOUN, PLURALE TANTUM,

agree

Be in concord; take the same number, gender, person, etc. (as another element
in the clause or sentence},

See AGREEMENT.

agreement

The agreeing of two (or more) elements in a clause or sentence; the taking of
the same grammatical person, number, or gender; CONCORD.

In English, the most generally recognized agreement {(or concord) is that
between a subject and its verb. As verbs have few inflections, this maialy
affects the third person of the present simple of lexical verbs, where the
singular -s ending contrasts with the plural and with the other persons of the
singular (e.g. He or she works, but I, we, you, they work). The verbs be and
have, and progressive and perfect tenses formed with them (I am working, She
has worked), also must agree with their subjects.
Prescriptivists favour strict grammatical agreement. But notional concord,
where agreement follows the meaning, is a common feature of English, and
acceptable to most grammarians:

Everybody knows this, don't they?

Neither of them approve (more strictly approves)

The committee have decided ... has...)

£10 is all | have
A minor type of verb agreement, called proximity agreement (or proximity
concord), is the agreement of the verb with a closely preceding noun instead
of the noun head that actually functions as subject of the sentence in question.

Such agreement may be marginally acceptable when it supports notional
concord, but is generally considered ungrammatical;
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allomorph

?No one except my parents care what happens to me

MA parcel of books have arrived for you :
Number agreement also normally exists between subject and subject comple-
ment (e.g. She is a pilot; They are pilots) and between a direct object and an
object complement (¢.g. I consider her a brilliant pilot, I consider them brilliant
pifots).
Number and gender agreement affects pronouns and determiners, e.g.

He has lost Ais umbrella

She blames herself

There were many problems and much heartsearching

alr-stream mechanism

Phonetics. The system of air movement used in the production of speech
sounds.

Most speech sounds, including all normal English phonemes, involve expelling
air outwards in an egressive air stream. (Sounds made by drawing air into the
body are INGRESS1VE.) Most sounds are also made with lung air (a pulmonic
wir stream), but other air mechanisms are possible: compare CLICK.

nlethic
Necessarily and logically true.

The term, taken from modal logic, comes from the Greek word alethes ‘true’,
and is concerned with the necessary truth of propositions. It is sometimes used
in the analysis of modal verbs, though most grammarians include this meaning
in kpisTEMIC. The distinction between alethic and epistemic modality, when it
Iy made, is that alethic meodality is concerned with logical deduction (e.g. If
she’s a widow, her husband must have died), whereas epistemic modality relates
¢ confident inference (e.g. They were married over fifty years—she must miss
him).

allograph
1 A particular printed or written form of a letter of the alphabet (or more
technically of a GRAPHEME).

Thus a lower-case {a}, a capital (A), an italic {(g), and a badly scribbled letter
o dre all allographs of the same grapheme.

('ompare GRAPH, PHONEME.

3 Phonetics. (Less usually.) One of a number of letters or letter combinations
representing a phoneme.

Thus the {f} of fisk and the {(gh) of cough are both allographs of the phoneme /f/.

sllomorph

Morphology. An alternant of a morpheme; any form in which a (meaningful)
morpheme (in sense 1) is actually realized.
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allophone

The English plural morpheme has three regular allomorphs: an /s/ sound as in
cats /kats/, a/z/ sound as in dogs /dogz/, and an /iz/ sound as in horses
fhossz/. We can also talk of a zerc allomerph in sheep (plural), and various
irregular allomorphs in mice, geese, and so on.

Also called MORPHEMIC variant.

« allomorphic: of or pertaining to an allomorph.

Compare FORMATIVE, MORPH.

allophone

Phonetics. Any of the variants in which an (idealized) phoneme is actually
realized.

Many allophones, that is actual articulations, are possible for any phoneme of
a language, depending on individual people’s pronunciation, but the main
allophones of any particular language are conditioned by their relationship to
the surrounding sounds. Thus in standard English the /1/ phoneme has a
CLEAR sound when it precedes a vowel (as in fisten or fall in); a somewhat
DEvOICED sound when preceded by a voiceless plosive (as in please, clue), and
a2 DARK sound when it occurs word-finally after a vowetl (as in fall down) or
when it is syllabic {as in muddie).

« allophonic: of or pertaining to an allophone. allophonically.

alternant

Any of the possible variants of a particular feature of the language.
1 Phorology, A particular vowel in one word viewed as a variant of the
corresponding vowe! in another word when the two words are connected by a
process of derivation or word formation.
ei /i/ in deceive and the second ¢ Je/ in deception are alternants.
2 Phonology. Occasional term for ALLOPHONE. Also allophonic alternant.
3 Morphology. Another word for ALLOMORPH. Also morphemic alternaat.
This label includes both phonologically conditioned alternants (e.g. plurals
Isl, izl, and Azf), but also such ‘grammatical’ alternants as -ed, -en (as in
heated, frozen) for the past participle morpheme.
¢ alternance, alternation: the existence of alternants and the relationship
between them. alternate: vary between aiternants.
1935b 1. R. FirTH Vowel alternance is also 2 very important morphological
instrument in the strong conjugation of verbs. There are thirty vowel alternances for
our babies to learn.
1974 P. H. MATTHEWS When the forms identifying a morpheme vary, a normal usage
is to talk of an alternation between them: for example, the allomorphs of the English
morpheme CATCH aiternate between [ket]] and [kx).

alternative guestion

A type of question which names possible answers but does not leave the
matter open.

)



ambiguity

One of the three main types of question, in contrast to WH-QUESTION
and YES-NO QUESTION. An alternative question can begin with a wh-word,
t.8.

Which do you ‘“like—coffee, “tea, or “wine?
or may be more like a yes-no question, e.g.

Would you like ‘coffee or “tea?
But it differs from both in intonation.
An alternative question implies that one, and only one, of the options is
possible. Fach option receives a separate pitch, and the final option is said
with a fall, showing that the choice is complete.

alveolar

Phonetics. (n. & adj.) (Of or pertaining to) a consonant sound made by the
front of the tongue against the hard ridge formed by the roots of the upper
teeth,
The main alveolars in English are /t/ and /d/ (often dental consonants in other
languages), which are alveolar plosives; /n/, an alveolar nasal; and /s/ and /z/,
which are alveolar fricatives. The actual articulation of these alveolar
honemes is affected by adjacent sounds, so that not all their allophones are
n fact alveolar.

» alveolarity: the quality of being alveolar; an instance of this.
Latin alveolus means ‘a small cavity’, and hence ‘a tooth socket’.

umbient it
The same as DUMMY Jt.

ambiguity

Ability to be understood in two or more ways; a word or phrase that can be
so understood.

() Lexical ambiguiry. Some ambiguity is due to a word or phrase having
more than one meaning; e.g. [ don’t seem to have a chair (was the lecturer
vomplaining that she had nothing to sit on, or that there was nobody to
introduce her?).

{h) Grammatical ambiguity (or structural ambiguity) has a variety of causes,
including ellipsis (or uncertainty whether there is ellipsis) within a noun
phrase; e.g.

He was wearing new red socks and boots {were the boots new and red too?)

They are advertising for teachers of French, German, and Russian (separate teachers

of these languages, or people capable of teaching all three?)

As prepositional phrases can not only appear in noun phrases but also
function adverbially in clause structure, there is often considerable doubt as
{0 what they refer to:
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umbilingual

These claims have been dismissed as mere bravado by the police (the context might
make it clear that the meaning is ‘dismissed by the police’, but it sounds rather like
bravado by the police).
Similarly ro-infinitive clanses, which also have a muitiplicity of functions, may
be ambiguous:
Raiimen defy union order fo stop coal shipments {probably the railmen are carrying on
working, but they could have decided to stop shipments in defiance of union orders).

Ellipted clauses of comparison are another frequent cause of ambiguity:

1 had better taste in films than girls (was the writer’s taste in films better than his taste
n girls, or did he have better taste in films than girls had?)

In complex sentences, ambiguity can arise when not just a phrase but a whole
finite clause is open to more than one interpretation. (Intonation may
disambiguate if the sentences are spoken.)

I didn’t go because it was my birthday (did the speaker not go at all, or go for some
other reason?)
He said he wouldn’t lend me the money and I couldn’t go (did he say that | couldn’t
go, or could I not go as a consequence of not being lent the money?)
Tl tell you when they arrive (is it that 1 will inform you of their arrival, or that when
they arrive [ will tell you something?)
(c) A further type of ambiguity is caused by the fact that many English words
can be interpreted as more than one part of speech; headline English is a rich
source of such ambiguity:

Fine old houses are demanding mistresses (are they crying out for capable chatelaines,
ot are they proving themselves 1o be hard-to-please, bossy rulers?

Peking bars escape from ‘terror” purge {was the Chinese government taking measures
to prevent dissidents from escaping, or had the city’s drinking venues escaped some
harsh new decree?)

He gave her dog biscuits

ambilingual ‘ .
(n. & adi.) (Designating) a person who has complete mastery of two Janguages.

1959 J. C. CatrorD In cveryday spesch the word 'bilingual’ generally refers to a
person who has virtually egual command of two or more languages. If a special term
1s required for such persons of equal linguistic skill (which is very difficult to measure)
I should prefer to call them ‘ambilinguals’. Ambilinguals are relatively rare.

» ambilingualism.
Compare BILINGUAL.

American See GENERAL AMERICAN,

anacolethon (Pronounced /enaska'luéon/. Plural anacoluthons, anacolutha.)

Syntactic discontinuity within a sentence; a sentence which either breaks off
while incomplete or switches part-way through to a different syntactic strue-
ture; discontinuity of this kind as a general phenomenon.
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analysable

Informal spoken language often contains anacoluthon, much of which may
pass unnoticed by the listener, e.g.:

One of my sisters,—her husband’s a doctor and he says if you take aspirin your cold
will go in a week, but if you do nothing it will take seven days

It's & course which I don’t know whether it will be any good

| thought that you were going—well, | hoped that you were going to help

Why don't you—it's only a suggestion—but yvou could walk

The term was formerly used in rhetoric but has been adopted into linguistics.
In rhetoric, the general phenomenon was called anacofuthia and an individual
inMance aracoluthon,

» anacoluthic. anacoluthically.

analogy

Imitation of the inflections, derivatives, and constructions of existing words in
lurming inflections, derivatives, and constructions of other words.

Anutogy normally governs the patterns of word-formation. Recent years for
exjunple have seen numerous new verbs with the prefixes de- (e.g. deselect) and
dis- (¢.g. disinvest) and nouns beginning with Euro- {e.g. Eurocrat, Eurofare,
kurospeak). Other new nouns have been formed with such well-established
wullines as -ism (e.g. endism, handicapism). New verbs almost always inflect
regularly (e.g. faxing, faxes, faxed) by analogy with regular verbs.

In historical linguistics, the term analogy is used in connection with the
tendency for irregular forms to become regular (e.g. shape, shove: past tense
shaped, shoved, in the 14th century shoop, shofe; past participle shaped, shoved,
in the 14th century shopen, shoven). Interestingly, irregular patterns are
somietimes spread by analogy: for example, the historical past tense form of
the verb dive is the regular dived, but the irregular dove arose in British dialects
und American English during the nineteenth century; similarly scarves, hooves,
wnd even rooves have tended to replace the historical and regular plurals
xearfs, hoofs, and roofs. Analogy probably accounts for the recently developed
pronunciation of covert (traditionally /kavat/) to thyme with overt and dissect
{traditionally /dr'sekt/) to rhyme with bisect (each pair of words has a certain
umaount of shared meaning).

{ver-regularization by analogy is seen in the early efforts at speaking English
of both young children and foreign learners, who may well say He goed,
muouses, sheeps, and so on.

(‘ompare OVERGENERALIZATION. -

analysable
Capable of being analysed; particularly used of words that can be broken
down into constituent morphemes. Contrasted with wnanalysable.

Compare dis-interest-ed-ness with interest, which cannot be analysed further
into morphemes (although in- or inter are meaningful elements in other words,
such as inborn, incurable, interfaith).
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annlyne

analyse

Distinguish the grammatical elements of (a sentence, phrase, or word).

There are many ways in which sentences, clauses, etc. can be analysed. Simple
sentences or clauses may be analysed into subject and predicate, or into such
elements as subject, verb, object, complement, and adverbial. Complex and
compound sentences are often analysed into types of clauses, e.g. coordinate
and subordinate; adverbial, nominal, and so on. A word may be analysed into
its base and suffixes (e.g. dis-interesr-ed-ness).

analysis

The process of breaking up sentences, phrases, and words into their constitu- :
ent parts.

See also COMPONENTIAL ANALYSIS, CONTRASTIVE analysis, DISCOURSE
analysis, IMMEDIATE CONSTITUENT, MULTIPLE analysis.

analytic

1 Morphology. Designating a language without (or with few) inflections.
Also called 1SOLATING.

In an analytic langnage, word order plays an important role in establishing
meaning. In extremely analytic languages most words consist of single morph-
emes. Analytic languages contrast with synthetic languages, which rely heavily
on changing the form of words, and agglutinative languages, in which words
are built up from smaller words or units, each contributing a bit of grammati-
cal meaning.

English, having few inflections, is more analytic than, say, Latin or German,
but it has some synthetic characteristics {e.g. happy/happierihappiest;
time/times) and some agglutinative features (e.g. mis-understand-ing, bio-
degrad-able).

By analogy, the conirast between analytic and synthetic is sometimes applied
to features of English. Thus multi-word verb tenses (e.g. perfect have raken}
and periphrastic adjective comparisons (e.g. more unusual, mest unusual) are
analytic, while corresponding single word forms (e.g. took; odderioddest) are
synthetic.

2 Semantics. Designating a sentence that is necessarily true by virtue of the
words themselves, without reference to any particular circumstances or situ-
ation, in contrast to SYNTHETIC (2).

E.g. The sea is wet, which is universally true; by contrast The sea is cold would
need to be verified at a particular place and time, and is therefore not analytic.

anaphor

i A word or phrase that refers back to an earlier word or phrase.

In My cousin said he was coming, he is used as an anaphor for my cousin
(which is its ANTECEDENT}. But more usually he would be described as a
PRO-FORM substituting for my cousin.
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animate

§ rero anaphor, nul! anaphor: a ‘space’ where a word or words have been
MI.LerTED (the latter being the more usual label).

anaphora

1t The use of a word or words as a substitute for a previous linguistic unit
when referring back to the thing, person, happening, etc., denoted by the
latter.

Pronouns and other PRO-FORMS are frequently used anaphorically to avoid
tepotition. But sometimes a noun is repeated, and then the identity of
reference is usually shown by a marker of definiteness (the, that, etc.) in the
lwter {(anaphoric) reference:

()d Mother Hubbard

went to the cupboard

Lo get her poor dog a bone;
But when she got there,

the cupboard was bare,

wnd so the poor dog had none.

Nhe und there refer back to OQld Mother Hubbard and the cupboard (line 2).
The cupboard (line 5) and the poor dog (line 6) refer back to lines 2 and 3.

The term anaphora is sometimes extended to include more indirect reference,
e.§. I've still got a book of nursery rhymes [ had as a child, but the cover is torn.
Obviously the cover refers back to the book.

3 Loosely, a hypernym for both anaphora (sense 1) and CATAPHORA.

When the term is so used, the two types are then distinguished as backwards,
huckward-looking, or unmarked order anaphora (= (1) above) and forwards,
Jorward-looking, anticipatory, or marked order anaphora (=cataphora).

o anaphoric: involving anaphora (anaphoric ellipsis: see ELLIPsIS). anaphorically.

1914 O. JesPERSEN The little one is used anaphorically if it means ‘the little flower’
ot whatever it is that has just been mentioned.

(‘ompare ANTECEDENT.

and-relations

A self-explanatory label for SYNTAGMATIC relations. Contrasted with o&-
RELATIONS (i.e. PARADIGMATIC relationships).

Anglo-Saxon
The same as OLD ENGLISH.

animate

Denoting a living being.
The term is particularly used in the classification of nouns. Animate nouns
(e.g. girl, tiger, etc.) refer to persons and animals in contrast to inanimate
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shamadows Tnite w—

nouns (e.g. girlhood, z00) referring to things, states, and ideas. In English this
distinction is almost entirely a matter of meaning, not grammar, although
there is rough correspondence in some personal and relative pronouns: ke, she.
who usually have animate reference; ir, which are mainly used in connection
with inanimate referents.

anomalous finite
A finite verb form capable of forming the negative by adding -»** and of
expressing questions by inversion.

This category includes all the MODAL verbs; all uses of be; do as an auxiliary
verb; and some uses of have (e.g. I haven't enough money, but not, for example,
forms using do-support: I don't have enough money).

This is a somewhat dated term for dealing with the problems of be, do, and
have, which sometimes are, and sometimes are npot, auxiliary verbs.

Compare DEFECTIVE, IRREGULAR.

antecedent
A word or words to which a following word or phrase grammaticatiy refers |
back.

Typically antecedents are noun phrases to which perscnal and relative pro-
nouns refer, e.g.

My brother telephoned to say he’d be late
My brother is the antecedent of he.

Such a grammatical relationship can exist even when the pronoun refers back
not to the identical person or thing, but to a previous linguistic form, e.g.

U've lost my umbrelia and shall have to get a new one

Less obviously do, so, do so, there, then, and a few other pro-forms can refer
back to antecedents which may be verbal, adverbial, or clausal, e.g.

1 cried mose than 1'd ever done before in my life
You could buy a yearly season ticket, but 1 don’t advise doing so
“Petrol prices are going up again.’ *“Who told you that?

Loosely, despite the meaning of the word, the term antecedent is sometimes
extended to refer to phrases that come later than their pro-forms, e.g,

If you see her, will you give Mary a message for me?
Compare ANAPHORA, CATAPHORA, PRO-FORM,

anterior

Phonetics. Of a speech sound: made in the front part of the mouth. Contrasted
with non-anterior,

Anterior consonants are made with some stricture in front of the palato-
alveolar area. Thus LaBIAL and DENTAL sounds can be so classified.

26



anticipatory

anterior time

Hime preceding some other time referred to by tense or other means.

| he term is sometimes used in describing the meaning of perfect tenses. For
ennmple, in

{i) You're too late. They've already left
(4} This time next week, he'#l have forgotien all about it
(W) 1 realized 7 had lost my key

the perfect tenses indicate time before points in (i) the present, (ii) the future,
and {iii) the past. The third type of anterior time, as in (iii), is commonly calied
hofore-past.

snticlpated dislocation See pisLocaTION,

nnticipation
Payeholinguistics. A slip of the tongue by which a linguistic element is used
earlier than it should be.

I'lis is & term used by some psycholinguists for part of what many people
would call a Spoonerism, e.g.

The cat popped on its drawers

anticipatery

! Anticipating the ‘real’ subject or {more rarely) object, when the latter is
postponed until later in the sentence by EXTRAPOSITION.
{0 the first sentence below, it is an anticipatory subject, and in the second it
Ix un anticipatory object:

{t is better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all

| tnke it that you agree with me
There is considerable confusion in the usage of the several terms available to
tescribe various functions of the word it. For some grammarians, anticipatory
it (used with extraposition) and preparatory it are identical, but they distin-
guish this usage from pUMMY (or EMPTY or pROP} it. Others use all or some
of these terms differently, or use one of them as an umbrella term,
Soe uls0 INTRODUCTORY.
3 Phonetics & Phonology.
(' modification to speech articulation: occurring under the influence of
following sounds. Also called REGRESSIVE; contrasted with PROGRESSIVE.
In everyday speech, the /d/ sound in good boy may be articulated more like
the following /b/ sound; or the final /s/ of this in this ship may tend towards
# 'sh’ sound /j/. These are examples of anticipatory assimilation (also some-
limes called regressive assimilation).

3 anticipatory anaphora: see ANAPHORA (2).
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Antonym

antonym

Semantics. A word opposite in meaning to another.

For example, good, thick, few, and life are antonyms of bad, thin, many, and
death. Mofe accurately we should talk of a word that is opposite in some of
its meanings to other words. For example the antonym of some meanings of
oid is young, and of others is new. .

Some lingyists distinguish various types of opposite meaning and reserve the
term antonym for gradable opposites (e.g. good/bad), excluding both com-
PLEMENTARY terms {e.g. /ife/death) and relational CONVERSES {e.g. buy/sell,
teach/learn, husband/wife).

Compare HYPONYM, SYNONYM.

« antonymeus: that is an antonym. antonymy: the relationship of opposite
meaning that exists between pairs of words (itself the opposite of SYNONYMY).

Compare BINARY, COMPLEMENTARY, COMPLEMENTARITY.

apex
The 1iP of the tongue. See also APICAL.

aphaeresis (Pronounced /#'fiarasis/. Plural aphaereses.)

I The omission of a sound at the beginning of a word, regarded as a
morphological development.

The now unpronounced sounds at the beginning of gnat, knight, psyche are
examples. This is now usually handled as a type of historical ELISION.

2 The omission of a syllable at the beginning of a word, as routinely occurs
in {a) contractions or (b} clippings.

eg. {(a) 'l (=1 (willl}, Yow've (=You (ha)ve), He'd better (=He (ha)d);
{b) {(omni)bus, (tele)phone.

This phenomenon would now be dealt with under efision, contraction, clipping,
and so on.

This is a somewhat dated term, taken via historical linguistics from its original
use in rhetoric.

aphesis (Pronounced /zfasis!.)

The gradual loss of an unstressed vowel at the beginning of a word (e.g. of e-
from esguire, giving squire).
1885 New English Dictionary Aphesis . .. It is a special form of the phonetic process
called Aphaeresis, for which, from its frequency in the history of the English language,
a distinctive name is useful.
This term, which was introduced by J. A. H. Murray, editor of the New
English Dictionary (the first edition of the Oxford English Dictionary) in 1880,
was used in the diachronic study of English; in phonetics the phenomenon it
covers would be treated as an aspect of EL1s10N,

» aphetic: (pronounced /afetk/) pertaining to or resulting from aphesis.
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apostrophe

apleal
Fhonetics. Made with the APEX (tongue tip).

I'he tip of the tongue is not normally involved in the formation of English
specch sounds, though it is used in the articulation of a trilled [r].

C'opare LAMINAL.

apocope (Pronounced /o'pokapy/.)

+ FThe omission of a sound at the end of a word.

I'hix has happened historically in such words as lamb, damn, and happens
vwirently in rapid or colloquial speech, e.g. you anf{d) me, fish anfd) chips,
vip off) tea. The more modern term covering this phenomenon is ELISION.

3 J'he omission of a syllable or syllables at the end of a word.

Thix has happened historically with the loss, since Cld English times, of many
vork inflections (e.g. OE we lufodon, ME we loveden, we lovede, ModE we
foved, OE sungen, ModE sung). Today it happens as a type of CLIPPING (e.g.
untn(mobile), des(irable) res(idence), long vac(ation), spag(heiti) bolfog-
nexe ), trad(itional }).

Like aphaeresis and aphesis, apocope is an old term from diachronic linguistics,
('ompare APHAERESIS, SYNCOPE,

uprdosis (Pronounced /o'podasis/, Plural apodoses.)

Phe main clause in a complex sentence, particularly in a2 CONDITIONAL
senlence.

0.8, [ would be upset if they found out.

apo koinou (Pronounced /®pouv komuw/.)
Applied to a constructior consisting of two clauses which—unusually—have
# word or phrase that is syntactically shared.

Iy There's a man outside wants to see you, a man is both the postponed subject
ol -’y (=is) and the subject of wants.

I'he lerm is not in general use today, such a construction would be called a
nl #ND or treated as deviant. But see CONTACT CLAUSE (b).

The term comes from Greek ape keinou “in common’,

spostrophe

Phe sign ') used in order to indicate (a) the omission of a leiter or letters, as
m don’t, thre’, the ‘gos; and (b) the modern genitive or possessive case, as in
hoy's, men’s.

‘The apostrophe is rarely used in abbreviations that are no longer felt to be
vonlractions {e.g. (in)flu(enza)) or in colloquial abbreviations (e.g. info(rma-
rion}). O'clock is an obvious exception.
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appellative

The possessive apostrophe originally marked the omission of e in writing (e.g.
fox’s, James’s), and was equally common in the nominative plural especially
of proper names and foreign words {(e.g. folio’s = folices), it was gradually
disused in the latter, and extended 1o all possessives, even where e had not
been previously written, as in man’s, children’s, conscience’ sake.

In modern English the use of the apostrophe to mark ordinary plurals {e.g.

patato’s, ice-cream’s) is generally regarded as illiterate and is disparagingly

referred to as the ‘greengrocer’s apostrophe’. It is usually acceptable with the
less usual plurals of letters and dates, e.g.
Mind your p's and ¢'s
That is what people did in the rg60°s/1960s
The curreat rules for possessive apostrophes are:
Add ¥ to a singular word (e.g. the boy's statement, an hour's time, Doris’s husband,
her boss's address)
Also add s to plural words that do not end in s (e.g. the men’s action, the people’s will)
With plural words ending in s only add an apostrophe at the end (e.g. ladies’ shoes,
. the Lawsons' house).
Names from ancient times ending with s do not necessarily follow these rules
(e.g. Socrates’ death).
It is an error to use the apostrophe with possessive pronouns {e.g. kers, its,
ours, theirs, yours). It’s means ‘it is’ or ‘it has’. For ‘belonging to it", the
correct form is its (e.g. The cat hasn't eaten its food).

appellative

(In older grammar.) (n.) A common noun used as a name, pariicularty when
addressing someone, e.g, Mothker, Sir, Doctor.

In modern grammar, dealt with as a VOCATIVE.

(adi.) OF a word, especially 2 noun: designating a class, not an individual;
common, in contrasi 10 PROPER.

1755 S, JounsoN As my design was a dictionary, common or appellative, 1 have
omitied all words which have relation to proper names.

applied linguistics See LINGUISTICS.

apposition
A relationship of two (or more) words or phrases, especially noun phrases,
such that the two units are grammatically parallel and have the same referent,
e.g.

Our longest reigning monarch, Queen Victoria, reigned from 1837 to 190t

The second edition of QUP's biggest dictionary, the Oxford English Dictionary, was
published in 198¢

Grammarians vary in their use of the term apposition. In the narrowest
definition { full apposition), both parts are noun phrases, they are identical in
reference (i.e. in an equivalence relationship), and either part could be omitted,
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appositive clause

#e in the examples above, without affecting the grammaticality or the essential
meuiting of the sentence.

Muoie loosely. apposition may include pairs of units where not all these
vonditions apply {partial apposition). One part may be a clause (sec APPOSIT-
tvn CLAUsE). Or the relationship may be one of example, not identity, e.g.

A monurch, for example a twentieth-century monarch, may have limited powers
th 1he omission of one part may result in an ungrammatical sentence, e.g.

A very important person is coming—the Queen {we could not say is coming-—the
Lhieen)

Appnition is predominantly non-restrictive (the second part adds information
It in not essential), but restrictive apposition is possible (e.g. the author
viatham Greene).

Utammarians also disagree about whether many such structures as the
tullowing show apposition or not:

the number thirteen
my sister Mary
the expression ‘greenhouse effect’

aiil structures joined by of where the two parts share identity, as in the ciry
nt Oxford, that fool of a man.

appositional
O or pertaining to apposition.

¢ ¢ mppositional compound: a compound which, semantically, is a hyponym of
hotl of its constituent words.

¢.§. manservant, drummer boy, oak tree.

nppositive ‘
{n. & adj.) (An element) standing in apposition to another element.

1990 S. GREENBAUM & R. QuUIRk Appositives need not be noun phrases; compare:
She is bigger than her brother, hegvier, that is.
Sixthly and lastly, | reject the claim on ethical grounds.
He angered, nay infuriated, his audience.

nppositive clause
A finite clause often introduced by that, defining and postmodifying a noun
phrase, and sharing identity of reference with it, e.g.
They had the idea thar everything would be all right in the end
Or a similar, but non-defining clause:
They ignored Wendy's very sensible suggestion, (namely) that the police should be told

Such clauses are grammatically distinct from relative clavses, The that is a
conjunction, not a pronoun, so these clauses have their own subject (and
object), and which is never possible. The preceding noun is an abstract noun,
such as belief, fact, idea.
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appropriacy

The term appositive clause can be extended to non-finite clauses, e.g.

The request, fo send money, shocked us
My work, leoking after these old people, 13 rewarding

appropriacy
Sociolinguistics. The quality of being suitable to a given social situation.

The concept of appropriacy is linked to those of FORMAL versus INFORMAL,
REGISTER, and so on.

« appropriate.

approximant .
Phonetics. A sound made with an unimpeded airflow; contrasted with sTop
and FRICATIVE.

Phoneticians group speech sounds in different ways. Approximant is used as a
general term covering sounds made in various manners of articulation.

1971 P. LADErOGED For the moment we may consider the approximant category to
be simply a convenient general term to include what others have called semivowels,
laterals, and frictioniess continuants {as well as vowels).

1991 P. RoacH The term "approximant’ is usually used only for consonants.

Compare CONTINUANT.

arbitrary

Lacking any physical or principled connection,

Most language is arbitrary in this sense, however systematic its grammar. There
is no inherent reason why a particular domestic animal should be dog in English,
chien in French, Hund in German, perro in Spanish, and cane in Italian.

Compare ICONIC, ONOMATOQPQEIC.

archaic

Of a word or grammatical structure: ne longer in ordinary use, though
retained for special purposes. .

archaism

t The use of words or grammar characteristic of an earlier period of the
language.

2z An instance of such usage.

Some archaisms survive in special registers, such as legal or religous langunage,
or they are familiar from literature, proverbs, and so on. Archaisms include

{a) individual words, e.g.

albeit
methinks
perchance
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articulate

thou/thine/thee/thy
whence
whercat
yo
{M) verbal inflections, e.g.
goeth
knrwest
nid {¢) some grammatical structures, e.g.
Our Falher, which art in heaven (= who are)
Hr who hesitates is lost (= Anyone who)
All thar glisters is not gold (= Not everything that .. .is...)
We nmust away (= must golleave/be off)
Would thar | could help (= [ wish)
So be it
If it please your lordship
fle has come but once in these two years past

Argument

Nemantics. A major element in a proposition.

e term is used in a technical sense from predicate caleulus, as a part of
logical semantics. Roughly speaking, an argument is the person, other animate
being, or inanimate entity involved in the action of the verb.

1yd4 R. HUDDLESTON Semantic predicates may be classified according to the number
of arguments they take. Thus “love” (the semantic predicate expressed by love) takes
two; “sleep” (as in Ed was sleeping) takes one; “give” (as in Ed gave me the key) takes
three.

The term hardly appears in mainsiream grammar, where the phenomenon
would be dealt with in terms of intransitive, transitive, ditransitive verbs etc,

article

A name for rhe (definite article) and a, an (indefinite article).

The articles are sometimes classified as a distinct part of speech. Earlier
grammarians considered them to be a special kind of adjective.

1711 J. GREENWOOD There are two articles, a and the. These are really Nouns
Adjective, and are vsed almost after the same Manper as other Adjectives. Therefore
I have not made the Article (as some have done) a distinct Part of Speech.

In fact articles are much more like DETERMINERS than adjectives in their
usage, and modern grammarians usually classify them as a subclass of
determiner.

See also ZERO article.

articulate

Phonetics. Produce a speech sound.
See ARTICULATION,
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artivulation

articulation

Phonerics. The physical production of speech sounds.

Speech sounds are described in terms of both their PLACE and their MANNER
of articulation. For example, English [p], {b], and [m] are bilabial sounds
(made with both lips). In manner, {p] and [b] are plosives: that is, they are
made by a complete closure followed by a release (an ‘explosion’) of air; [p] is
voiceless and [b] is voiced. By contrast, [m] is articulated in a nasal manner,
for though the lips are ciosed during its articulation, air escapes through the
nose.

Compare COARTICULATION, DOUBLE ARTICULATION.

articulator

Phonetics.
I A movable vocal organ.

1942 B. BLock & G. L. TRAGER The vocal organs are conveniently divided into two
kinds: articulators, organs which can be moved more or less freely and can thus be
made to assume a variety of positions; and points of articulation, fixed points or areas
lying above the articulators, which these may touch or approach.

2 Any vocal organ, moving or not, involved in the production of speech
sounds.

In this second usage, the moving organs may be termed active articulators and
the others passive articulators.

articulatory
Phonetics. Of or pertaining to vocal articulation.
The International Phonetic Alphabet is largely based on articulatory features.

« e articulatory phonetics: the branch of phonetics concerned with the ways m
which speech sounds are physically articulated.

1964 R. H. RoBiNs Speech can therefore be studied in phonetics from three points
of view. 1. 1t can be studied primarily as the aclivity of the speaker in terms of the
articelatary argans and processes invelved; this is called articulatoty phonetics.

Compare ACOUSTIC PHONETICS, AUDITORY PHONETICS, SYLLABLE,

artificial language

A specially invented language, usually intended as a means of international
communication.

Esperanto is perhaps the best known artificial language, but maay others have
been invented.

aspect

A category used in describing how the action of a verb is marked.
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aspirate

I'tulish is often considered to have two aspects: PROGRESSIVE (as in f am/was
writing to Robert), which stresses action in progress (or incomplete action);
winl PERFECT Of PERFECTIVE (as in [ have written to Robert), which stresses
vompleted action. This distinction of incomplete versus complete meaning is
wh oversimplification. More seriously, the analysis of ‘perfect tenses’ as
slivwing aspect is itself disputed. See also PHASE (3).

Fiwditionally both aspects are treated as part of the tense system in English,
#iid we commonly speak of tenses such as the present progressive (e.g. We are
wititing) or even the past perfect progressive {e.g. We had been waiting), which
vimnbines two aspects. There is a distinction to be made, however, between
I#tme und aspect. Tense is more concerned with past lime versus present time
#hd is based on morphological form (e.g. write, writes, wrote); aspect is
vonverned with duration, and in English is a matter of syntax, using parts of
he to form the progressive, and of have to form the perfective,

o mpectual: of or pertaining to an aspect or aspects.
Anpects model, Aspects theory. See STANDARD theory.

anpirate

Phonetics.

{n.) { Pronounced /'z=sparat/.) (In popular parlance) the sound of A.
'This use is illustrated by the old joke:

A: I've got a *orrible ‘eadache.
B: What you need is a couple of aspirates.

In phonetic terms English /#/ is a voiceless glottal fricative.

The use of aspirate by grammarians of the past to mean ‘fricative’ {e.g. th, ph,
#ic.) is now obsolete.
{v.) (Pronounced /®sparen/.) Articulate (a sound) with an audible release of
air,
In English the term is relevant to the description of piosives. The voiceless
plosives /p/, /t/, and /k/ are aspirated in the final stage of their articulation
when in initial position in a stressed syllable (e.g. pun, two, careful). In contrast,
the same phonemes have little or no aspiration when initial in unstressed
syllables (per'mission), when preceded by s (sfory), or in final position, i.e.
followed by silence (Bad luck!). See also ASPIRATION.
e aspirated: articulated with an audible release of air (contrasted with unas-
pirated).
Aspirated and voiceless articulations often occur together, but are distinct
phenomena. Veiced and voiceless refer to the state of the vocal cords
throughout the articulation of a phoneme; aspirated and unaspirated refer 1o
the final release stage of plosion.
1971 P. LADEFOGED Aspirated and unaspirated refer to the state of the vocal cords
during and immediately after the release of an articulatory stricture. In any aspirated
sound the vocal cords are in the voiceless position during the release; in an
unaspirated sound they are in a voiced position during this period. )
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anpiration

aspiration
Phonetics. {Articulation accompanied by) an audible release of air.

1962 A. C. GiMsoN The fortis series, /p,,k/, when initial in an accented syilable, are
usually accompanied by aspiration, i.e. there is a voiceless interval consisting of
strongly expelled breath between the release of the plosive and the onset of a following
vowel. When /Lr.w.i/ follow /p,t.k/ in such positions, the aspiration is manifested in
the devoicing of /L,r,w.}/, e.g. in please, pray, try, clean, twice, quick, pew, tune, queue.

assertion

Pragmatics, A declaration that something is true.

In general, assertions tend to be made in grammatically positive sentences.
Nevertheless, assertion is a pragmatic rather than a grammatical category, and
other syntactical forms can make an assertion, e.g.

Isn’t it hot today? (= it is hot today)
Wrong number! (= you have dialled/] got a wrong number)
If you believe that, you’ll believe anything (= you cannot possibly belicve that)

assertive

Of words and other sentence elements: typically used in positive statements;
contrasted with NON-ASSERTIVE ¢lements (typical of questions and negative
statements).

Certain determiners, pronouns, and adverbs which, by reason of their
meaning, are more usual in positive statements, are replaced by a correspond-
ing se1 of non-assertive forms in negative and interrogative statements. Assert-
ive forms include the some series of words (some, someone, somewhere, eic.) and
adverbs such as afready, which contrast with the non-assertive any-series
and adverbs such as yer, Compare, for example:

I've already planted some spring bulbs
with:

I havern't planted any bulbs yet

Have you planted any yet?

The demarcation between assertive and non-assertive is not rigid. Although
non-assertive forms are often impossible in positive statementis (e.g. *I've
already planted any), assertive forms may be possible in questions and negative
clauses, where they suggest a markedly positive meaning (e.g. Have you
planted some bulbs already?). Non-assertive forms occasionally occur in posit-
ive statements (e.g. Any small bulbs would be suitable).

ew assertive territory: a term applied to the whole predication in positive
statements, an area where assertive forms may be expected.

Similarly the predication of negative statements and questions is non-assertive
territory. Non-assertive territory also includes clauses expressing other kinds

of tentativeness, such as condition (e.g. If anyone calls, say I'm designing St
Paui’s),
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asyndetic

{'vmpare NEGATIVE.
» mwnertiveness: the fact of being assertive.

IyNs R. Quirk et al. The contrast between assertiveness and non-assertiveness is
hanicully a logical one.

awimilate

Phonetics. Make or become more similar in articulation (to an adjacent sound);
{omuise (o) undergo assimilation.
1970 B. M. H. STRANG In the word Tuesday the opening sequence /tj/ can readily
wnsimilate to /1f/ . . . Early NE [New English] had assimilated /dj/ to /ds/ and Aj/ to /if/.
S ASSIMILATION. ’

wssimilation

Phonetics. The effect on a speech sound of the articulation of other adjacent
wrinds; a kind of COARTICULATION,

T'hix is a common feature of speech, though one that many native speakers are
unnware of. In anticipatory assimilation {or regressive assimilation), the sound
v influenced in its articulation by the following sound and not pronounced as
it would be in isolation. For example, in some people’s pronunciation of width
the voiced /d/ has been assimilated to /t/ by the following voiceless /6/, and
In some people’s pronunciation of length, the velar /g/ has been assimilated
to /n/ by the following dental /8/.

In current speech, assimilation frequently occurs across word boundaries, as
when rhat case becomes /8xk keis/ or this shop becomes /01] Jop/ or ten more
becomes /tem mo:/. i

A reverse type of assimilation (progressive assimilation) is found when a sound
in changed by the influence of a previous one. This is an established and
regular feature of the ending -s of verbs and nouns, which usually has a voiced
/#/ sound (or /iz/ after alt sibilants) but after voiceless sounds other than
mbilunts is /s/ {e.g. taps, hears, dock’s, griefs, Keith's, compare tabs, heeds,
dog's, grieves, youths, eyes, seems, runs, dolls, pieces, daisies.) Similarly the
piist tense -ed ending /d/ or /id/ is devoiced to a /t/ sound after a voiceless
consonant other than -¢ itself (roped, lacked, bussed, roofed, pushed versus
robed, lagged, buzzed, grooved, rouged, hated, headed ).

In coalescent assimilation (or reciprocal assimilation), there is a two-way influence.
Hiswrically this has occurred in words like soldier, picture, or fissure, where the
reconstructable earlier pronunciation ['souldjer], [piktjur], [fisjur] has become
I'souldsa), ['piktfal, [fif2]. In current colloquial English, similar assimilation
occurs in phrases such as What d'you want? iwotfa wont/ or Could you?
Mkudzu:/. This coalescent assimilation is also known as yod coalescence,

asyndetic

Not connected by conjunctions. Contrasted with syndetic.

The term is particularly applied to the coordination of words or clauses
without an overt marker, as in

37



asyndeton

I came, I saw, I conquered.
Sad, white, frightened, her face was the picture of misery.

Such coordination is less usual than coordination with a conjunction and is
therefore stylistically marked.

Compare PARATACTIC.

asyndeton
The omission of a conjunction. (Chiefly a rhetorical term,)

attachment rule

The ‘rule’ that the notional subject of a subjectless subordinate clause has the
same referent as the subject of the superordinate clause.

This ‘rule’, sometimes called the subject-attachment rule, is a regular charac-
teristic of English syntax, e.g.

Set loose by a freer economy and the easing of travel restrictions, they were selling
fruit between one province and another

where it is the they of the main clause who were ses loose.

There are exceptions where the rule need not apply, but failure to observe it
often results in absurd MISRELATED constructions or HANGING PARTICIPLES,

attitudinal

Semantics. Relating to attitude or conveying an attitude.

A category of meaning (contrasted with COGNITIVE or REFERENTIAL
meaning). Comparable terms sometimes used ar¢ AFFECTIVE Of EMOTIVE.

A speaker or writer’s choice of words may be affected by his or her attitude
to the listeners or readers addressed. Thus attitudinal varieties of language
(e.g. formal, informal, neutral, casual, slangy) contrast with regional or social
varieties (determined largely by the speaker’s origins), and with varieties
affected by ihe *field of discourse® {such as the journalistic, the literary, and
so on). Attitudinal meaning is also conveyed by INTONATION in spoken
English.

Compare CONNOTATIVE, INTERPERSONAL.

Many individual words are neutral as regards attitudinal meaning, but some
are not. Compare aoffspring, child, kiddy ot terrorist, insurgent, guerilla,
[freedom fighter. :

e attitudinal disjunct: the same as CONTENT DISJUNCT.

attitudinal past: the past tense used to express the speaker’s attitude, usually a
tentative one, rather than to refer to past time; e.g., Did you want someihing?,
I was hoping you could help.

attitudinal prefix: a prefix that primarily describes an attitude, e.g. anti-social,
pro-American.
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‘ auditory phonetics

attraction

the same as proximity AGREEMENT.

altribute

I An adjective or noun preceding a noun and describing or expressing a
vharacteristic of the noun; e.g. new in the new library or power in power
arugrle.

& An adjective (phrase) or noun (phrase) acting as subject or object COM-
#11MENT, and identifying or adding information about the subject or object,
We capable in She seems capable, or a capable person in We find her a capable
person,

I'he second meaning is less general than the first and also potentially
vonlusing, although, etymologically, the sense is ‘a word or phrase denoting
un attribute of a person or thing’ however that may be expressed within the
sehlence.

Sev ATTRIBUTIVE, PREDICATIVE.

mttributive

I [Designating (the position in a sentence taken by) a noun or adjective that
o un attribute (sense 1); contrasted with PREDICATIVE.

Nime adjectives can only stand in attributive position (e.g. former, inner, mere,
hme, main, indoor). Nouns used attributively cannot normally be transferred
v predicative use (*the effect is greenhouse, *this holiday is bank), though a
sitll number of predicative uses of nouns may be the historical result of such
# transfer (e.g. She is frightfully county, So Regency, my dear).

Altributive adjectives are sometimes classified in more detail according to
teuning. Subclasses include INTENSIFYING adjective (e.g. pure invention, utter
medness, total stranger), RESTRICTIVE adjective {also called LIMITING or
| IMITER ADJECTIVE) (e.g. @ certain person, the main trouble, that very day),
#iul adjectives related to nouns (the criminal code, medical students).

4 {In Systemic-Functional Grammar.) Designating any relationship in which
#n uttribute is ascribed to an entity,

This may be a quality (e.g. sensible in She is sensible}, a circumstance (e.g. in
the gurden in She is in the garden), or a possession (e.g. a lovely garden in She
hay « lovely garden).

o nttributively.

suditory phonetics

T'he study of speech sounds from the point of view of the listener, concerned
with the way the ears and brain process and perceive the speech sounds
teaching them.

('ompare ACOUSTIC PHONETICS, ARTICULATORY phonetics.
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sutosemantic

autosemantic

Semantics. (n. & adj.) (A word or phrase) that has meaning outside a context
or in isolation.
1962 S. UrLman Full words are ‘autdsemantic’, meaningful in themselves, whereas
articles, prepositions, . . and the like are ‘synsemantic’, meaningful only when they
occur in the company of other words.

Since most lexicographers manage to ascribe meanings 1o all words, and not
merely to ‘full’ words, and even many full words change meaning according
to context, the term is obviously somewhat relative.

Compare FULL word.

auxiliary

(n. & adj.) (A verb) used in forming tenses, moods, and voices of other verbs. ;
In older grammar called helping verb.

{a) The verbs used for this purpose in English include be, do, have, and the
MODAL verbs (sometimes called the modal auxiliaries),

An auxiliary cannot function as the only verk in a complete sentence.
Apparent exceptions {o this principle are in fact examples of ellipsis or
substitution. Auxiliaries thus contrast functionally with MAIN verbs.

{b) On formal grounds an auxiliary can also be defined as a member of a class
that is grammatically distinct from other verbs, notably in the way in which
it forms questions by inversion of subject and verb (e.g. Are you ready?, Can
you help?; but not *Want you to help?) and negatives by simply adding -n't
(c.g. They aren’t, We mustn’t, She doesn’t; but not *She wantn't). (See NICE
PROPERTIES.) Auxiliary verbs thus contrast with LEXICAL verbs (full verbs),
which form questions and negatives with (auxiliary) be, do, and have.

Both definitions fit the modal verbs. The verbs be, do, and have, however,
present problems, since they can be used both in an auxiliary function and as
the MAIN verb of a sentence, and do as a main verb uses DO-SUPPORT for
questions and negatives, unlike be and have. In some grammatical models,
therefore, the terms aquxiliary and main are reserved for the functional role of
verbs in sentence siruciure, and other terms are used for the formal classifica-
tions.
1985 R, Quirk et al. We shall find good grounds for distinguishing ‘auxiliary’ and
‘main’, as functional terms, from the terms which define classes of word. Of these,
there are three: MODAL verbs . . always unction as auxiliaries; FULL verbs . . always
function as main verbs; and PRIMARY verbs . . can function either as auxilizries or as
main verbs,

See also SEMI-AUXILIARY.

a-word

A word beginning with the syllable 2 and belonging to a class of words (some
more like adjectives, the others more like adverbs) that mainly function
predicatively.
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a-word

(hummarians have variously classified a-words as adjectives and as adverbs, but
lsw even among the adjective-like ones can be used in attributive position, e.g.

The children were afraid/alone/ashamed/awake
bt not

*An afraid/alone/ashamed/awake child was crying
wone of the more adjective-like words can be used attributively if modified,
(v example:

You see belore you a very ashamed person
aml wome can be modified by much (which typically goes with verbs), e.g.

| um very much afraid that . ..
| he more adverb-like a-words can follow verbs of motion, e.g.

Ihey've gone abroad/aground/away
Kome a-adverbs have identical prepositions, e.g. aboard, above, across, along,
W, etc., as in

We hurried along (adverb)

We hurried along the road (preposition)
I here are also some words beginning with a- which are prepositions only {e.g.
amtd, among), but prepositions are usually excluded from the g-word category.
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back

Phonetics. Of a speech sound: made in the back part of the mouth.
Vowel sounds are traditionally classified into back, CENTRAL, and FRONT
vowels, the back vowels being made with the tongue humped towards the back
of the mouth. The English back vowels are the vowels as pronounced by a |
standard speaker in:

hard [ha:d]  hot [hot]

law [ia] food [fud]
Among English consonants, the somewhat vowel-like h-sound /h/ and the
non-standard GLOTTAL sTOP /7/ are both far back sounds, but there are no
‘throaty’ pharyngeal sounds like those that occur in Arabic and some other -
languages.
Compare UVULAR, VELAR.

back-formation

Morphology. The formation of a new word by the removal of (real or
apparent) affixes etc. from an existing word; a word that is an instance of this.
A back-formation is revealed by the fact that the date of its first use is later
than that of its apparent derivative. The majority of back-formations in
English are verbs.
Examples in English are: .

burgle (L1g) from burglar (M16) i

caretake (L19) from caretaker (M1g)

housekeep (M19) from housekeeping (M16)

liaise (E20) from liaison (M17)

reminisce (E1g)  [rom reminiscence {(L16)

scavenge (M17)  from scavenger (M16, from earlier scavager)

shoplift (E1g) {rom shoplifting (L17)

backshift

{n.) The changing of a present tense ta a past tense in a subordinate clause undet
the influence of a past tense in the main clause

e.g. I didn’t apply for the job, although [ was female and had the right degree

Where logically present tenses would be possible.

When using the past tense of a reporting verb (e.g. He said, They thought, I
remarked) it is common to shift the tenses of the words spoken or thought
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bare infinitive

e pust tenses too. Thus

‘) wm sorry | haven't asked them yet. T will.'
may (with backshift) become

Murk suid he was sorry he hadn’t asked them yet, but he would.

Nimilurly a past tense (7 asked them’) may become a past perfect (fe said he
ik uxked them).

1o hilt (sometimes known as the sequence of tense rule) is not, however,

suatic. Importantly, if the time frame of the person writing or speaking

v the same as that of the original speaker whose words are being
veporited, tenses do not need to change:

{le said he wouldn't

M wnid he won’t } be around in the year 2050.

tv.} Chunge (a tense) in this way.
1y8s R. Quirk et al. The past subjunctive . . or hypothetical past . . is backshifted to
hypathetical past perfective if there is a change in time reference.

{'ompure FREE indirect speech.

backwards anaphora See ANAPHORA.

dahuvrihi

Murphology. Of 2 compound noun: having the meaning ‘a person or thing
Iwsensing a certain characteristic’.

Vhe lerm is derived from a Sanskrit word, formed from baghu ‘much’ and vriki
‘tlee’, wnd literally meaning ‘having much rice’. In English grammar it is
wsially applied to compounds with a non-literal meaning that cannot be
#luced from the literal meaning of the separate parts. It is particularly used
ol wamewhat pejorative words, in which some unflattering attribute stands for
Ihe person alleged to possess it. English compounds of this type include:

hinckhead (M16) hunchback (E18)
halterfingers (M1g) lazybones (L16)
vgghead (E20) loudmouth (M20)
{uthead (M19g) paleface (E15)
hghbrow (L1g) scatterbrain (L18)

Ihe term is sometimes used in a wider sense (0 include other compounds in
which the head element cannot be equated with the whole. For example, just
#% 0N egghead or a scatterbrain is a person, not a kind of head or brain, so a
hurdhack is not a type of back, but a book with this characteristic.

(‘ompare EXOCENTRIC.

bare infinitive

The infinitive of a verb without a preceding to particle,

Bare infinitives are thus identical with the Basg form of the verb, They are
uned after
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base

the main modal verbs; e.g. f must go, I shall return! and can occur with semi-modals;

e.g. You needn't bother

the verb do in questions and negatives; e.g. Does he know? They didn't say

verbs of perception; e.g. We saw/heard them go, [ fels it bite me {these verbs can also
- be followed by -ing forms)

the verbs make and let; e.g. Make/let them wait

& few fixed expressions; e.g. make do, make believe, (live and) let live, let go

and in various other patterus; e.g. ['d rather try than de nathing.

A bare infinitive is only rarely interchangeable with a TO-INFINITIVE, and
some of the verbs listed above need a ro-infinitive when used in the passive,
e.g. We were made to wait. The verb help is unusual, in that both the bare ]
infinitive and the to-infinitive are often possible, e.g. Please help {me) (10} do
the washing-up.

base

Morphology.
1 The basic or uninflected form of a verb. Also base form,

Go, like, and sing are bases or base forms, in contrast to went, likes, sang,
which are not.
The base form of a verb functions (a) non-finitely
as the infinitive {e.g. You must go),
() finitely
as the imperative (e.g. Listen!, Be quiet, Have a biscuit)
as the present indicative tense for all persons other than the third person singular (e.g.
I always listen as opposed to He always listens) (the verb be is an exception to this)
as the so-called present subjunctive (They insisted that he listen).

2 A basic element in word-formation. Also base morpheme.

{2) Usually the base is an irreducible ‘core’, to which one or more affixes are
attached; e.p. sing + -5 = sings, great + -er = greater, great + -ly = greatly. .
Infectious consists of a base infect + a suffix -ious; indiscreet consists of the
negative prefix in- + the base discreer. i
(k) Various problems arise however in the analysis of some less simple words,

which sometimes do not consist merely of an affix or coliection of affixes
attached to a core word. For example, unanswerable consists of the negative
prefix un-, the word answer, and the suffix -able. But we do not normally have
a word *unanswer; we can only attach un- to answerable.

A related probiem is this: we can sometimes analyse a word as containing an
affix, but what remains is not recognizable as a core word. Gratuitous
apparently has the adjective suffix -ous (compare pompous, monstrous, out-
rageous), just as gratuity has a noun suffix -y, but we do not recognize gratuit-
as a word.

Some linguists reserve the term base for units of these two types (answerable
in the context of unanswerable and the incomplete form gratuit-). They may
then refer to units such as amswer, sing, great (as core words to which |
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basilect

wililitions can be made as in 1 above) as RooTs or STEMS. Thus base may be

lwan *hasic’ than stem or root.

Fhis is, however, an area where terminology is confused.
1yNs R. Quirk et al. In some linguistic descriptions the minimal unit in morphology
wiid word formation is called ‘morpheme’, with the further distinctions ‘inflectional
murpheme’ (eg: plural -s5), ‘free morpheme’ or minimal free form (eg: pole), ‘bound
morpheme’ (eg: un-, jeal), with the latter necessarily further subdivided between
‘affixsl morpheme’ (eg: un-) and ‘stem morpheme’ (or ‘root’ or ‘lexical morpheme’,
8 jeal-). What we are calling Base might in this framework be termed ‘base
murpheme’. It should be noted that linguists differ in their terminology for these
dintinelions, some reversing our use of STEM and BaSE, others using ‘root’ for whar
n this book is called ‘stem’.

v base component; (in Generative Grammar) a major part of the grammatical

wpparatus, along with such other constituents as the TRANSFORMATIONAL

VP OReRL.

In the Aspects model, the hase component contains the categorial and the

Ienicnl sub-components.
1yfo E. K. BRowN & J. E. MILLER These two—the . . phrase structure rules and the
lexicon—comprise what is referred to as the ‘base component’.

Nuxle English

A vuricty of the English language, comprising a select vocabulary of 850
words, invented by C. K. Ogden, of Cambridge, and intended for use as a
medium of international communication.

T'he word basic was a clever acronym for British American Scientific Interna-
Hfomal Commercial (English). Ogden’s book, Basic English, was published in
1y, and the idea enjoyed some vogue. But the language produced tended to
be unnatural and un-English, an artificial language rather than simplified
Itnglish.

fusic English is not to be confused with the computer language called Basic,
wi Basic, an acronym for Beginners’ All-purpose Symbalic Instruction Code.

haxilect

Nacielinguistics.

1 Specifically, in a community in which a CREGLE has been current (a
post-creole community), the social dialect that is furthest away from the
mundard language and nearest to the creole.

3 More generally, the least prestigious variety of a language. The term can
he used to describe dialects of people speaking English as their mother-tongue,
und may also be applied in communities where English is used as a second or
third language.

A basilect is closer to the standard language of which it is a version than either
& creole or a PIDGIN.

See ACROLECT, MESOLECT.
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RBC English

o basilectal: of, pertaining to, or characteristic of a basilect.

1977 1. T. PLATT Basilectal Singapore English is not a creole but what I have termed
a ‘creoloid’. It did not develop from a pidgin in the typical manner of a creole . . .
There is a gap between the most basilectal form of Singapore English and the
English-lexicon pidgins used in Singapore.

BBC English

Standard English, as supposedly spoken by professional BBC broadcasters.

In its early days the British Broadcasting Corporation encouraged a standard
non-regional ‘educated’ accent among its broadcasters. The policy was estab-
lished by the first managing director, John Reith, who sought ‘a style or
quality of English that would not be laughed at in any part of the country’
and was implemented by the Advisory Committee on Spoken English, estab-
lished by Reith in 1926 and succeeded, during the Second World War, by the
BBC Pronunciation Unit, BBC policy has been considerably modified since
the 1950s, and ‘BBC English’ is now only one of the accents heard from
newsreaders, announcers, and other programme presenters,

Compare RP.
before-past See PAST PERFECT.

benefactive

(n. & adj.) (Indicating) the case or role taken by a noun (or noun phrase)
referring to a person or animal that is intended to benefit from the action of
the verb. Contrasted with RECIPIENT.
In an inflected language such as Latin, benefactive could describe the meaning
of the dative case. In English this ‘intended recipient” meaning is often
indicated by a for- phrase. In

I bought her a present

1 bought this for you

She got the poor dog a bone

He found himself a job
her, you, the poor dog, and himself have benefactive meaning. Some grammar-
ians call objects that allow a prepositional construction with for *benefactive
objects’: so they distinguish between her in I gave her a present {tecipient role)
and her in I bought her u present (benefactive role). :
Compare DATIVE.

heneficiary

Semantics. The person (or animal) who benefits from the action of the verb;
see BENEFACTIVE.

bilabial
Phonetics (1. & adj.) (A speech sound} made with closed or nearly closed lips.
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binding

The Englisk bilabials are /p/, /b/, and /m/, as in pan, ban, and man.
{'ompare LABIAL, LABIO-DENTAL.

hllnteral

Fhonetics. With the air released around both sides of the tongue.

A bilateral articulation is the normal articulation of LATERAL sounds in
Itnglish. It contrasts with unilateral articulation, by which the air, unusually,
In released around one side only.

bilingual

(ndt )

I Able to speak two languages fluently.

b Spoken or written in two languages (e.g. a biflingual dictionary).
{n ) A person who speaks two languages fluently.

» bilingualism, (rarely) bilinguality.

Comprire AMBILINGUAL.

hinury

1 Dlesignating or relating to a pair of features in a language which are
miutually exclusive, or the opposition between them.

{#) Phonetics. The contrasts between nasal and non-nasal or voiced and
vodeeless articulations are said to be binary oppositions or binary features. Such
fentures are sometimes marked with a plus or minus sign. Thus /p/ is
vhatucierized as [-voice] and /b/ as [+voice].

{'vmpare DISTINCTIVE FEATURE.

{h) Binary (dichotomous) contrasts are a notable feature of vocabulary, which
vimlaing many pairs of words of opposite meaning. The phenomenon is often
dealt with under antonymy. Antonyms, however, include, or may be restricted
In, grudable pairs (e.g. good/bad, high/low), whereas binary opposition,
athiivily speaking, characterizes pairs with an ungradable, all-or-nothing con-
hanl (sometimes called complementaries), such as aliveldead, married! single,
Auman/non-human (contrast the gradable infuman). Converse relations (e.g.
burivell, husband/wife) can also be considered binary.

(11 In Generative Grammar, both syntactic and semantic binary contrasts are
mude, Nouns, for example, can be characterized as + or — ANIMATE, + or
- AWNTRACT. An alternative notation for [+ or -] is [£]. The system has
votmiderabie limilations, since by no means ali syntax or vocabulary lends
il Lo this kind of either/or analysis, ‘

Compare COMPONENTIAL ANALYSIS.
# hinary noun: the same as SUMMATION plural.

tinding See GOVERNMENT-BINDING THEORY.

47



binomial

binomial

A phrase containing iwo parallel units joined by a conjunction, in which the
order is relatively fixed. Sometimes called irreversible binomial.

e.g.
blood and thunder ladies and gentlemen
heaven and hel one and all

highways and byways thick and thin
knife and fork

Compare FIXED PHRASE.

biunique

Phonology. Consisting of or characterized by one-to-one correspondence"‘

between sound and phoneme.
. The term is used in some theories of phonelogy that assert that there is a

‘reversible’ correspondence between phonemes and the sounds {(ALLOPHONES) |

by which they are realized. But this idea is disputed.
s ¢ biuniquely. binniqueness.

blade

Phonetics. The tapering section of the front of the tongue, immediately behind

the tip. Also called lamina.

In describing how speech sounds are articulated it is useful to label the speech |

organs in some detail. Tip, blade, and sides (rims) of the tongue articulate with
the teeth in making the English th-sounds, /8/ as in theatre and /6/ as in then.

Consonants primarily involving the blade are /t/, /d/, /s/, and /z/.

blend

A word, phrase, or construction formed by the merging of parts of two other
linguistic elements.

blends) are:

bit (= binary + digit) (Mz20}

brunch (= breakfast + lunch) (Lig)

camcerder (= camera + recorder) (L20)

fantabulous (= fantastic + fabulous) (M20)

smog (= smoke + fog) (E20)

televangelist (= television + evangelist) {Lz0)

mote] (= motor + hotel) (E20}
Note that while most blends are formed by joining a pair of words at the point
where they have one or more letters or sounds in common (e.g. motor + hotel),
a few are not formed in this way (e.g. brunch, camcorder).

(&) Syntactic blends include such struciures as
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borrowing

| would have liked to have done it (J would have liked to do it + I would like to have

dune in)

Neither claim impressed us, nor seemed genuine {Neither claim impressed us or seemed

xenuine + The claims neither impressed us nor seemed genuine)

I do not dare refuse ({(modal) I dare not refuse + (ordinary verb) I do not dare to refuse)
Thix is a general term covering various types of structure, which might be
regarded as merely stylistically awkward, or as grammatically dubious or
nnucoluthic. A dated term for a particular type of blend is AP0 XOINOU.

¢ blending: the process by which a blend is formed.
('ompare CONTAMINATION,

block language

A type of structure different from normal. clause or sentence structure, but
often conveying a complete message.

Wock language is found especially in notices and newspaper headlines. It
whnclimes consists of single noun phrases (e.g. No exit, Fssex’s snappy reply
i negative image). Other block language has a sort of abbreviated clause
siructure, with articles, auxiliary verbs, and other minor words omitted {e.g.
Funky met by rain of stones, 19 dockers dismissed unfairly, Jailed racing driver's
hail request rejected).

Moomfieldian

1#) An adherent of the linguistic theories of Leonard Bloomfield, the Amer-
wun hinguist (1887-1949).

Ly } Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of Bloomfield or his theories.

Hinomfield's book, Language (1933), became an influential textbook, particu-
latly in the United States. The approach is associated with STRUCTURAL
Hngutsties and with theories of behaviourist psychology, and the reaction
Wi it this position led to the development of GENERATIVE GRAMMAR in the
19808 und 1960s,

hrrow
Murphology. Take (and often adapt) (a word) from another language.

horrowing

Atuiphology. The taking over of a word from a foreign language; a word so
lunowed (also called a LOANWORD).

)l term is somewhat misleading, since ‘borrowed’ words usually become a
jermanent, not a temporary, part of the borrowing language. Many borrow-
ingn ure modified to bring them into line with the phonological rules of their
wew lunguage.

Ax hun often been remarked, the richness of the English vocabulary is in large
part due to borrowing from many other languages of the world, sometimes in
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borsrowing

such a way as to allow fine denotative, connotative, or stylistic distinction
between semantically related or nearly synonymous words to grow up.

Loanwords attain different degrees of assimilation into the language. Som
are totally assimilated to the native word-stock and are phonetically an
orthographically integrated (e.g. butter, fail, gas, umbrellz). Others are fully
part of the English vocabulary, but retain traces of their foreign origin in their]
pronunciation, spelling, or inflection {e.g. addendium, phenomenon, genre, faux
pas). A third group may be well assimilated in their form, but remain
semantically tied to a foreign context (e.g. matador, rajah, sampan, samurdai, |
tundra). Finally, there is a category (into which all loanwords must initially
fally of words which have not yet achieved general currency but occur in very
limited contexts, such as during an English-speaker’s stay in a foreign country,
in news and current affairs, or in travel writing, books on foreign cuisine,
anthropological works, etc. Examples would vary from one person’s vocabu- |
lary to another’s, but might include desaparecide, intifada, peshmerga, tira-
misu, and Waldsterben.

Surprisingly few words have been borcowed into English from the neighbour-
ing Celtic languages (Welsh, Gaelic, and Irish). Bannock and crag are among
the few ecarly borrowings from Old British; coracle and flannel came from
Welsh later; clan, slogan, and whisky from Gaelic; and banshee, galore, and
shamrock from Irish.

Borrowing from Latin has been constant from the very earliest times, and has |
always included quite central vocabulary items, such as cheese, kiln, pillow, |
and rile, borrowed before Old Eaglish was recorded. Later Latin loans tended
to originate in a learned context but many have since become general (e.g.
focus, inflate, orbit). Many Latin loanwords have come, virtuaily unchanged,
through the intermediary of French (e.g. condition, oracle, superior) and in the 1
same way, many borrowings from ancient Greek have come through Latin
(e.g. abyss, cemetery, history), though some are direct loans (e.g. acme, kudos,
rhizome).

The Scandinavian settlement in late Old English times had a marked effect on
the English vocabulary: Danish- and English-speaking communities lived side
by side for some time, so that penetration was deep and all-pervasive. Even
form words, such as they, them,. their, though, and near, were borrowed.
Nearly all early Scandinavian loanwords are central items such as cast, egg,
law, take.

French has contributed more than any other language to the English vocabu-
lary, starting with the earliest post-Conquest loanwords (e.g. castle, prisen,
war). Borrowing at all levels of vocabulary was especially heavy during the
later middle ages, greatly affecting the core vocabulary (e.g. age, blue, chase,
front, people, search, and so on); more recent borrowing nas been mostly at
the learned and cultured level (e.g. avant-garde, surrealism).

Other important European sources of loanwords have been Dutch {(e.g.
brandy, deck, hoist), Low German (e.g. hawker, smuggle) and, of course,
Italian (e.g. motto, semoling) and Spanish (alligator, mosguito).

Loanwords from outside Furope tended, in the earlier period of exploration,
to come through other languages such as Dutch and Portuguese. As English-
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bounded

apwiking scttlements grew up, first in North America and then in other parts
ul the world, and as Britain imposed its political and commercial domination
ilwiing the nineteenth century, direct borrowings came from a large number
il other lunguages, e.g. sheikh (Arabic), boomerang, kangaroo (Australian
whwiniginml), lychee (Chinese), taboo (Tongan). mocassin, skunk (Algonguian),
pudv, tyroon (Japanese), caddy, rattan (Malay), thyg (Hindi), bungalow
(4 arati), cte.
<+ g Lo migration, ease of travel, mass communication, and similar factors,
wiy of foreign origin abound in present-day English speech and writing,
o« renlarly in the fields of cookery, the arts, and politics. It is difficult to
yrrein 1 whether any given word will become part of the vocabulary in the long
fmm.

biovsenned
¥ Murphology. Of a morpheme: normally occurring only in combination with
amirther (bound or free) form; not FREE.
MRunnd morphemes (or bound forms) include inflections such as
v oy, and -ed
#md aflixes such as
e, dis-, un-, and -ly.
& Of a clause: subordinate.

In some grammatical theory a bound clause is roughly the same as the
wbindinate clause of traditional grammar, but the terms swbordinate or
dependent are much more common.

§ Noc GOVERNMENT-BINDING THEORY,

hounded
¢} the referent of a noun: capable of being conceived of as a separate unit.

# boundedness.

'hin terminology is not very general, but is intended to deal with the problem
sl many coOuNT nouns (e.g. difficulty) can also be interpreted as mass nouns.

1984 R. D. HUDDLESTON In another cale, cake has a bounded or individuated interpreta-
tlon . . in so much cake it has an unbounded or mass interpretation.

When nouns are divided into either COUNT or UNCOUNT (usually the same as
Maxs), it is usual to describe nouns with membership of both categories in
terms of overlup or conversion, the latter a recognized process of lexical
murphology. The use of the term boundedness for noun meaning makes it
pussible to restrict the concept of COUNTABILITY to noun classes:
tof4 R.D.HUDDLESTON An uncountable noun. . cannot sustain an individuated inter-
pretation; the converse, however, does not hold. As the examples with cake . . show,
particular instances of countable nouns can receive mass interpretations. It is precisely
for this reason that | have treated countability and boundedness as distinct concepts.
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bracket

bracket
Phonetics & Phonology. Each of the paired typographical marks used to
enclose phonetic transcription. '

The usual convention is to use square brackets | ] for accurate phonetic values, |
and oblique strokes / / for phonemes.

bracketing

Linguistics. A method for showing the internal structure of a clause or
sentence, using pairs of brackets.

At a simple level the technique may be useful. We might for example contrast

[He] [looked up} [the word] [in his dictionary]j
subject verb object adverbial
with
[Hel [looked) [up the chimney]
subject verb adverbial

More complicated sentences may involve brackets within brackets, which
make the analysis difficult to read. For these TREE DIAGRAMS are often -
preferred. '

Compare BRANCHING.

branching

Linguistics. (n. & adj.) (The connections between main and subordinate units)
that can be symbolized by a branch (depending in a specified direction) within
2 TREE DIAGRAM.

The word sometimes occurs with prefixes, i.c. left-branching, right-branching,
and mid-branching (also called medial branching and nNesTinG). Thus initial |
subordinate clauses are /feft-branching and final subordinate clauses are right-
branching. Right-branching clauses tend to be easier to understand. Compare

1 danced with a man
who danced with a girl
who danced with the Prince of Wales.

and (left-branching)
T danced with a man
a gir!
the Prince of Wales danced with
danced with.

breaking

Phonetics. The process by which a pure vowel sound in certain contexts
becomes a centring diphthong.

This process is particularly likely to happen before /1/ (closing a syilable).
Thus words such as feel /fil/ or meal /mil/ are frequently realized in RP as

52



broad negative

i} andd [musl]. Historically, a similar process happened before /r/ (which, in
wonl limal position, has been lost in RPY; so beer was originally [bix] which
Wy Itenking became [biar] (now /bra/).

| hw ey originated in historical linguistics, where it denoted a similar change
ol vowels in Old English; it is a rendering of German Brechung ‘breaking’,

Jreath

tics. Expiration of air without any vibration of the vocal cords; con-
ted with voice (2).

Mrouthed

Phonetics. Of a speech sound: made without vibration of the vocal cords.

| he lerm was used by the British phonetician Daniel Jones in his An Outline
nf Knglish Phonetics 1918 (ninth edition, 1962). The more usual term today is
VIHCRLESS. ‘

{'ompare ASPIRATION,

bteuth-group
Phonetics. A word or succession of words, whether a sentence or part of a
senlence, uttered without pause, in a single breath.

A womewhat dated term, roughly equivalent to TONE UNIT, fone group, or
MUNMI-GROUP in more modern analyses of intonation.

1962 D. JonEs It is usnal to employ the term breath-group to dencte a complete
sentence that can conveniently be said with a single breath, or, in the case of very long
sentences, the longest portions that can conveniently be said with singie breaths,

Hriticism

A word or phrase that is of distinctively (modern) British origin, particularly
in vontrast to a different American equivalent.

| British English

The variety of English used in Great Britain, as contrasted with those used in
other English-speaking areas.

broad negative

" A word which is almost negative in meaning and in its grammatical effect, or
that is mainly used in a negative context.
The term is not in general use. It includes not only adverbs that are normally
classified as SEMI-NEGATIVE (such as barely, hardly, scarcely, seldom, rarely,
etc.) but also words such as bother and necessarily which normally appear in
negative contexts and which some grammarians might call NON-ASSERTIVE.
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broad transcription

broad transcription

A systematic method of representing in a rather general way (normally using |
the symbols of the INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET)} how spoken
language sounds; an example of this. Contrasted with NARROW transcription.
Also called broad notation, broad script.

The term is used in two related ways:

{a) A purely PHONEMIC transcription. Here symbols are restricted to the
phonemes of the language, i.e. the set of sounds that differentiate meaning,
Thus in English the /t/ phoneme would be represented by this one symbol in
all situations, regardless of the fact that the phoneme is realized by various
allophones, e.g. being aspirated in a stressed initial position (time)} and
wnaspirated after -s (sray), and ignoring also the fact that it may not always
have alveolar articulation. ‘
{b) A PHONETIC transcription, showing some articulatory details (e.g. aspir-
ation), but not very many, in contrast to a narrow transcription showing a lot :
of detail.
A broad phonemic transcription (a) is generally felt to be simplest to use, but ;
a knowledge of the allophonic systems of the language is needed if such a
transctiption is to be read aloud with even approximate accuracy.

by-form
Morphology. A collateral and sometimes less frequent form of a word.
This is an old-fashioned term from philology. It is generally used for a word
form which has essentially the same origin as a related word but a distinct
pronunciation and spelling, and which has had significant currency among
speakers and writers of standard English. Examples in the Oxford English
Dictionary include:

chaw (LME) besides chew (OE)

clift (LME) besides ciiff {OE)

commeonality (LME) besides commonalty (ME)

harrow (as in the Harrowing of Hell} (ME) besides harry (OE)
The by-form may be regarded as a subcategory of DOUBLET.
Compare HETERONYM (2).



.

C ,

) tUMPLEMENT as an ELEMENT in clause structure.
§ A symbol for a consonant in phoneclogical structure.

s

wrphalogy.
} The same as LOAN TRANSLATION.

¥} Form (a word or expression) as a loan translation (on a foreign word or
premsion).

19%# A. 5. C. Ross M[oderln Elnglish] That goes without saying is a translation-loan
of (hetter, is calqued on) Mfoderln French cela va sans dire.

enrdinal number

A number denoting quantity (one, two, three, etc.) in contrast t0 an ORDINAL
tinber, Also called cardinal numeral.

¢ardinal vowel

Fhonetics. One of a standard set of eighteen vowels, devised by the phoneti-
viwn Daniel Jones (1881~1967) as a basis for describing the vowels of any
languange. .

the system is mainly physiological. The vowels are described primarily in
terms of tongue position and the amount of lip-rounding is specified.

I'here are eight primary vowels: four front vowels, defined according to the
height of the front of the tongue, and four back vowels, where the height of
Ihwe buck of the tongue is relevant. The eight secondary cardinal vowels have
the sume tongue positions, but the lip-rounding or lip-spreading is different.
T'wa further vowels are identified as depending on the centre of the tongue
heing raised.

. Fhe cardinal vowel system is conventionally presented in a stylized diagram,

o1 which the actual vowels of a particular language can be supetimposed.
Thus the /i/ sound in English need is a high (or close) front vowel, but not
yuite so high as the idealized cardinal vowel 1; while English /ai/ in Aard is a
Jjow back or (open) vowel, near in sound to cardinal 5, the lowest or most open
back vowel. [See diagrams p. 443]

(‘ompare LIP POSITION,
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case

case

1 The functional role of a noun or noun phrase in relation to other words in
the clause or sentence.

2 The form of a word (shown by inflection) expressing this.

In English (unlike Latin, which has six cases) the only distinction of case in
nouns is between the coMMON case (i.e. the ordinary base form for the
singular: doy, with plural boys) and the GENITIVE (boy’s, boys’). Even this
analysis is disputed, since the genitive inflection can be added not only to a
word, but also to a phrase (e.g. the King of Spain’s daughter), which may not
even end with a noun (e.g. the man opposite’s car).

Among pronouns, six show distinctions between SUBJECT case and OBJIECT
case—li/me, he/him, she/her, welus, they/them, who/whom. Apart from these few
morphological distinctions, ‘case’ distinctions in English are shown by word
order and the use of prepositions, and so the traditional case names (nominat-
ive, accusative, dative etc.) taken over from Latin are generally considered
inappropriate.

case grammar

A theory about clause organization developed in the late 196os by the
American lingunist Charles Fillmore (b. 192g), which analyses the semantic
roles of nouns and noun phrases. The theory, along with other developments |
within generative grammar, grew to some extent out of dissatisfaction with
early STANDARD THEORY.

In this analysis case is not a category of surface syntax (as in traditional
grammar) but of meaning. Thus, in

The burglars broke the door down
the grammatical subject is agent; but in
The jemmy made little noise
it is instrument; in
The neighbours heard nothing
it is dative; and in
The whole place was a mess
it is locative.

The original six cases recognized were AGENT(IVE), the initiator of the action,
INSTRUMENTAL, DATIVE (2), FACTITIVE (2), LOCATIVE, and OBJECTIVE.
Subsequent adaptations and revisions introduced the ExPERIENCER case (for-
merly dative), RESULT (formerly factitive), SOURCE, GOAL (2), and PATIENT.

Case grammar is a useful contribution to the study of relationships between
grammar and meaning, but is not now generally considered to offer universal
solutions.

1976 F. R. Parmen The deeper the investigation, the more complex it seems to
become . . . A particularly difficult problem is My ear is twitching. My ear could be
agent since it is “doing’ the twitching, or experiencer, or even location (7 have a twitch
in my ear).
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cateqory

s aluchresis {Plural catachreses.)

Wiong application of a term, use of words in senses that do not belong to
e (H. W. Fowler, 1926.) An old-fashioned term, originally rhetorical.
Fanmples given by Fowler were the ‘popular’ use of chronic = severe, asset =
wlvantuge, conservative (as in ‘conservative estimate’) = low, annex = win, and
bl commaot.

19)y G PUTTENHAM Catachresis, or the Figure of abuse . . if for lacke of natural)
wid proper terme or worde we take another, neither maturall nor proper and do
villruly applie it to the thing which we would seeme to expresse.

» eninchrestic. catachrestically.

vutuphora

{he use of a pronoun or other PRO-FORM to point forward to a later word,
phose, or clause; an example of this process. Sometimes called forwards
whuphora, but usually contrasted with ANAPHORA.
I anmples:
What 1 want to say is this. Please drive carefully,
It you sec Aim, will you ask Bob to telephone me?
llers is the news. In the House of Commons, the Government had an overwhelming
majoeity . ..

¢ntuphoric

¢} or involving cataphora.
1976 M. A K. Harcoay & R. Hasan The presupposition may go in the opposite
direction, with the presupposed element following. This we shall refer to as cataphora
.. . The presupposed element may . . consist of more than one sentence. Where it does
nol, the cataphoric reference is often signalled in writing with a colon.

# ¢ cataphoric ellipsis: see ELLIPSIS,

Lntegory
A cLass of items with the same function; one of the characteristics of such a
class,
This is a very general term, used in different ways by different grammarians,
In some analyses, nouns, verbs, adverbs, etc. (i.e., parts of speech) are
calegories; in some, noun phrase, verb phrase, etc. are; in some, subject,
predicate, etc. are. Sometimes the term is reserved for characteristics of such
_ clements, €.g. ASPECT, TIME, CASE, GENDER, 0T PERSON,
In Scale-and-Category Grammar, four categories are contrasted with three (or
four) scales. The categories are:
UNIT {five units are recognized—sentence, clause, group, word, and morpheme)
STRUCTURE (concerned with the free or bound relationships within a unit)
CcLASS (concerned with such matters as classifying sentences into simple, compound,
at complex)

37



catenative

sYSTEM (concerned with the range of choices in any particular area: for example, the
person system offets three options.)

o categorial: relating to categories.

In early Generative Grammar the categorial component is the set of grammat«
ical rules that forms an important part of the theoretical apparatus; and
categorial rules (ot phrase structure rulesy are rewriting and expanding rules.

catenative

(n. & adj) (A lexical verb) that is capable of linking with a following verb.
(@) Stricily, with a directly following dependent verb.
e.g.
want (to go); begin (walking); go (shopping); get (hurt).
Chance juxtapositions are not catenative. Contrast:
We stopped + to talk to the old man (= in order to talk)
with
We stopped talking to the old man (catenative)
or
You only helped me + to satisfy your own conscience (= in order to satisfy)
with
You only helped me to answer one question {catenative)

(6) (Popuiarly.) More widely, including the above types of verb and similar
vetbs with an object, e.g.

want (them to go); waich (them go/going); have {the house painted).
Some of these are classified in different ways in different grammars.

causal .

Of a clause: expressing cause or reason. (An older term.) L

c.g
As you are rot ready, we must go without you.

“

causative

Semantics. (n. & adj.) (A word, especially a verb) expressing causation.

The term is particularly used in connection with verbs. In classic semantic
theory, the verb kill is a causative verb, meaning ‘cause to die’. Other
causatives include verbs of motion such as place or put, i.e. cause (something)
to be (in a place), and more general verbs that have a result, e.g. elect (They
have elected my brother as chairman).

In popular pedagogic grammar, get and have are the prime causative verbs, as
in Get your hair cut or We've had the house painted,

The term is sometimes applied to other linguistic units. Because of can be
described as a causative preposition; in She died of a fever, of a fever is a
causative adverbial.

58



centralized

conalively.
drngei® L ONATIVE,

| glving rise to an event or state, considered as one of the semantic
aed in the classification of adverb clauses and prepositions (e.g.
wwe aif ) Often conflated with REASON.

renienl

# 1N, w1, ot lorming, the centre,

18 sontral determiner; a determiner that must follow a PREDETERMINER
von by waall, hoth, such), but precede a POSTDETERMINER (such as a number).
1. must frequent central determiners are a/an and the, possessives (my,

her, its, our, their), and demonstratives (this, these, that, those). e.g.

b 0 nunce

e yesiordays

i) Swo lelt fect

bl thuw two criminals

ventinl yowel: (Phonetics) a vowel made with the centre of the tongue raised
tsow wnddn {he middle of the roof of the mouth, where the hard and soft palates
el

in atundird English (RP) the central vowels are:

the nound in fut, come, blood
o' Ahe xsound in bird, nurse, worm
v the wound at the beginning of age and the end of mother
« (e wound in foet, put, wolf, could.

# Ilaving the main features of a particular word class.

o ¢ coniral adjective: an adjective that can be used in both ATTRIBUTIVE and
3y w0 AVIVE positions.

vantial voordinator: see COORDINATOR,

rentral modal: a true MODAL VERB, contrasting with a SEMI-MODAL.

trrul pansive: a true PasSIVE verb having a regular active counterpart, in
conddeitat (o & semi-passive or pseudo-passive verb.

sonital preposition: a preposition having all the characteristics of a preposi-
Hartt H comiTast 1o 8 MARGINAL preposition.

1 «enfral meaning: see MEANING.
o venirality: the fact or quality of being central.

voniralized

Phonetics. Of a vowel: articulated with the centre of the tongue raised more
thun the front or the back.
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centring diphthong

The term is generally reserved for the articulation of 4 normally front or back |
vowel nearer to the centre of the mouth than uspal. In a broader sense most -

English vowels are centralized to some extent if measured against the CAR-
DINAL VOWEL system.

centring diphthong

Phonetics. A diphthong that moves towards a central vowel position for its
second element. Contrasted with CLOSING DIPHTHONG.
Standard RP has three centring diphthongs:

/ra/  as in dear, here, idea

fua/  as in tour, during

/ea/ as in fair, where, stare

chain

(Designating) a relationship between two linguistic units such that they can
occur together in a larger unit.

# ¢ chain and choice: the syntagmatic and paradigmatic relationships that exist
between linguistic units,

The contrast between chain and choice can be applied at various levels of
language analysis. Thus, if we take the words bat, cat, fat, hai, etc., the letters
b, ¢, f, and & are in a chain reiationship with -a¢, but in a choice relationship

with each other (and the same is true of the sounds to which they correspond), .

At a higher level, if we wish to add one word to complete the following: The
cat...on the mat, the chain relationship requires a verb, but the choice is
wide (is, jumped, lay, lies, sat, slept, etc.).

Compare AND-RELATIONS, PARADIGM (2}, SYNTAGM.

choice

(Designating) a relationship between two linguistic units such that only one
can be used in a particular context.

See CHAIN. Compare OR-RELATIONS.

Chomskyan

(adj.) Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of (the theories of) the American
linguist Noam Chomsky (b. 1928},

(n.) An adherent of Chomsky’s theories.

Chomsky’s Syntactic Structures (1957} and Aspects of the Theory af Syntax
(1965) introduced Transformaticnal-Generative Grammar and gave a radic-
ally new direction to linguistics. He has continued to develop his theories and
has published extensively ever since: on language and the human mind; on
phonology (his best-known contribution being The Sound Pattern of English
(1968} with M. Halle); and also, critically, on American foreign policy and
politics. His latest version of generative grammar iS GOVERNMENT-BINDING
THEORY (or government and binding).
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