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Time

One thing before another

Before I went to work I fed the cat. [+ clause: most typical]

Before going to work I wrote some letters. [+ -ing form: formal/written style]

I had written to her prior to meeting the committee. [formal/written style]

It was nice to be in Venice. Previously I’d only been to Rome. [fairly formal, more informal
would be Before that, I ...]

I was in the office from 2.30. I was out earlier on. [before then, fairly informal]

The city is now called Thatcherville. Formerly it was Grabtown. [fairly formal, typically
written; used when something has changed its name, state, etc.]

Things happening at the same time

While I waited, I read the newspaper. [or, more formal: While waiting, I read ...; the waiting
and reading happen together.]

As I was driving to work, I saw an accident. [As describes the background when something
happens in the foreground. As cannot be immediately followed by -ing.]

I saw her just as she was turning the corner. [precise moment]

She was entering at the very time / the very moment I was leaving. [these two are stronger
and more precise than as or just as]

Whenever I watch a sad film, I cry. [every time]

During and throughout are different:

During the war, I lived in Dublin. Throughout the war, food was rationed.

During does not specify how long within a period of time. Throughout means from the
beginning to the end of a period of time.

One thing after another

After I'd locked up, I went to bed. [or, more formal: After locking up; we do not usually say
‘After having locked up ...°, which is very formal style.]

First we went to theatre. Then / After that, we had a meal.

He fell ill and was admitted to hospital. He died soon afterwards. [In these two examples,
after that and afterwards are interchangeable.]

Following my visit to Beijing, I bought several books about China. [fairly formal]

Time when

When I’'m rich and famous. I’ll buy a yacht. [Don’t say: “When I will be rich ..."]

As soon as we’ve packed we can leave. [immediately after]

Once we’ve finished we can go and have a coffee. [less specific]

The moment/the minute I saw his face I knew I’d met him before.

I stayed in that hospital the time (that) I broke my leg.

I met Polly at Ken’s wedding. On that occasion she was with a different man. [more formal]

Connecting two periods or events

Dinner will be ready in about an hour. In the meantime, relax and have a drink. [between
now and the meal]

The new computers are arriving soon. Till then, we’ll have to use the old ones.

I last met him in 1985. Since then I haven’t seen him.

By the time I retire, I will have worked here 26 years. [Don’t say: ‘By the time I will retire ..."]
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Vowel sounds Consonant sounds
Symbol Examples Symbol Examples
fiz/ sleep me p/ put
fi/ happy recipe b/ book
N/ pin dinner It/ take
ol foot could pull /d/ dog
fux/ do shoe through /k/ car kick
e/ red head said g/ go guarantee
[al arrive father colour ItJ/ catch church
/31/ turn bird work /dz/ age lounge
a1/ sort thought walk /f/ for cough
e/ cat black v/ love vehicle
/nl sun enough wonder 10/ thick path
/p/ got watch sock 10/ this mother
/ax/ part heart laugh /s/ since rice

/z/ Z00 houses
let/ name late aim /f/ shop sugar machine
a1/ my idea time 3/ pleasure usual vision
[o1/ boy noise /h/ hear hotel
fed/ pair where bear /m/ make
1o/ hear beer n/ name now
fau/ go home show n/ bring
[av/ out COwW n/ look while
[ual pure poor It/ road

Al young

/w/ wear
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You probably
need only to
understand
the verb coin in
the text,
whereas most
speakers of
English probably
need to

use and
understand
words like
contact, add and
opportunities.

Learning vocabulary — general advice

What do you need to learn?

1 How many words are there in English? At least:
2) 10,000 b) 100,000  ¢) 250,000  d) 500,000

2 Winston Churchill was famous for his particularly large vocabulary.
How many words did he use in his writing?
a) 10,000 b) 60,000 ¢) 100,000 d) 120,000

3 How many words does the average native English speaker use in his/her everyday
speech?
a) 2,500 b) 5,000 ¢) 7,500 d) 10,000

4 How many words make up 45% of everything written in English?
a) 50 b) 250 ¢) 1,000 d) 2,500

5 What do you think are the most common 20 words in English?

To summarise some basic facts about English vocabulary:

® The most common words in English are the grammar words which you already know.

¢ There are many words in English you don’t need at all.

e There are other words that you need simply to understand when you read or hear them.
e There are words which you need to be able to use yourself.

Clearly you need to spend most time learning this last group. In the text below underline
the words you’d like to be able to use.

English vocabulary has a remarkable range, flexibility and adaptability. Thanks to the
periods of contact with foreign languages and its readiness to coin new words out of old
elements English seems to have far more words in its core vocabulary than other
languages. For example, alongside kingly (from Anglo-Saxon) we find royal (from French)
and regal (from Latin). There are many such sets of words which add greatly to our
opportunities to express subtle shades of meaning at various levels of style.

4 English Vocabulary in Use (upper-intermediate)
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It is not enough just to know the meaning (or meanings) of a word. You also need to know:

— which words it is usually associated with.

— its grammatical characteristics.

— how it is pronounced.

— whether it is formal, informal or neutral (See also Unit 4).

e Try to learn new words in phrases not in isolation.
® Write down words that commonly go together. These are called collocations:

adjectives + nouns, e.g. rich vocabulary, classical music, common sense.
verbs + nouns, e.g. to express an opinion, to take sides.
nouns in phrases, e.g. in touch with, a train set, a sense of humour.
words + prepositions, e.g. at a loss for words, thanks to you.
¢ Note special grammatical characteristics of new words. For example, note irregular

verbs, e.g. take, took, taken; uncountable nouns, e.g. luggage; or nouns that are only
used in the plural, e.g. clothes.

e Note any special pronunciation problems with new words.

e Make a note if the word is particularly formal or informal in character, in other words
if it has a particular register.

1 How could you write these words in phrases to help you remember them?
a) royal b) dissuade ¢) king d) up to my ears e) independent
f) get married

2 What grammatical notes would you make beside the following words?
a) scissors b) weather ¢) teach d) advice e) lose f) trousers

3 What might you note beside the following words?
a) subtle b) catastrophe ¢) photograph/photographer d) answer

4 What might you note beside the following words about their register?
a) guys b) persons ¢) people

5 What phrases could you pick out of the text about vocabulary in section A that could
be useful to learn?

Can you learn just by reading or listening to English?

You can help yourself to learn English vocabulary not only by studying with this book but
also by reading and listening to English as much as you can. Rank each item below from 0
to 4 to describe how important this way of learning vocabulary is for you personally. (4 is
the most important.) You can add other items to the list if you wish.

newspapers TV (cable/subtitled) magazines radio e.g. BBC World Service
video academic or professional literature cinema fiction comics
the Internet cassettes or CDs (music or spoken word) talking to native speakers

How are you going to plan your vocabulary learning?

1 How many words and expressions do you intend to learn each week?
a) -5 b) 10 c) 15 d) more than 15

2 Where and when are you going to learn them?
a) on the way to school or work b) before dinner c) in bed d) other

3 How often are you going to revise your work?
a) once a week b) once a month c) before a test d) once a year

English Vocabulary in Use (upper-intermediate) 5
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Learning associated words together
e Learn words with associated meanings together.

Learning words together that are associated in meaning is a popular and useful way of
organising your vocabulary study.

1 Complete the bubble network for the word CAT. Add as many other bubbles as you like.

o ()

CAT

If possible, compare your network with those done by your classmates. Add any of
their ideas that you like to your own network.

e Learn words with a grammatical association together.

2 Here are some groups of words, each of which has a grammatical connection. Can you
see what the connection is? What other words could you add to these groups?

a) child tooth mouse b) information furniture luggage
¢ Learn together words based on the same root.
3 Can you add any words or expressions to these two groups?

a) price priceless overpriced
b) handy single-handed give me a hand

Using pictures and diagrams

e DPictures might help you to remember vocabulary.

lungs
liver
heart
stomach
kidneys

intestines

1 Can you draw any pictures that would help you remember the following vocabulary?
a circle to look a gift-horse in the mouth  screwdriver

6  English Vocabulary in Use (upper-intermediate)
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2 Look at the word tree for holiday. Now complete a tree for school.
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e Word forks are good ways of learning adjectives and verbs.
3 Look at complete word forks below. Finish the others.

original shoot magnificent kick

brilliant edit breath-taking hit

unusual idea direct a film superb view bounce a ball
great star in

excellent review

e Bubble networks can be a useful way of

writing down phrasal verbs.
4 Look at the example. The base verb

goes at the centre of the network and is
surrounded by the different prepositions
which can be added to the base verb to
make a phrasal verb. The final bubble
contains an appropriate object or
phrase to complete the relevant phrasal

verb.

an illness

of my sight

Write your own bubble network for make. Use a dictionary and look at Unit 89.
e Tables can also help clarify collocations (words that are often associated).

5 Look at the following example of a table:

in the morning

a car a motorbike a train a horse a plane
to fly +
to drive + et
to ride £ +
Now complete the following sentences.
a train.

a) She has always wanted to have the chance to ..........
b) Trainee pilots spend a long time learning how to
planes.

seren... 2 motorbike can be very dangerous.

different kinds of

You will do more practice with these and other ways of writing down vocabulary in

Unit 3.
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no one correct way to organise a vocabulary notebook, but it is a good idea to think about possible

E All the time that you use this book, we advise you to keep a personal vocabulary notebook. There is
ways of doing so.This unit gives some possibilities and examples.

Organising words by meaning

Try dividing your notebook into different broad sections, with sections for words for
feelings, words to describe places, words for movement, words for thinking, etc. In each
section you can build families of words related in meaning, using some of the ways
suggested in this unit.

Using various types of diagrams

Words that can be grouped under a heading or a more general word can be drawn as a
tree-diagram. (See also Unit 2.)

HOLIDAYS
ACTIVITIES— TT——— ACCOMMODATION

swimming / sightseeing camp-site /hOtd BOOKING
T VTN

hiking s T single/double room  check-out time ....cooeeercuuunnnnne

The dotted lines mean that you can add more words to the tree as you meet them.

A bubble network is also useful, since you can make it grow in whatever direction you
want it to. (See Unit 2.)

motorway

Organising by word-class
A Spanish learner of English, Angeles, gave us an interview on how she marks word-class
in her personal notebook. This is what she said:

TRAVEL

‘What I have just started doing is to write them depending on if they are verbs or nouns
or adjectives or phrases. If they are phrases I write them in red and also the definition.
If they are verbs, in black, and blue if they are nouns ... And if I write the Spanish
translation I write it in another colour, so it’s easy to see ... I draw some pictures too.’

MMW" . P -
gl - _ama g e

When you find a synonym or an antonym of a word you already have in your book, enter
it next to that word.

stop = cease (‘cease’ is more formal than ‘stop’) urban # rural

8  English Vocabulary in Use (upper-intermediate)
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Exercises

Here is a list of words a Spanish learner of English has made in her vocabulary notebook.
How could she improve them and organise them better?

dode = ralod dm@ = the wom was hot and | got druWSj
tol the time = dedir la hom wristwatth = alod de pulsea

nsh = darse prisa What fime do you make it?

offie - despacho next to = Junto a/al lado de

beneath hands = the minvte—hand (minvtero)

undler wide—awale, (f\)@ o.vJo.L(L)

| st wsh = tenqo prisa/tengo que omer

Here is a word-map, a variation on the bubble network. What word do you think should
go in the middle?

box

comedy
tragedy stalls

play
performance book cancel

| =2

producer ticket
actor |

programme

company director

One learner tested himself regularly with his notebook, covering up the word and trying to
guess it from the translation he had written or from any other notes he had made. Here is
his system.

1 If the notes and/or translation were clear but he could not get the word, he made a
small red mark in the margin. Three red marks meant that word needed extra attention
and a special effort to learn it.

2 If the notes and/or translation could not help him guess the word, then the word got a
blue mark. A blue mark meant ‘Write more information about this word!’

What is your testing system? Try to invent one if you have not got one, or ask other
people what they do. Try your system out and decide if it works.

Making tables for word-classes is a good idea, since you can fill in the gaps over time.
What would you put in the remaining gaps in the table?

noun verb adjective person
production produce producer
industry industrial

export

Follow-up: Exchange tips on recording vocabulary in a notebook with at least two other people who
are learning English or another language.

English Vocabulary in Use (upper-intermediate) 9
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The names of basic parts of speech in English

article noun adverb conjunction gerund

| | | | |

A good student works hard at her books and she enjoys learning.

1 ! l

adjective verb preposition pronoun

Words relating to nouns

Look at the sentence An artist loves beauty. The word artist is countable, i.e. it has a
plural form (artists), but beauty is uncountable. Artist is the subject of the verb as it
describes who does the verb; beauty is the object, i.e. what is affected by the verb.

Words relating to verbs
infinitive (go) -ing form (going) past participle (gone) past tense (went)
Go (go, gone, went) is an irregular verb whereas live (live, lived, lived) is regular. Go is

also intransitive because it does not need an object, e.g. Has Luis gone? Make is transitive
because it is followed by an object — you make something.

Words relating to the construction of words

In the word, irregularity, ir- is a prefix, regular is a root and -ity is a suffix. Thin is the
opposite or antonym of fat and slim is a synonym of thin. A word family is a set of words
based on one root, e.g. word, wordy, to reword. A phrase does not include a main verb —
‘in a word” is an example of a phrase. A sentence has a main verb; it begins with a capital
letter and ends with a full stop (or a question mark or an exclamation mark).

Words relating to pronunciation

A syllable /s1labal/ is the minimum sound unit of a word consisting of one vowel and any
consonants on either side. There are five syllables in the word ‘monosyllabic’ and the
stress is on the fourth syllable.

Words and their associations

There are different styles of speaking and writing appropriate to different situations. Slang
is an extremely informal style; a colloquial style is suitable mainly for conversations, e.g.
He’s a nice guy. Pejorative words have a negative association. Pig-headed is pejorative
whereas determined, which is very close in meaning, is not. Collocation refers to words
which frequently occur together, e.g. heavy rain, ginger hair.

Words describing punctuation

full stop , comma ; semi-colon apostrophe
- hyphen - dash ! exclamation mark ? question mark
() brackets “” inverted commas ANNE block capitals

bl

10 English Vocabulary in Use (upper-intermediate)
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Exercises

Look at the paragraph about words and their associations in F opposite. Find at least
three examples of each of the following:

1

P IVIEEDIS 15555 0050 7m0 5558 e T 55 e e R S T R oo S s i s TR AR50
3 AAJECLIVES oottt
4 AAVEIDS oo
5 prepositions

Now mark the nouns you’ve written with a C (countable) or UC (uncountable). Mark the
verbs R (regular) or IR (irregular) and T (transitive) or IT intransitive.

Complete the following table.

verb infinitive -ing form past participle

define
mean
write

Think about the word informal.

1 What is its root, its prefix and its suffix?

2 What is its opposite or antonym?

3 Has it got any synonyms?

4 Name some words that are included in its word family.

Look at all the words in bold (with more than one syllable) in sections E, F and G
opposite. In each case mark which syllable is stressed.

Match the following colloquial words with their more formal equivalents in the box.
1 chat (verb) 2 loo 3 chap 4 put up with 5 fiddle (noun)

man violin lavatory converse tolerate

The following pairs of words are close in meaning but one word in each case is pejorative.
Which?

1 terrorist / freedom fighter 3 fluent / wordy S cunning / shrewd
2 slim / skinny 4 mean / thrifty 6 generous / extravagant

The words in the box each collocate with one of the following words: noun, verb and
colloquial. What are the collocations?

EXAMPLE abstract noun

abstract expression intransitive language regular uncountable

Cover the left-hand page and write the names of the following punctuation marks.

() oo S S e D

English Vocabulary in Use (upper-intermediate) | |
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Good dictionaries, especially learners’ dictionaries, can tell you a lot more about a word
than just its meaning, including (among other things):

e Word-class (usually abbreviations n: noun, adj: adjective, etc.), whether a noun is
countable or uncountable, and whether a verb is normally transitive (needs an object)
or intransitive (doesn’t need an object).

¢ Synonyms and their differences, e.g. mislay and misplace
e Antonyms (opposites), e.g. friend # enemy/foe

e Collocations (how words go together), e.g. living is often used in these collocations:
cost of living, make a living, standard of living, do something for a living

® Pronunciation: this will mean learning some symbols which are different from the
letters of the English alphabet.

0  thin thick 0 thin then t/ ch in church
I shin she dz jinjam 3 s in pleasure
D) ngin ring @ ain bad D 0 in top

" 51 o in form U uin put S ain about
A uinup 31 ir in bird

Most other symbols look just like ordinary letters of the English alphabet and their
pronunciation is not too hard to guess. Check the table on p.3 if you’re not sure.

e Word stress: often shown by a mark before the syllable to be stressed or by bold type,
e.g. od'vent o/, /wes ton/. Make sure you know how your dictionary marks stress.

e Usage: how a word is used and any special grammatical pattern that goes with it,
e.g suggest + clause (not an infinitive) — I suggest you ring her right away.

e Whether a word is used for people and/or things. For example, look at this entry for
malignant:

ma-lig-nant /ma'lignant/ adj 1 (of people or their
actions) feeling or showing great desire to harm
others; malevolent: @ malignant slander, attack,
thrust. 2 (a) (of a tumour) growing uncontrol-
lably, and likely to prove fatal: The growth is not
malignant. (b) (of diseases) harmful to life.
> ma-lig-nancy /-nansi/ n 1 [U] state of being
malignant. 2 (C] malignant tumour.
ma-lig-nantly adv.

Don’t forget that most words have more than one meaning. In this example, only the
second meaning corresponds to the way hairy is used in this sentence:

It was a really hairy journey on the mountain road.

hairy /hesri'/, hairier, hairiest. 1 Someone or A quaur
something that is hairy is covered with hair. gc ...a

plump child with hairy legs... ..a big, hairy man...

The function of a mammal’s hairy coat is to insulate

the body.

2 If you describe a situation as hairy, you mean that Aosqua

it is exciting, worrying, and rather frightening, a = nerve-
very informal use. ec It got a little hairy when we T2C¥iP8 Scary
drove him to the station with less than two minutes

to spare.
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Exercises

With a bilingual dictionary, try a double search: look up a word in your language; the
dictionary may give several possibilities in English. Look up each of those possibilities in
the English section of the dictionary to see how they translate back into your language.
This may help you to distinguish synonyms.

If you own a dictionary, make a little mark in the margin each time you look a word up.
If a word gets three or more marks, it is worth an extra effort to learn it.
What other learning techniques are there for dictionaries?

Small bilingual dictionaries often just give three or four translations for a word you look up,
without any explanation. Here are some pictures with translations you might find in such a

dictionary. Which ones fit in the sentences? You may need to use a monolingual dictionary.

sofa  divan boots bootees sailing boat ketch

couch settee wellingtons dinghy yacht
1 Come and sit on the ..o, and relax a while.
2 She bought a huge, luxury .......ccoocovevennrenn. and went off round the world.

3 If you’re going to stand in the water you should take your .......cccoccouvenennee
4 1Tt’s not a proper yacht; it’s just a tiny little ......ccooocooviorrennnee.

Which for casual describes its use in these sentences?

cas-ual [NOT INTERESTED] /'k&3-ju-2l/ adj not taking or not cas-ual [TEMPORARY] /'k&3-ju-al/ adj [beforen] not regular
seeming to take much interest; not caring e The or fixed; temporary e The company is only taking on casual
psychologist’s attitude seemed far too casual, even brutal. e labour/labourers/workers. e Are you emploved

Security around the conference hotel seemed almost casual. e
Although close to tears, she tried to make her voice sound
casual.

cas-ually /'ke3-ju-o-li/ adv e “How would you kill
someone, doctor?” the woman asked casually (=as if it was
not a serious matter).

1 It was quite a casual outfit, just right for
such an informal occasion.

2 T only said it casually, but it shocked her.

3 She has a very casual attitude to her work.
She should take it more seriously.

4 Idon’t get a salary; ’'m just a casual.

Pronunciation. What English words are these?
1 /edzu'kerfon/ ..., 3 /'len6/
2. I'peSPaIl!  crerrmrenienenss 4 /'libaty/

permanently or on a casual basis? e Casual sex/
relationships can involve serious health risks. e [LP)
Work
cas-ually /'k®3 ju-a-li/ adv e Eighty per cent of the
workforce is employed casually, with no security.

cas-ual [CHANCE| /'k&3-ju-al/ adj [before n] not serious or
considered; (done) by chance e It was just a casual
comment, I didn’t mean it to be taken so seriously. e To a
casual observer, everything might appear normal. e The
new law is intended to deter the casual user of drugs.
cas-ual-lly /'k®3-ju-2-li/ adv e He had information that
he could not have acquired casually (=by chance).

cas-ual /'kee3-ju-al/ adj (of clothes) not formal
or not suitable for special occasions e For some people
casual clothes means a shapeless T-shirt and old jeans, for
others chinos and sweaters. o [LP) Shopping goods

.......................... S /ra'vizon/ ...
.......................... 6 /'Drado/ ...

In the dictionary entry for hairy opposite how many synonyms can you find?

Follow-up: If you can access the Internet go to the web address for Cambridge University Press

dictionaries at http://www.dictionary.cambridge.org/ and find out what different types of dictionaries are

available for learners of English.
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Here is an extract from a book about language learning strategies on the importance of
revising in an active way.

Revising ... is especially useful for remembering new material in the target language. It
involves looking back at what has been studied at different intervals, at first close together
and then increasingly far apart. For example, Misha is learning a set of vocabulary words
in English. He practises them immediately, waits 15 minutes before practising them again,
and practises them an hour later, three hours later, the next day, two days later, four days
later, the following week, two weeks later, and so on until the material becomes more or
less automatic. In this way he keeps returning to these particular vocabulary words, even
though he might be meeting more material in class. Each time he practises these vocabulary
words, Misha does it in a meaningful way, like putting them into a context or recombining
them to make new sentences. Naturally, the amount of time needed to make new material
automatic depends on the kind of material involved.

Revising with this book

When you revise a unit, first read it through. Then look at anything you wrote in your
vocabulary notebook, connected with the unit. Then, and most importantly, try to do
something different with the new words and expressions in that unit in order to help fix
them in your memory. Here are some suggestions:

® Highlight any words and expressions that you had forgotten or were not sure about.

* Look at the unit and choose six words and expressions that you particularly want or
need to learn. Write them down.

* Look up any words that you selected in an English-English dictionary. Do these words
have any other uses or associations that might help you learn them? Looking up the
word, heart, for example, might lead you to heart-broken or to have your heart in your
mouth. Write anything that appeals to you in an appropriate phrase or sentence.

® The dictionary can also help you find some other words based on the same root.
Looking up the noun, employment, leads you to the verb, employ, to the nouns,
employer and employee, and to the adjectives employable, unemployed and self-
employed.

¢ Note the pronunciation of the words and expressions you wish to learn. Try to write
them down in phonetic script. Use a dictionary to help you.

e In your notebook, write down the words and phrases from a unit in a different way —
put them into a network or a table, perhaps.

e The next day, ask yourself: How much can I remember?
e Test yourself, cover part of a word or phrase. Can you complete the word or phrase?

When you have done all the steps above that you feel will be useful to you, close your
book and notebook and remind yourself of what you have been studying. How much can
you remember?
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One of the great advantages of revising vocabulary is that it should help you to make the
step from having something in your receptive vocabulary to having it in your active
vocabulary. Encourage this process by:

writing the words and expressions you are trying to learn in a sentence relating to your
life and interests at the moment.

making a point of using the new words and expressions in your next class or
homework or in some other way.

keeping a learning diary in which you note down things that particularly interest you
about the words you have learnt.

watching out for the words and expressions you are trying to learn in your general
reading of English. If you come across any of them in use, write them down in their
context in your diary or notebook.

writing a paragraph or story linking the words and expressions you want to learn.

What can you remember?

1

What do you remember now from the first five units in this book? Answer without
looking back at the units.

Now read through the units again.
How much do you remember about the units now?

Choose at least one word and expression from each unit and work through all the
suggestions made in B and C above. It may not always be appropriate in your future
study to do all the steps in B but try them now for practice.

Some plans for your work with this book

1

How often are you going to revise what you have done? (Every week? Every five units?)

2 Which techniques are you going to use for revising?

3

Now write yourself some notes to remind yourself of when you are going to revise. You
might like, for instance, to write revise vocabulary in your diary for the next eight
Fridays, if you decided to revise every week. Alternatively you could write REVISE in
capital letters, after, say, every five units in the book.
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Inferring meaning from context

There are a number of clues which you may be able to use to help you work out the
meaning of an unfamiliar word:

The context in which it is used
e Visual clues: a picture in a book or film footage in a TV news broadcast may help you.

e Your own background knowledge about a situation: for example, if you already know
that there has just been an earthquake in Los Angeles, then you will find it easy to
understand the word ‘earthquake’ when you hear a news broadcast about it.

¢ The immediate context (other words around the unfamiliar word): these may make the
meaning absolutely clear: ‘Suzanna picked one tall yellow gladiolus to put in her new
crystal vase.” Even if you have never seen or heard the word ‘gladiolus’, it will probably
be obvious to you from the context that it is a type of flower.

e Grammatical clues in the context: it is not difficult to understand that ‘superstitious’ -
must be an adjective in the sentence ‘Marsha is very superstitious.” or that ‘gingerly’ is
an adverb in ‘Jackie tiptoed gingerly down the stairs.’

Similarity to other words you already know in English

A large number of words in English are made up of combinations of other words.

You may never have seen the word ‘headscarf’, for example, but the meaning is easy to
work out from its two components. Units 12-14 will help you improve your skills in
understanding how English uses everyday words to build up new concepts.

Structure

A prefix or suffix may give you a clue, for example. Units 8-11 focus on different aspects
of word formation in English and should help you exploit those clues in making sense of
unfamiliar words.

Similarity to a word you know in your own (or some other) language

If your first language is of Latin or of Germanic origin, you will come across many words
in English that resemble words in your own language. However, English has taken many
words from many other languages too (see Unit 15). So make use of any other languages
you know. But remember that some words are false friends — they sound as if they mean
the same but in fact they have a different meaning. (A good dictionary will give lists of
false friends for a lot of European languages.)

Explaining unknown words

The following expressions can be useful when you are trying to explain what a word or

expression means:

It’s (a bit) like (a chair) ...

It’s something you use for (painting pictures / cleaning the kitchen floor ...)

It’s a kind of (bird / musical instrument / building ...) It must / could be ...
It will not be possible to work out the meanings of all the unfamiliar words that you come across
but remember that you do not need to understand every word in a text in order to understand the

whole text. When it is crucial to know a meaning, use the clues suggested in this unit and make a
guess before checking the dictionary.
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Exercises

Look at the following text. Before you read it, see if you know what the underlined words
mean.

A tortoise is a shelled reptile famed for its slowness and
longevity. The Giant Tortoise of the Galapagos may
attain over 1.5 metres in length and have a lifespan of
more than 150 years. Smaller tortoises from Southern
Europe and North Africa make popular pets. They need

to be tended carefully in cool climates and must have a

warm place in which they can hibernate.

Which of the underlined words can you guess from the context or using any other clues?
First make a guess and then check your guesses in the key.

Use the context to work out what the underlined words mean. Explain them using one or
other of the expressions in B on the opposite page.

1 Above the trees at the edge of the meadow, a buzzard hangs for a moment on the wind
before soaring towards the hills.

2 According to some sources, the water vole is one of the most rapidly declining creatures

in Britain and a new survey is now being carried out to determine how serious the

threat of extinction really is.

Using a large chisel the police broke through the front door and surprised the robbers.

4 We ate a delicious chicken and noodle soup from a big tureen and enjoyed several

bowls each.

When the soup is ready, ladle it into six warmed bowls.

6 We often used to walk up to the cliff top where we would clamber over the farmer’s
gate and go right to the edge where the view was better.

7 Some people get really ratty when they haven’t had enough sleep.

(O8]

L

Use your knowledge of other basic English words to help you work out the meanings of
the underlined words and expressions. Rewrite them using simpler words or explanations
for the underlined words and phrases.

1 It says on the can that this drink is sugar-free.

2 More and more shops now have their own special store cards and offer you a discount
if you use one of them.

I find Mo a very warm-hearted person.

I’'ve been up to my eyes in work ever since I got back from holiday.

We walked down a tree-lined street towards the station.

The little boys were fascinated by the cement-mixer.

N »n bW

Use your knowledge of prefixes and suffixes to suggest what these phrases mean.

1 to re-direct an envelope 5 my ex-boss

2 uncontrollable anger 6 anti-tourist feelings

3 pre-dinner drinks 7 to disconnect the telephone
4 bi-monthly report 8 undelivered letters
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The informal
suffix -ish can
be added to
most common
adjectives, ages
and times to
make them less
precise, e.g.
She’s thirtyish.
He has reddish
hair. Come
about eightish.

Suffixes

Common noun suffixes
-er /9/ is used for the person who does an activity, e.g. writer, painter, worker, shopper,
teacher.
You can use -er with a wide range of verbs to make them into nouns.
Sometimes the -er suffix is written as -or (it is still pronounced /o/). It is worth making a
special list of these as you meet them, e.g. actor, operator, sailor, supervisor.
-er/-or are also used for things which do a particular job, e.g. pencil-sharpener, bottle-
opener, grater, projector.
-er and -ee (pronounced /it/) can contrast with each other meaning ‘person who does
something’ (-er) and ‘person who receives or experiences the action’ (-ee)
employer/employee /emplorj'it/, sender/addressee, payee (e.g. of a cheque).
-(t)ion/-sion/-ion are used to form nouns from verbs, e.g.

complication pollution reduction alteration donation promotion admission
-ist [a person] and -ism [an activity or ideology]: used for people’s politics, beliefs and
ideologies, and sometimes their profession (compare with -er/-or professions above). e.g.
Buddhism, journalism, Marxist, typist, physicist, terrorist.
-ist is also often used for people who play musical instruments, e.g. pianist, violinist, cellist
-ness is used to make nouns from adjectives: goodness, readiness, forgetfulness, happiness,
sadness, weakness. Note what happens to adjectives that end in -y.

Adjective suffixes

-able/-ible /obl/ with verbs, means ‘can be done’:
drinkable washable readable forgivable edible [can be eaten]

Verbs

-ise (or -ize) forms verbs from adjectives, e.g. modernise [make modern], commercialise,
industrialise.

flexible [can be bent]

Other suffixes that can help you recognise the word-class

-ment: (nouns) excitement enjoyment replacement

-ity: (nouns) flexibility productivity scarcity

-hood: (abstract nouns especially family terms) childhood motherhood
-ship: (abstract nouns especially status) friendship partnership membership

-ive: (adjectives) passive productive active

-al: (adjectives) brutal legal (nouns) refusal arrival
-ous: (adjectives) delicious outrageous furious

-ful: (adjectives) forgetful hopeful useful

-less: (adjectives) useless harmless homeless

-ify: (verbs) beautify purify terrify

d  When you are recording a new word in your vocabulary notebook, write any suffixes that go with it

2l (e.g. refuse — refusal).
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Exercises

Use the -er/-or, -ee and -ist suffixes to make the names of the following. If you need to use
a dictionary, try looking up the words in bold.

Example: A person who plays jazz on the piano. a Jazz pianist

The thing that wipes rain off your car windscreen.

A person who plays classical violin.

A person who takes professional photographs. (N.B. pronunciation)
A person who acts in amateur theatre,

The person to whom a cheque is paid.

A machine for washing dishes.

A person who donates their organs upon their death.

The person to whom a letter is addressed.

O WN -

Each picture is of an object ending in -er. Can you name them?

List six jobs you would like to have in order of preference. How many different suffixes
are there in your list? Do any of the job names not have a suffix? (e.g. pilot, film star)

Do these words mean a thing, a person, or both?

1 a cooker 3 a ticket-holder 5 acleaner 7 a drinker
2 a typewriter 4 a CD player 6 a smoker 8 a dresser

Compete each of the second sentences by changing the words underlined in the first
sentences. Use a suffix from the left-hand page and m ake any spelling changes needed.

1 Most of his crimes can be forgiven. Most of his crimes are ........cccooovvuene..

2 The Club refuses to admit anyone not wearing shoes. The Club refuses ..o, to
anyone not wearing shoes.

3 Her only fault is that she is lazy. Her only fault is ..o

4 This firm has produced a lot in recent years. This firm has been very .......coouveeen. in
recent years.

5 1 found the book very easy and pleasant to read. I found the book very ..........cccovvennnv..

Can you think of anything in your country which should be nationalised (e.g. airlines),
privatised, standardised, modernised, computerised or centralised ?

Which word is the odd one out in each group and why?

1 brotherhood neighbourhood manhood priesthood
2 tearful spiteful dreadful handful

3 appointment involvement compliment arrangement
4 worship kinship friendship partnership
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Prefixes are often used to give adjectives a negative or an opposite meaning. For example,
comfortable/uncomfortable, convenient/inconvenient and similar/dissimilar are opposites.
Other examples are ‘anjust’, ‘inedible’, ‘disloyal’. Unfortunately, there is no easy way of
knowing which prefix any adjective will use to form its opposite.

When you learn a new adjective note down whether it has an opposite formed with a prefix and, if
so, what it is.

e in- becomes im- before a root beginning with ‘m’ or ‘p’, e.g. immature, impatient,
impartial, improbable. Similarly in- becomes ir- before a word beginning with ‘r’, and
il- before a word beginning with ‘I, e.g. irreplaceable, irreversible, illegal, illegible,
illiterate.

e The prefix in- (and its variations) does not always have a negative meaning — often it
gives the idea of inside or into, e.g. internal, import, insert, income.

The prefixes un- and dis- can also form the opposites of verbs, e.g. tie/untie,
appear/disappear. These prefixes are used to reverse the action of the verb. Here are some
more examples: disagree, disapprove, disbelieve, disconnect, discredit, dislike, dismount,
disprove, disqualify, unbend, undo, undress, unfold, unload, unlock, unveil, unwrap, unzip.

Here are examples of other prefixes in English. Some of these words are used with a
hyphen. Check in a dictionary if you’re not sure.

prefix meaning examples

anti against anti-war antisocial antibiotic

auto of or by oneself autograph auto-pilot autobiography

bi two, twice bicycle bilateral biannual bilingual

ex former ex-wife ex-smoker ex-boss

ex out of extract exhale excommunicate

micro small micro-cassette microwave microscopic
mis badly/wrongly misunderstand mistranslate misinform
mono one/single monotonous monologue monogamous
multi many multi-national multi-purpose multi-media
over too much overdo overtired oversleep overeat
post after postwar postgraduate post-impressionist
pre before preconceived pre-war pre-judge

pro in favour of pro-government pro-revolutionary

pseudo false pseudo-scientific . pseudo-intellectual

re again or back retype reread replace rewind

semi half semicircular semi-final semi-detached
sub under subway submarine subdivision

under not enough underworked underused undercooked

Knowing about English prefixes can help you to understand the meaning of unfamiliar words.
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Exercises

Write the opposites of the words underlined. Not all the words you need are on the left-
hand page.

Example: He’s a very honest man. ...4ishonest...

1 I’m sure she’s discreet. 6 He’s very efficient.

2 T always find him very sensitive. 7 T always find her responsible.
3 It’s a convincing argument. 8 He seems grateful for our help.
4 That’s a very relevant point. 9 I'm sure she’s loyal to the firm.
5 She’s always obedient. 10 He’s a tolerant person.

Which negative adjective fits each of the following definitions?

1 sesmmssimesimes means not having a husband or wife.

2 means impossible to eat.

3 means unable to read or write.

4 means not having a job.

5 means fair in giving judgement, not favouring one side.
6 means unable to be replaced.

Use the word in brackets to complete the sentences. Add the necessary preflx and put the
word in the correct form.

Example: The runner was ...Aisqualifiedd . after a blood test. (QUALIFY)

1 Children (and adults) love ................... parcels at Christmas time. (WRAP)

2 Talmost always find that T .................. with his opinion. (AGREE)

3 P'm sure he’s lying but it’s going to be hard to ........ccc.c...... his story. (PROVE)
4 After a brief speech the Queen ................... the new statue. (VEIL)

5 It took the removal men an hour ... our things from the van. (LOAD)
6 His phone was .....cccoevuunce because he didn’t pay his last bill. (CONNECT)

Answer the following questions. The answers are all in the table opposite.

What kind of oven cooks things particularly fast?

What kind of drug can help somebody with an infection?

What kind of company has branches in many countries?

How does a passenger aeroplane normally fly?

What is a student who is studying for a second degree?

What means ‘underground railway’ in the US and ‘underground passage’ in the UK?

AN bW =

Using the table opposite construct Words or phrases to replace the underlined words.

1 The BBC tries to avoid pronouncing foreign Words incorrectly.

2 Most people say they have to work too hard but are paid too little.
3 He dated his cheque with a date that was later than the real date.

4 She’s still on good terms with the man who used to be her husband.
5 He made so many mistakes in the letter that he had to write it again.

Follow-up: Find two more examples for each prefix in C opposite. Use a dictionary if necessary.
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Many words in English are formed from Latin roots. These words are often considered
fairly formal in English. Here are some examples of the more common Latin roots, with
some of the English words derived from them.

SPECT | see, look

You should respect your parents / the laws of a country. [look up to]
The police suspected he was guilty but they had no proof. [had a feeling]
Many pioneers travelled west in America to prospect for gold. [search]

| VERT | turn

s I tried the new make of coffee but I soon reverted to my old favourite brand. [went
back]
Missionaries went to Africa to convert people to Christianity. [change beliefs]
The royal scandal diverted attention from the political crisis.  [took attention away]

carry, take

i How are you going to transport your things to the States? [send across]
; Britain imports cotton and exports wool.  [buys in, sells out]
Our opinions are supported by a considerable amount of research. [held up]

DUC, DUCT | lead

She was educated at a very small private school. [went to school]
He conducted the orchestra with great vigour. [led]
Japan produces a lot of electronic equipment. [makes]

PRESS | press, push

She was impressed by his presentation. [full of admiration and respect]
This weather depresses me. [makes me feel miserable]
She always expresses herself very articulately. [puts her thoughts into words)

POSE, PONE | place, put

The meeting has been postponed until next week. [changed to a later date]
The king was deposed by his own son. [put off the throne]
The government have imposed a sizeable tax increase. [put into force]

The examples above are of verbs only. Note that for all the verbs listed, there is usually at
least one noun and at least one adjective as well. Here are some examples.

verb person noun adjective abstract noun
inspect inspector inspecting inspection
advertise advertiser advertising advertisement
deport deportee deported deportation

! introduce introducer introductory introduction
oppress oppressor oppressive oppression
compose composer composite composition
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Exercises

Complete as much as possible of the table with other forms of some of the words
presented in B. Use a dictionary to help you if necessary.

verb person noun adjective abstract noun

GehVepE i s s an et T R s . Tt T T B R TR e o T Sean
greducenis ot ot ol s 0 S Sl R e e el mbe S R
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Fill in the gaps in the sentences below using words based on the root in brackets at the
end of the sentence.

1

(o) QNCL NNV )

The dictator’s behaviour is typical of that of leaders of ... political
regimes. (PRESS)

He Was .oooeerrennneeeseceeeens from the USA for having a forged passport. (PORT)

The magazine seems to have nothing in it but .....cc.coocevrieriiericnninniene. for cosmetics. (VERT)
May T o you to the managing director? (DUC) - SPER

The tax .o decided I owed a lot of money. (SPECT)
The new take-away pizza place has a very good
........................................... offer. (DUC)

Before you buy a new house be sure to
........................................... it thoroughly. (SPECT)
Tchaikovsky ..o

some wonderful ballet music. (POSE)

Can you work out the meanings of the underlined words in the sentences
below? To help you, here are the meanings of the main Latin prefixes:

intro: within, inward 0, ob: against in, im: in, into re: again, back
de: down, from ex: out sub: under trans: across

1 She’s a very introspective person and her husband’s also very introverted.

2 He always seems to oppose everything I suggest.

3 Idon’t think it is healthy to repress one’s emotions too much.

4 Perhaps you can deduce what the word means from the way it is formed.

5 The documentary exposed corruption in high places.

6 She tried hard to suppress a laugh.

7 She transposed the music for the flute.

B

elow are some words based on Latin roots and their two part verb equivalents. Match

each word with its synonym. Which in each pair is more formal?

support put off oppose look at cut down deposit hold up
postpone turn away inspect g0 against divert reduce put down

Follow-up: Find three other words based on each of the roots listed in A opposite. Write an
example phrase or sentence for each one.
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An abstract noun represents an idea, experience or quality rather than an object that you
can touch. For example, happiness, intention and shock are abstract nouns but pen, bed
and trousers are not.

Suffixes are letters added to the end of words to make new words.

Certain suffixes are used frequently in abstract nouns. The most common are -ment, -ion,
-ness and ity. The suffix -ion sometimes becomes -tion, -sion, -ation or -ition.

-ment, and -ion, are usually used to make verbs into abstract nouns.

The suffixes -ness and -ity are added to adjectives.

Here are some examples of abstract nouns using those suffixes.

achievement action aggressiveness absurdity
adjustment collection attractiveness anonymity
amazement combination bitterness complexity
discouragement  illusion carelessness curiosity
improvement imagination consciousness generosity
investment production friendliness hostility
replacement recognition tenderness prosperity
retirement reduction ugliness sensitivity

Less common suffixes that form abstract nouns are -ship, -dom, -th and -hood.

The suffixes -ship and -hood are usually added to other nouns to form abstract nouns.
The suffix -th is added to an adjective to form an abstract noun and -dom can combine
with either a noun or an adjective.

Here are some examples of abstract nouns using those suffixes.

apprenticeship boredom breadth adulthood
companionship  freedom depth brotherhood
membership kingdom length childhood
ownership martyrdom strength motherhood
partnership stardom warmth neighbourhood
relationship wisdom width (wo)manhood

Many abstract nouns do not use any suffix at all. Here are some examples.

anger belief calm chance
faith fear humour idea
luck principle rage reason
sense sight speed thought

When you learn a new adjective, find out if it has an abstract noun based on the same root and
note it down in your vocabulary book with the adjective, for example, warm, warmth (abstract
noun).

You will find more examples of the use of suffixes in Units 8 and 10 and of abstract nouns
in Units 64 and 65.
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Exercises

What is the abstract noun related to each of the following adjectives? All the nouns are
formed in ways described on the opposite page although not all are listed opposite.

EXAMPLE tender fendemess

1 affectionate 5 amused 9 attentive 13 equal
2 excited 6 graceful 10 happy 14 hopeful
3 kind 7 original 11 popular 15 resentful
4 secure 8 stupid 12 weak 16 wise

Which verbs are related to these abstract nouns?
EXAMPLE argument g

1 collection 4 intensity 7 action 10 ownership
2 emptiness 5 strength 8 excitement 11 imagination
3 satisfaction 6 boredom 9 production 12 adjustment

On the opposite page, find a synonym with the suffix in brackets, for each of the
following nouns.

EXAMPLE animosity (-ity) kosﬁlig

1 astonishment (-ment) S substitution (-ment) 9 vision (no suffix)
2 inquisitiveness (-ity) 6 fame (-dom) 10 liberty (-dom)
3 fraternity (-hood) 7 decrease (-tion) 11 fury (no suffix)

4 possibility (no suffix) 8 community (-hood) 12 wealth (-ity)
Complete each of the quotations with one of the words in the box.
imitation advice injustice kingdom darkness

1 ‘Better to light a candle than to curse the ........ccc.........

2 ‘Do not ask ..o, of the ignorant.’

3 ‘Better to suffer ... than to commit it.”
4 s is the sincerest form of flattery.’

S ‘It’s easy tO OVErnN a ....cccooeeeen. but difficult

to rule one’s family.’

11.5 Write your own quotations to describe the following abstract nouns. Perhaps you know a

saying in your own language that you could translate into English?

1 freedom 2 love 3 life 4 curiosity 5 imagination

Follow-up: Find at least one more noun using each of the suffixes in B and C.
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12.1 Fill the blanks with the words from the box to form new compound adjectives. Use a
dictionary if necessary.

bald bright British broad brown hands
dust fire fool hard round home
hot kind high narrow pig polo
problem ready single soft tax wide
) R A ssismisinesmessis L s
.................... -eyed cereeeneinnnnnn. -NeCked cevereeeneinnnns ~headed
/AP S 8
.................... -proof coreeerennnnns -Made -hearted
B i 6 e,
.................... -minded e —fTCE

12.2 Put the words in E opposite into any categories which will help you learn them.

12.3 List as many compound adjectives beginning with self, as you can. Mark them P or N for
y comp jectives beginning y
positive or negative characteristics, or write neutral.

12.4 Answer the questions by using a compound adjective which is opposite in meaning to the
adjective in the question. Note that the answer may or may not have the same second
element as the adjective in the question.

EXAMPLE Is he working full-time? No, part—time.
1 Isn’t she rather short-sighted? 4 Are her shoes high-heeled?

2 TIs your brother well-off? 5 TIs this vase mass-produced?
3 Would you say the boy is well-behaved? 6 Do they live in south-east England?

12.5 Think of two more nouns that would frequently be associated with any ten of the
compound adjectives listed in E opposite.

12.6 Add a preposition from the list below to complete appropriate compound adjectives.

back up out off on of

She’s done the same low-paid job for so long that she’s really fed-............. with it now.
The two cars were involved in a head-............. collision.

He has a very casual, laid-............. approach to life in general.

It’ll never happen again. It’s definitely a one-............. situation.

He’s a smash hit here but he’s unheard-............ in my country.

She bought a cut-............. paper pattern and made her own dress.

AN W=

12.7 Which of the adjectives from this unit could you use to describe yourself or your friends or
members of your family?
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Exercises

Which of the words listed opposite are also used in your language?

Is your own language represented on the opposite page? If so, can you add any words to
the lists opposite? If not, do you know of any words English has borrowed from your
language? (There are almost sure to be some.) Do the words mean exactly the same in
English as in your language? Are they pronounced in the same way?

Look at all the words opposite and complete the following networks.

Make two or three other networks to help you to learn the words on the opposite page.

Match the adjectives on the left with the noun they are most likely to be associated with,
on the right.

1 military a kindergarten
2 strawberry b casino

3 pop ¢ vendetta

4 Chinese d embargo

5 ankle e cuisine

6 total f psychology
7 long-standing g yvoghurt

8 noisy h coup

9 double i tattoo

10 all-night j duvet

What verbs collocate, in other words, are frequently used with the following nouns?
EXAMPLE study algebra

1 karate 3 futon 5 guerrilla 7 coup 9 siesta 11 sauna
2 kayak 4 embargo 6 cul de sac 8 confetti 10 cruise 12 seminar

Give three nouns likely to follow macho and avant-garde.

Have some words or expressions been borrowed from English into your own language?
Give some examples. Have they kept exactly the same meaning as they have in English?
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A compound noun is a fixed expression which is made up of more than one word and
functions as a noun. Such expressions are frequently combinations of two nouns, e.g.
address book, human being [person], science fiction [fiction based on some kind of
scientific fantasy]. A number of compound nouns are related to phrasal verbs and these
are dealt with in Unit 14.

If you understand both parts of the compound noun, the meaning will usually be clear.
Compound nouns are usually written as two words, e.g. tin opener [an opener for tins],
bank account [an account in a bank], pedestrian crossing [a place for people to cross a
road], but sometimes they are written with a hyphen instead of a space between the
words, e.g. pen-name [a false name used by a writer, a pseudonym], baby-sitter [someone
who sits with a baby/child while parents are out]. Sometimes they may be written as one
word, e.g. earring, trademark [the symbol of a product].

Usually the main stress is on the first part of the compound but sometimes it is on the
second part. In the common compound nouns below, the word which contains the main
stress is underlined.

alarm clock answering machine blood donor book token
burglar alarm  bus stop contact lens credit card
heart attack package holiday steering wheel shoe horn
tea-bag windscreen windscreen wiper youth hostel

Compound nouns may be countable, uncountable or only used in either the singular or the
plural. The examples given in C are all countable compound nouns. Here are some
examples of common uncountable compound nouns.

"air-traffic control  birth control blood pressure computer technology
cotton wool data-processing  food poisoning hay fever [allergy to pollen]
income tax junk food mail order pocket money

Here are some examples of common compound nouns used only in the singular.

arms race [countries wanting most powerful weapons]
brain drain [highly educated people leaving country to work abroad]

death penalty

generation gap  global warming greenhouse effect
labour force mother-tongue

sound barrier welfare state

Here are some examples of common compound nouns used only in the plural.

grass roots human rights kitchen scissors luxury goods
race relations roadworks sunglasses traffic lights

Compound nouns are particularly common when talking about new inventions or aspects of society
in the modern world. Keep an eye open for more examples when you are reading a newspaper or
magazine and note them down in a special section of your vocabulary notebook.
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Exercises

Complete these bubble networks with any appropriate expressions from the opposite page.
Add extra bubbles if you need them.

In some cases more than one compound noun can be formed from one particular element.
For example blood pressure and blood donor; air-traffic control, birth control and self-
control. Complete the following compound nouns with a noun other than the one
suggested opposite. Use your dictionary.

1 s token 4 blood ... T ropessiorsens tax 10 i lights
2 junk ... TR e 8 s processing il o food
3 sound ........... 6 mother ... 9 s crossing 12 e, race

What are they talking about? In each case the answer is a compound noun opposite.

EXAMPLE I had it taken at the doctor’s this morning and he said it was a little high for my
age. blood pressure

You really shouldn’t cross the road at any other place.

It’s partly caused by such things as hair sprays and old fridges.

She always has terrible sneezing fits in the early summer.

I can’t understand why they spend so much on devising ways of killing people.

They say that working there is much more stressful than being a pilot.

The worst time was when I dropped one at the theatre and spent the interval searching
around on the floor. I couldn’t see a thing without them.

7 Idon’t think it should ever be used whatever the crime.

8 It’s much easier not to have to make your own travel arrangements.

9 It took my mother ages to get used to leaving a message on mine!

AN b W=

Now make up some sentences like those in exercise 13.3 relating to some of the new
expressions you made in exercise 13.2.

Here are some compound expressions you have worked with in this unit. Explain what the
significance of the nouns used in the compound are.

EXAMPLE windscreen a suwn that protects a diver from the wind.

1 book token 4 generation gap 7 luxury goods
2 burglar alarm 5 greenhouse effect 8 pocket money
3 food poisoning 6 kitchen scissors 9 welfare state

Follow-up: Find an article from a newspaper or magazine. (You can probably find one in an English-
language textbook if you don’t have easy access to English language newspapers or magazines.) Note
down any examples of compound nouns that you find. Explain what the significance is of each of the
parts of the compounds.
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Some compound nouns are based on phrasal verbs, e.g. takeover / to take over. In sections
B to E you will see these types of nouns in context. The meaning of the compound noun is
given in brackets. To form the plural, ‘s’ is added to the end, e.g. pin-ups.

Nouns based on phrasal verbs often have an informal feel to them and they are
particularly common in newspaper reporting. Here are examples of such nouns in use.

In response to the pay offer, there was a walk-out at the factory. [strike]

There is going to be a crack-down on public spending. [action to prevent]

An inquiry into the recent break-out from the local prison has recommended measures
to tighten security there. [escape]

Last month saw a tremendous shake-up in personnel. [change]

Last week we reported on the break-up of the mayor’s marriage. [collapse]

A number of these nouns have economic associations.

The takeover of one of our leading hotel chains has just been announced.
[purchase by another company]
We’re trying to find some new outlets for our products. [places to sell]
Take your things to the check-out to pay for them. [cash-desk]
Cutbacks will be essential until the recession is over. [reductions]
Our profit was £1000 on a turnover of £10,000. [money passing through a company]

- Some of these nouns are associated with technology and other aspects of modern life.

What the computer produces depends on the input. [information that is put in]

Output has increased thanks to new technology. [production]

We have a rather rapid staff turnover. [change]

Just after leaving school he went through the stage of being a dropout. [person who
rejects society]|

The consequences of fallout from Chernobyl are still being felt. [radio-active dust in
the atmosphere]

I can easily get you a printout of the latest figures. [paper on which computer
information has been printed]

A breakthrough has been made in AIDS research. [important discovery]

— Some of the words can be used in more general circumstances.

Many of the problems were caused by a breakdown in communications. [failure]

The outlook for tomorrow is good — sunny in most places. [prospect]

There are drawbacks as well as advantages to every situation. [negative aspects]

The outcome of the situation was not very satisfactory. [conclusion]

TV companies always welcome feedback from viewers. [comments]

It was clear from the outset that the set-up would cause problems. [start; situation]

We parked in a lay-by on the by-pass. [parking space at the side of a road; road
avoiding the centre of a town]

The outbreak of war took many people by surprise. [start of something unpleasant]

broke out). When you come across such a compound, check to see whether it is associated with a

E Many, though not all, of these nouns are associated with phrasal verbs (the outbreak of war / war
parallel phrasal verb and, if so, learn them together.
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Exercises

Here are some compound nouns based on phrasal verbs. Guess the meaning of the
underlined word from its context.

Because of the accident there was a three-mile tailback along the motorway.
Police are warning of an increased number of break-ins in this area.

The papers are claiming the Prime Minister organised a cover-up.
Unfortunately, our plans have suffered a setback.

I’'m sorry ’'m late. There was a terrible hold-up on the bridge.

The robbers made their getaway in a stolen car.

AN b W=

Which of the words studied on the opposite page would be most likely to follow the
adjectives given below?

1 radioactive .................. 5 final .o
2 NErvous ............ 6 sales ..
3 computer ... 7 POSItIVE ...oovvrrnnnn
4 annual ... 8 drastic ...ccoveunnne.

Fill in the blanks with an appropriate word from those on the left-hand page.

A and C Ltd. have made a ....cccoovvvrrernence bid for S and M plc.

The Prime Minister yesterday announced a ........ccccooooneeas. in the Cabinet.
The negotiations aim to end the 10-day-old ...

She provided some very valuable ..........cc.cc......... to the discussion.
CIRCUS LION IN HORROR
There’s a terrible queue at this
There has been a disturbing ......cc.cc.ccooouue.ce.
The office wall was covered in ......ccoocvvcunrrenee

O bW

Here are some more words made up of a noun + preposition. Choose a noun from the list
to combine with the prepositions. Use your dictionary to help you.

work hand hold clear write lie turn press write
1 Their car was a ............. -off after the accident.

2 The lecturer distributed ............. -outs before she started speaking.

3 Jack does a daily ............. -out at the gym, starting with 20 ........... -ups.

4 There is an interesting ........... -up of the match in today’s paper.

5 I'm giving my office a major ............. -out this week.

6 Did you hear about the ............. -up at our bank?

7 There was a surprisingly large ............ -out at the concert.

8 Ilove having a .......... -in on Sundays.

These words are made up of the same parts but they have very different meanings. Explain
the meaning of each of the words. Use your dictionary if necessary.

1 outlook/look-out 2 set-up/upset 3 outlet/let-out 4 outlay/layout

Choose eight of the words in this unit which you particularly want to learn and write your
own sentences using them.
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English has borrowed words from most of the other languages with which it has had
contact. It has taken many expressions from the ancient languages, Latin and Greek, and
these borrowings often have academic or literary associations. From French, English has
taken lots of words to do with cooking, the arts, and a more sophisticated lifestyle in
general. From Italian come words connected with music and the plastic arts. German
expressions in English have been coined either by tourists bringing back words for new
things they saw or by philosophers or historians describing German concepts or
experiences. Words borrowed from other languages often relate to things which English
speakers experienced from the first time abroad.

There are borrowings from a wide range of languages. For example, from Japanese,
tycoon, karate, origami, judo, futon and bonsai. From Arabic, mattress, cipher, alcove,
carafe, algebra, harem and yashmak. From Turkish, yoghurt, jackal, kiosk, tulip and
caftan; from Farsi, caravan, shawl, bazaar and sherbet, and from Eskimo, kayak, igloo
and anorak.

The map of Europe below shows the places of origin of some English words and
expressions borrowed from some other European languages. Use a dictionary to check the
meanings of any words you are not sure about.

Norway ) Finland—g
fiord sauna
lemming 5
ski ’ Sweden Russia
ombudsman bistro
Gerrhany cosmonaut
Holland blit? mamrpOth
) cruise dachshund sputnik
( easel delicatessen ShEppE
oo frankfurter e
yacht i tundra
3 amburger
o ¢ kindergarten
Spain $ T poodle ,
bonanza Eradiaere i ~rottweiler
embargo aubergine | S seminar
guerrilla avant garde o " snorkel ,
junta boutique ~ . sltaly waliz
lasso chauffeur )" ballerma i { 4
macho coup /bandit ) g
mosquito % creche casino © Greece
patio  ciisihe ' confetti g dogma
siesta ~ | cul de sac fiasco \r drama
( duvet : ghetto hippopotamus
Portuﬁal elite i piano pseudonym
cobra | gateau soprano psychology
dodo ! sauté spaghetti synonym
marmalade vendetta theory

English has borrowed very freely from other languages and you may well come across English words
that you are familiar with from your own language. Note, however, that the pronunciation is often
anglicised, so check in a dictionary.
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Abbreviations and acronyms

Some abbreviations are read as individual letters.

WHO  [W-H-O] World Health Organisation
D Identity [an identity card or passport]
BBC British Broadcasting Corporation
GM(O) genetically modified (organism)

IRA Irish Republican Army

UN United Nations

PM Prime Minister

MP Member of Parliament

In the following three cases, the name of each country and the name of its secret police are

pronounced as individual letters/numbers.
CIA (USA) MI5 (UK) KGB (of the former USSR)

Some abbreviations are read as words; we call them acronyms.

NATO /nertou/ North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

OPEC /'su pek/ Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries
AIDS /erdz/ Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome

PIN /pin/ Personal Identity Number (e.g. for a bank or credit card)

Some acronyms have become so normal as words that people do not think of them as
abbreviations any longer, and so they are not written all in capital letters.

laser radar yuppy Esso

Some abbreviations are only written forms; they are always pronounced as the full word.
Mr (Mister) Dr (Doctor) St (Saint or Street) Rd (Road)

Within a written text some abbreviations are used as notes to organise the language and
give extra information to the reader.

etc. /et'setra/ and so on [Latin et cetera] PTO (P-T-O) please turn over
i.e. (I-E): that is to say [Latin id est] NB (N-B) please note [Latin: nota bene]
e.g. (E-G) for example [Latin: exempli gratia]

Clippings: Some words are normally used in an abbreviated form in informal situations.

ad/advert (advertisement) bike (bicycle) board (blackboard) case (suitcase)
exam (examination) fridge (refrigerator) lab (laboratory) phone (telephone)
plane (aeroplane) rep (business representative) TV or telly (television)

Some abbreviations you might see on a letter/fax/envelope.

c/o care of [e.g. T. Smith, c/o J. Brown; the letter goes to J. Brown’s address]
enc. enclosed [documents enclosed with a letter, e.g. enc. application form|]
PS postscript [extra message after the letter has been ended]

asap as soon as possible [e.g. ring me asap]

RSVP (R-S-V-P) please reply [French; répondez s’il vous plait)
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Exercises

What things in these addresses are normally abbreviated? How is Ms pronounced?
1 Mister A. Carlton 2 Ms P. Meldrum 3 N. Lowe and Company

Flat number 5 care of T. Fox 7, Bridge Road
28, Hale Crescent 6, Marl Avenue Freeminster
Borebridge Preston United Kingdom

What do these abbreviations mean? Use a dictionary if necessary. Now group them
according to groups A to D opposite.

1 BSce 2FBI 3F 4extt SCD 6asap 7 PIN 8 eg 9 Unesco

“Translate’ this note from the boss to a group of workers in an office, into full words.

Memo from: Mr Richard Hedd (MD)  To: All staff ~ Date: 3/5/91 Ref: 04056/DC

May | remind you that all new lab equipment should be registered with Stores & Supplies, Room
354 (ext 2683). NB: new items must be notified before 1700 hrs on the last day of the month of
purchase, i.e. within the current budgeting month. All a/c nos must be recorded.

Dick

Explain 1-5 and match them with the contexts on the right.

1 Students and OAPs: £1.50 on an aerosol can

2 WC Gents in a newspaper headline

3 US forces take 5,000 POWs on a museum entrance

4 Ozone-friendly: CFC-free on an airline timetable

S Dep 1500 Arr 1742 on a door in a pub or restaurant

Complete the crossword.

Across Down
3 Flying saucer 1 %
6 N,S,EorW? 2 Same as
8 Royal Navy 13 across
9 Rest in Peace 4 Refrigerators
10 Short for 5 Means ‘or
biological(ly) nearest offer’
11 Music disc 7 Serious illness
12 & 10 ‘Please note’
13 Means ‘especially’ backwards
15 British car-plate 14 Place for a
17 America short drink?
19 Famous film alien 16 British Telecom
from outer space 18 South East

20 Short name for
London Underground

Follow-up: Check whether the dictionary you use has a special section on abbreviations and
acronyms, or, if not, find out how the dictionary presents them.
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No language stands still. New words and expressions are always being created, sometimes
just for fun or usually because something new is invented. Below are some relatively new
words and expressions and new uses of old words. Note that all these new words had
been in use for at least a few years before the publication of this book.

Science, technology and medicine

cyberspace: the realm where electronic data are sorted or transmitted by computers

junk e-mail: unsolicited material, such as adverts, sent by e-mail

keypal: a kind of penfriend that you exchange e-mails with rather than letters

surfing the net: exploring the world-wide web

e-commerce: business based on the Internet

mouse potato: someone who spends a lot of time in front of a computer, especially on-line

information fatigue syndrome: a condition of psychological stress induced by trying to
cope with too much information

eating disorder: a serious disturbance in eating habits often caused by emotional problems

GM foods: genetically-modified food, i.e. food adapted by use of biotechnology

Entertainment

snowboarding: gliding on snow,
upright on a large single ski

in-line skating: roller-skating
or roller-blading with rubber
wheels in a straight line

video jockey (V]): a TV presenter
of music videos

audio book: an audio recording of a book read aloud — sometimes in shortened form

drop-dead gorgeous: inspiring admiration for someone’s attractiveness

bad hair day: a day when everything goes wrong and you feel unattractive

i¢

Social trends

docusoap: a television genre showing people going about their ordinary lives

cybercafé: café where customers can eat and drink and also use the Internet

road rage: extreme anger experienced by drivers in stressful conditions, resulting in
dangerous driving or attacks on other drivers

singleton: an unmarried man or woman

spin doctor: someone whose job it is to manipulate popular opinion in favour of
politicians or other public figures

decluttering: the art of discarding unnecessary items

off-message: departing from the official party line

grey vote, grey pound: the voting or purchasing power of older people

Employment

down-sizing: reducing the size of a company or organisation, usually by sacking people

outsourcing: employing outside workers to do work away from the company site

hot-desking: the practice of sharing desks or workstations between workers (rather than
individuals having their own desks)

waitperson: waiter or waitress
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17.1 Here are some more new words and expressions. Match them with their definitions.

NN L W

9

shopaholic buying things by phone or computer

wannabe (informal) a teenager highly skilled at using computers

snail mail someone who is addicted to shopping

intermercial disagreeably crude male behaviour

laddish someone who aspires to be something or someone else

screenager ordinary post rather than e-mail

to channel hop a TV programme in which a hidden camera has filmed
ordinary people going about their everyday lives

fly-on-the wall programme to switch TV stations frequently, usually by using a
remote control

tele-shopping an advert distributed via the Internet

17.2 Choose a word from those defined opposite or in exercise 17.1 to fit into the following

sentences.
1 Let’s go to that ..o You can send your e-mails while I have a coffee.
2 Tve hardly ever used ..o, since I got my e-mail connection.
3 Most of my married friends think there’s a lot to be said for being a ...
4 1 like skiing but .....ccocvvrereecnene sounds too dangerous to me.
5 As people are tending to live longer these days, all political parties are trying to attract

1

N

o

9

0

the e,

I hate the idea of ..ccccovvvvirerenece. as I want to keep my own photos and my personal
stationery on my desk.

He’s such a .o His only activity is surfing the net.

He lost the job he’d had for 20 years when the company began ...........cccccoeoueuee

The party was full of ... actors, all competing for the attention of the
director.

1 like to listen to an ..., while 'm driving. It’s as good as reading!

17.3 If you meet a new word it is often possible to work out its meaning from its context. l
Try and explain what the underlined words must mean. ‘

1

2

N Lr B

o o

I was driving too fast and, although there was no-one around, I was caught by a speed
camera and had to pay a fine.

Telebanking is so much more convenient than having to find the time to go to the
bank in their opening hours.

Wet-biking, increasingly popular with the braver water-sportsperson, is becoming a bit
of a nuisance for swimmers.

Everyone posting to the list is requested to add a sig to the end of their e-mail.

He is writing an article on the horrific recent practice of granny dumping.

After the Princess’s death in a car crash, the whole country was swept by Dianamania.
Many large shops now have their own loyalty cards.

There was so much sickness when the office moved that we began to wonder whether
our new premises were affected by sick building syndrome.

She has cyberphobia; she refuses to go near a computer.

The area attracts quite a few eco-tourists who come to watch the wildlife.
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Words commonly mispronounced

This page looks at some of the words which cause pronunciation difficulties for learners of
English. The phonetic transcription is provided for some of the words below. If you are
not sure of the pronunciation of any of the other words, check in the index at the back of
the book or in a good learners’ dictionary. Check that you understand the symbols and
that you know how your dictionary indicates where the stress is.

To master English pronunciation it is helpful to learn the 20 phonetic symbols for English
vowel sounds. It is not really necessary to learn the consonant symbols as it is usually not
difficult to know how consonants should be pronounced. Vowels are important because
the vowel letters can be pronounced in many different ways:

a about /o/ wander /a/ last /ai/ late /e1/ 4
i alive /a1/ give /1/ met /e/ meter /ii/ /a/
” put // cut /a/ cupid /ju/ sorry /p/ go /au/ love /a/ to /ui/
e » ¢ bend B idenddifsciance B ea heac} a/(‘jf team //‘u/ Housd 1/:1% !
el rein /e1/ receive /1:/ reinforce /i1/ ou e route /Ui wou
00 cool /ui/ cook /u/ coopt /aun/

The letters below in bold are silent in the examples:

psychic /'saikik/  psychiatry pneumatic receipt pseudonym psychology
comb /kovm/  dumb numb tomb climb womb lamb

doubt /daut/ subtle debt debtor

could /kud/  should calm half talk palm walk salmon chalk
honour /ana/  honourable honest hour hourly heir heiress

whistle /'wisal/  castle listen fasten soften Christmas

knee /ni:/  knife know knob knowledge knot knit

card /kaird/ park farm burn work storm tart

(unless followed by a vowel) mother /'mada/  sister teacher water

I el ~ e gl e e

Some two-syllable words in English have the same form for the noun and the verb. The
stress is on the first syllable of the word when it is a noun and the second syllable when it
is a verb, e.g. Wool is a major Scottish export. Scotland exports a lot of wool. Here are
some other words like this.

conduct conflict contest decrease suspect
desert import increase insult transfer
permit present progress protest transport
record reject reprint subject upset

Here are a number of other words which are often mispronounced.

apostrophe /oppstrof1/ catastrophe /ko'testrof1r/ cupboard /'kabad/
recipe /'resipii/ hiccough /"hikap/ sword /'sord/

plough /plau/ muscle /'masal/ interesting /'Introstin/

Multi-syllabic words in English tend to put their main stress on the third syllable from the end.
‘Compare photograph, photography, photographically. Note that this rule does have exceptions!
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Exercises

Mark all the silent letters in each of the following sentences.

1 They sang a psalm to honour the memory of the world-famous psychologist as she was
laid to rest in the family tomb.

2 The psychiatrist was knifed in the knee as he was walking home.

3 He should have whistled as he fastened his sword to his belt.

4 You could have left me half the Christmas cake on Wednesday.

Which word is the odd one out in each of these groups?

1 worry sorry lorry 4 head plead tread 7 land wand sand
2 sword cord word 5 doubt could shout 8 soot root foot
3 come some dome 6 plough rough tough

What word could a poet use to rhyme with each
of the words below? Use your dictionary to
check the pronunciation.

1 hiccough ...RUC .. 4 through ..ev..ee.
2 enough . 5 - cough smnsn
3 plough ...ccooeenee. 6 though .......ccc........

Circle or highlight the stressed syllable in each of the underlined words.

1 They paid a £1 million transfer fee for transferring the player to their team.
2 Although they suspected several people were partly involved, the police decided to
concentrate on Jo as the main suspect.

There are conflicting views as to the cause of the conflict.

All this upset over the wedding has really upset them.

The cost of living has increased while there has been a decrease in wages.

A work permit permits you to work for a period of six months.

I wish I could record a hit record!

Despite the disgraceful conduct of the audience, James went on conducting the orchestra.

SRR e N I N OS]

Write out the words below using the normal English alphabet.

1 /masal/ 3 /'haé[)katfi:f/ 5 /'satal/ 7 /hert/
2 /ko'taestrafi/ 4 /'kemikol/ 6 /ro'siit/ 8 /'resipii/

Underline the stressed syllable in each of the words below.

psychology  psychologist psychological
psychiatry psychiatric psychiatrist

1 photograph photography photographer photographically
2 telephone telephonist

3 zoology zoologist zoological

4 arithmetic arithmetical arithmetician

5

6

Follow-up: Are there other words which you know you personally have particular problems
pronouncing? You might like to ask a teacher to help you answer this question. Note any such words
down with their phonetic transcription beside them.
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Onomatopoeic words are those which seem to sound like their meaning. The most obvious
examples are verbs relating to the noises which animals make, e.g. cows moo and horses
neigh.

If the vowel sound in an onomatopoeic word is short, it usually signifies a short, sharp

sound. If it is long (indicated in the International Phonetic Alphabet by :) then the word
usually signifies a longer, slower sound. Compare pip /pip/ which is a short sound with

peep /pi:p/ which is a long sound.

Certain combinations of letters have particular sound associations in English.

gr- at the beginning of a word can suggest something unpleasant or miserable, e.g. groan
[make a deep sound forced out by pain or despair], grumble [complain in a bad-
tempered way], grumpy [bad-tempered], grunt [make a low, rough sound like pigs do,
or people expressing disagreement or boredom], growl [make a deep, threatening
sound].

cl- at the beginning of a word can suggest something sharp and/or metallic, e.g. click
[make a short sharp sound], clang [make a loud ringing noise], clank [make a dull
metallic noise, not as loud as a clang], clash [make a loud, broken, confused noise as
when metal objects strike together], clink [make the sound of small bits of metal or glass
knocking together]. Horses go clip-clop on the road.

sp- at the beginning of a word can have an association with water or other liquids or
powders, e.g. splash [cause a liquid to fly about in drops], spit [send liquid out from the
mouth], splutter [make a series of spitting sounds], spray [send liquid through the air in
tiny drops either by the wind or some instrument], sprinkle [scatter small drops], spurt
[come out in a sudden burst].

wh- at the beginning of a word often suggests the movement of air, e.g. whistle [a high-
pitched noise made by forcing air or steam through a small opening], whirr [sound like
a bird’s wings moving rapidly], whizz [make the sound of something rushing through
air], wheeze [breathe noisily especially with a whistling sound in the chest], whip [long
piece of rope or leather or to hit with one of these].

-ash at the end of a word can suggest something fast
and violent, e.g. smash [break violently into
small pieces], dash [move or be moved
violently], crash [suddenly strike
violently and noisily], bash [strike heavily
so as to break or injure], mash [make
soft or pulpy by beating or crushing],

gash [a long deep cut or wound]. BN 4
-ckle, -ggle, or -zzle at the end of a word can T oI

suggest something light and repeated, 7 BN B

e.g. trickle [to flow in a thin stream or drops], crackle [make a series of short cracking
sounds], tinkle [make a succession of light ringing sounds], giggle [laugh lightly], wriggle
[move with quick short twistings], sizzle [make a hissing sound like something cooking
in fat], drizzle [small, fine rain].
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19.1 Which of the consonant combinations listed in B opposite exist in your language? Do they
ever have similar associations?

19.2 Which of the words from B fit best in the sentences below?

She heard his key .................. as it turned in the lock.

The blades of the propeller ................ noisily.

I love to hear sausages ................. in the pan!

TheY ..cvominasresns glasses and drank to each other’s health.
There was a terrible car ............... on the motorway today.
EVeryone wsauseans with disappointment at the news.
That baby loves ......ccc......... in her bath.

It’s not raining hard yet. It’s just .....cccoceneeeee

WOIAN LN DA WN R~

19.3  Almost all the words in B can be both nouns and regular verbs. There are, however, some
exceptions. What are these words? Choose from the alternatives offered below.

1 Which verb is irregular? whip, grunt, spurt, spit or wriggle?

2 Which word is only an adjective? gash, grumpy, wheeze, or whirr?

3 Which is both a verb and a noun but the noun has a different meaning? trickle, spray,
growl, splutter, spit, splash or crash?

19.4 Can you guess the meanings of the underlined words from their sounds?

The child sploshed through the puddles.

If you have a sore throat, try gargling with some salt water.

I couldn’t concentrate on the play because of the rustle of sweet papers behind me.
Speak up. Don’t mumble.

Those stairs always creak.

He whacked the ball into the air.

NN ph W =

19.5 What words on the page opposite do these pictures represent?

19.6 Pair the words below so that in each case there is a noun and a matching verb.

schoolchildren crackles tinkles a bad-tempered person or dog
the bell on a cat’s collar a bored child clanks whistles a fire
giggle growls a church bell a steam train clangs wheezes
a bicycle chain wriggles someone with asthma

Follow-up: Look in your dictionary. Can you find any other examples of words beginning with gr-, cl-,
sp- or wh- with the association described opposite?
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Homonyms can be subdivided into homographs and homophones. Homographs are words
which are written in the same way but have different meanings and may be pronounced
differently. Compare bow in ‘he took a bow /bau/ at the end of the concert’ and ‘he was
wearing a bow /bau/ tie’. Homophones are words with different meanings which are
pronounced in the same way but are spelt differently, e.g. bow as in ‘he took a bow’ and
bough, ‘the bough of a tree’.

Here are some more examples of homographs with differing pronunciations.

I live in the north of England. /l1v/

Your favourite rock group is singing live on TV tonight. /larv/

I read in bed each night. /rixd/

I read War and Peace last year. /red/

The lead singer in the group is great. /lizd/

Lead pipes are dangerous. /led/

The wind blew the tree down. /wind/

Wind the rope round this tree. /waind/

I wound my watch last night. /waund/

He suffered a terrible wound in the war. /wuind/

Some students at Oxford spend more time learning to row well than studying. /rou/
They shared a flat for ages until they had a row over money and split up. /rav/
They stood in a row and had their photo taken. /rou/

This book is called English Vocabulary in Use. /ju:s/

You must know how to use words as well as their meaning. /ju:z/

They lived in a large old house. /haus/

The buildings house a library and two concert halls as well as a theatre. /havz/
The sow has five piglets. /sav/

The farmers sow the seeds in the spring. /sou/

Bathing the baby at night may help it to fall asleep. /ba:b1y/

(On a sign at a beach) No bathing /be1din/

A very large number of words in English are homographs or homophones. If a word that you read
Ll or hear in English seems strange in its context, it may well be because it is not being used in the

sense that you are familiar with. Use your dictionary carefully to check for extra meanings.

Here are some of the many examples of homophones in English.

air/heir aloud/allowed break/brake fare/fair
faze/phase flu/flew grate/great groan/grown
hoarse/horse its/it’s lays/laze mail/male
meat/meet mown/moan our/hour pale/pail
pane/pain pair/pear/pare peal/peel place/plaice
practise/practice pray/prey raise/rays read/reed
rein/rain right/rite/write sale/sail scene/seen
sight/site so/sew sole/soul some/sum
steak/stake tea/tee there/their/they’re  through/threw
tire/tyre toe/tow waist/waste wait/weight
weak/week weather/whether ~ whine/wine would/wood
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Each underlined word rhymes with, or sounds similar to, one of the words in brackets;
choose the matching word.

The girl I live with knows a good pub with live music. (five/give)

The main house houses a collection of rare stamps. (mouse/browse)

It’s no use. I can’t use this gadget. (snooze/juice)

You sow the seeds while I feed the sow. (cow/go)

The violinist in the bow tie took a bow. (now/so)

He’s the lead singer in the group ‘Lead piping’. (head/deed)

What a row from the last house in the row! (plough/though)

Does he still suffer from his war wound? (found/tuned)

I wound the rope around the tree to strengthen it against the gale. (round/spooned)
It’s quite hard to wind in the sails in this wind. (find/tinned)

SO XN LB W =
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Write the word in phonetic script in the correct spelling for the context.
EXAMPLE [ really must do some more exercise or I'll never lose /weit/ weight

Watching TV game shows is such a /weist/ of time.

There is a hole in the /saul/ of my shoe.

He broke a /pein/ of glass in the kitchen window.

The eldest son of the monarch is the /ead/ to the throne.
You are not /a'lavd/ to talk during the test.

Let’s /'praektis/ our swimming together this evening.

He’s going /Oru:/ a rather difficult /ferz/ at the moment.
Don’t throw away that orange /pi:l/. I need it for a recipe.

O LA W -

Write one sentence using both of the words corresponding to the phonetic script.
EXAMPLE /pe1l/ She was quite pale after the exertion of warrying suh a heady pail of water.

1 /ded/ 3 /'praektis/ 5 /wam/ 7 /sait/ 9 /hos/
2 /its/ 4 /grent/ 6 /breik/ 8 /prer/ 10 /reiz/

Homophones and homographs are at the root of many jokes in English. Match the first
part of each of these children’s jokes with the second part and then explain the play on
words involved in each.

1 What do you get if you cross a sheep and a kangaroo? Let’s play draughts.

2 What did the south wind say to the north wind? A drum takes a lot of beating.

3 Why did the man take his pencil to bed? A woolly jumper.

4 Why is history the sweetest lesson? He wanted to draw the curtains.
5 What’s the best birthday present? Because it’s full of dates.

Choose pairs of words from C opposite to describe the pictures below.

English Vocabulary in Use (upper-intermediate) 43




[image: image46.jpg]21.1

4.2

213

Exercises

Look at these pages from the personal diary of Laura, a businesswoman who travels a lot,
then do the exercise.

I e e S S ‘ L . TN o ————
l‘i&;” 1 : . ; “;.‘
- Mon  Pwis - day 5 Pompidov Centre Up eadly. Said goodbye to Nide and Frn
12 then theatre loft. Saw bod ocident on motorway. 16
- Tue  Bun awny 6 doys! Pads OK, Answoredl all the, mail, then falt | Sat
| & bot miss home. ol watth TV! 17
Wed Loft Padis 10 am. toge pile of Lots of phane calls! Sandem, Joye Sun

% 14 wail Waihr\ﬂ'. and Da% al in a row! Lag d‘fﬂ" 18

|

- Thu moduster, then Glaggow. boolc. tidkeks for Dublin 244! IO

L 15 Mek Maum ot Nides.

> gy i
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Fill in the blanks with connectors. An example is given.

1 Pder.. to going to Manchester, Laura was in Paris.

2 Her next trip after Glasgow is on 24th. ........ccccconnneenne. she can have a quiet time at home.

3 She was in Paris for over a week. ..cocccovvvrrinrnnnce. she got home there was a big pile of
mail waiting for her.

4o, she was at Nick’s place on the 16th, she met Maura.

5 She went to the theatre in Paris on Monday. .......ccccoocevnnc.. , she had been to the
Pompidou Centre.

6 e, she had said goodbye to Nick, she left.

/A she answered all her letters, she felt she could watch TV for a while.

8 s she put the phone down it rang again. This time it was Dougy.

Make more sentences with connectors you haven’t used, based on the diary information.

Think of things that are true for you in these situations and complete the sentences. Add
more sentences if you can. An example is given.

1 While ’'m asleep, ...l..us.ugllj..d.fm..@...‘.ak. ................................................................................................
2 After I've €aten t00 MUCH, .....cooooiioieriiieieie et
3 The mofiefit | Wake UPy L sssesumosssmosmmms s s e neismiims
4 Throughout my.childhood 1 ........comemmsmmsammmnms b s msig S it tnmnsns
5 I’'m doing vocabulary right now. Earlier on, T was ..o
6 Once DPve finished my language course, Il ...
7 Before I go on holiday, T alWays ...t
8 Following an argument with someone; T-always feel ‘it imimimmmamsmsmmssimiin

Follow-up: Try and get hold of a news report in English. Underline all the time connectors and see if
there are any which you can add to those on the left-hand page.
If you find any, write a whole sentence in your notebook showing how the connector is used.
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NOTE

Don’t confuse
in case of
with in case.
‘Take your
umbrella in

case it rains’
means ‘it isn’t
raining but it
might rain’.

NOTE

In the examples
inA,Band C
the present
tense is used in
the conditional
clause. Don’t
say: Take your
umbrella in

case it will rain.

Condition

2 You can borrow the bike on condition

1 You can’t come in unless you have a ' :
that you return it by five o’clock.

ticket. [... if you do not have a ticket]

4 You can stay, as long as you don’t mind
sleeping on the sofa. [less formal than
so long as and less formal and not so
strong as on condition that]

3 In case of fire, dial 112. [When there
is ...; usually seen on notices; you can
also say in the event of.]

Providing (that) or provided (that) can also be used in examples 2 and 4. They are less
formal and not so strong as on condition that but stronger and more restricting than as
long as, e.g. Provided/Providing you don’t mind cats, you can stay with us.

Note the use of supposing and what if (usually in spoken language) for possible situations
in the future. What if is more direct.

MICK: Paul’s coming tomorrow. He’ll help us.
ALICE: Supposing / What if he doesn’t turn up; what shall we do then?

Conditions with -ever
The -ever suffix means ‘it does not matter which ...". The stress is normally on ever.

However you do it, it will cost a lot of money.

You’ll get to the railway station, whichever bus you take.
Whoever wins the General Election, nothing will really change.
That box is so big it will be in the way wherever you leave it.

These four sentences can also be expressed using no matter. Note the stress.
No matter how you do it, it will cost a lot of money.
You’ll get to the railway station, no matter which bus you take.

Some nouns which express condition

Certain conditions must be met before the Peace Talks can begin. [rather formal]

A good standard of English is a prerequisite /pri'rekwizit/ for studying at a British
university. [absolutely necessary; very formal word]

What are the entry requirements /ro'kwaroments/ for doing a diploma in Management at
your college? [official conditions, rather formal]

I would not move to London under any circumstances. [fairly formal]
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Fill the gaps with a suitable word from A and B opposite.

1 You can come to the party ........cccco....... you don’t bring that ghastly friend of yours.

2 s emergency in the machine-room, sound the alarm and notify the
supervisor at once.

B it I hear from you, I'll assume you are coming.

4 A person may take the driving test again ..........cccccoovunee. they have not already taken a
test within the previous fourteen days.

S srenine I lent you my car, would that help?

The pictures show conditions that must be met to do certain things. Make different
sentences using words and phrases from the opposite page.

EXAMPLE You @n hatt a passenger on a motorbile provided they wear a helmet or Unless Yo
wear a halmet, You wn't dde on a motorbike.

Change the sentences with -ever to no matter, and vice versa.

1 Wherever she goes, she always takes that dog of hers.

2 If anyone rings, I don’t want to speak to them, no matter who it is.

3 No matter what I do, I always seem to do the wrong thing.

4 It’ll probably have meat in it, whichever dish you choose. They don’t cater for
vegetarians here.

5 No matter how I do it, that recipe never seems to work.

What would your answers be to these questions?

1 Are there any prerequisites for the job you do or would like to do in the future?

2 Under what circumstances would you move from where you’re living at the moment?
3 What are the normal entry requirements for university in your country?

4 On what condition would you lend a friend your house/flat?
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Cause, reason, purpose and result

Cause and reason

You probably know how to use words like because, since and as to refer to the cause of or
reason for something. Here are some other ways to express cause and reason.

Owing to the icy conditions, the two lorries collided. [rather informal]
Owing to the fact that the conditions were icy ...
The collision was due to the icy conditions.

The collision was caused by ice on the road. « .
The cause of the collision was ice on the road. 2> pty> <

=55 Cne a0

Here are some other ‘cause’ words and typical
contexts. They are all rather formal, and more suitable for written use.

14

The rise in prices sparked (off) a lot of political protest. [often used for very strong,
perhaps violent, reactions to events]

The President’s statement gave rise to / provoked / generated a lot of criticism. [slightly less
strong than spark (off)]

The new law has brought about / led to great changes in education. [often used for
political/social change]

This problem stems from the inflation of recent years. [explaining the direct origins of
events and states]

The court-case arose from / out of allegations made in a newspaper. [the allegations started
the process that led to the court-case]

Reasons for and purposes of doing things

Her reason for not going with us was that she had no money. or The reason (why) she
didn’t go with us was that ... [less formal]

The following sentences are all fairly formal, and more frequent in written English:

I wonder what his motives were in sending that letter? [purpose]

I wonder what prompted him to send that letter? [reason/cause]

She wrote to the press with the aim of exposing the scandal. [purpose]

I’ve invited you here with a view to resolving our differences. [sounds a bit more indirect
than with the aim of]

He refused to answer on the grounds that his lawyer wasn’t there. [reason]

The purpose of her visit was to inspect the equipment.

Results
Most of these expressions are fairly formal, and more frequent in written English:

He did no work. As a result / As a consequence / Consequently, he failed his exams.

The result/consequence of all these changes is that no-one is happy any more.
[The examples with consequence/consequently sound more formal than result]

His remarks resulted in everyone getting angry. [verb + in]

The events had an outcome that no-one could have predicted. [result of a process or events,
or of meetings, discussions, etc.]

The upshot of all these problems was that we had to start again. [less formal than outcome]

When the election results were announced, chaos ensued. [very formal]

When recording these expressions in your notebook, don’t forget to write the prepositions that go
with them (e.g. result in, consequence of). '
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23.1 Make full sentences using ‘cause and reason’ words from A opposite.

EXAMPLE closure of 20 mines — strikes in coal industry The dosue of 20 mines sparced
(off) a lot of strikes in the wal industry.

announcement — strong attack from opposition
new Act of Parliament — great changes in industry
signal failure « train crash

violent storm — wall collapsed
food shortages — serious riots in several cities
food shortages +— bad economic policies

AN bW -

23.2 Make two sentences into one, using the ‘reason and purpose’ words in brackets. Look at B
opposite if you aren’t sure.

EXAMPLE There was a controversial decision. She wrote to the local newspaper to protest.
(prompt) The wntroversial decision prompted her Yo wiite to the lowal newspaper to
protest.

1 Ididn’t contact you. I'd lost your phone number. (reason)

2 I will not sign. This contract is illegal. (grounds)

3 The government passed a new law. It was in order to control prices. (aim)
4 She sent everyone flowers. I wonder why? (motives)

5 The salary was high. She applied for the job. (prompt)

23.3  Use the pictures to describe the causes and results of events in different ways.

3 The customers got angry. 4 We had to walk home.

23.4 Fill in the missing words.

1 My reasons ............. not joining the club are personal.

2 The purpose ............. this pedal is to control the speed.

3 Icame here ..o the aim ............. resolving our dispute.
4 His stupidity has resulted ............. us having to do more work.
5 All this arose ............. one small mistake we made.

6 It was done ............. A VIEW .. lowering inflation.

7 That press article has given rise ............. a lot of criticism.
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even more sick.

Concession and contrast

Concession means accepting one part of an idea or fact, but putting another, more
important argument or fact against it.

Although they were poor, they were independent.
He is a bit stupid. He’s very kind, nevertheless.

Verbs of concession

example paraphrase and comments

I acknowledge/accept that he has worked — I agree but ... [accept is less formal than
hard but it isn’t enough. acknowledge]

I admit I was wrong, but I still think we = T accept I'm guilty of what ’'m accused of.
were right to doubt her.

I concede that you are right about the —  You have won this point in our argument.
goal, but not the method. [rather formal, used in debates/arguments]

Adverbs and other phrases showing contrast

The first four are fairly informal:

OK, you’re sorry. That’s all well and good, but how are you going to pay us back?

You shouldn’t seem so surprised. After all, I did warn you.

It’s all very well saying you love dogs, but who’ll take it for walks if we do get one?

He is boring, and he is rather cold and unfriendly, but, for all that, he is your uncle and
we should invite him.

These are more formal:

Admittedly, she put a lot of effort in, but it was all wasted.

I expected Mr Widebody to be fat. We’re not almost there at all. Quite the
The reverse was true. opposite; we’ve got five miles to go yet.

In Europe they use metric measurements. In contrast, the USA still uses many non-metric
measurements.
It’s not actually raining now. On the other hand, it may rain later, so take the umbrella.

Collocating phrases for contrast

When it comes to politics, Jim and Ann are poles apart.

There’s a world of difference between being a friend and a lover.
There’s a great divide between left and right wing in general.

A yawning gap divides the rich and poor in many countries.
There’s a huge discrepancy between his ideals and his actions.
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Rewrite these sentences using the most likely verb from A opposite (there is usually more

than one possibility).

1 Iknow that you weren’t solely to blame, but you must take some responsibility.

2 OK, OK, I was wrong, you were right; he is a nice guy.

3 The company is prepared to accept that you have suffered some delay, but we do not
accept responsibility.

4 She didn’t deny that we had done all we could, but she was still not content.

Write a beginning for these sentences, as in the example.

1 |..oxpecked. Magy..ta.be. Yol and.. dad. The reverse was true; she was short, with fair hair.
................................ On the other hand, it does have a big garden, so I think we should

rent it
3 e, On the contrary, the number of cars on the road is increasing yearly.
4o In contrast, the traffic in Britain drives on the left.
N S Quite the opposite; I feel quite full. I had a huge breakfast.
Try to do this word puzzle from memory. —
If you can’t, look at C opposite. HEE 1
Across —
| R p— gap
ST TR, of difference [ ] !
R discrepancy 1
7 — apart _4
Down |
2 poles ... - -
T (7 | o p——
6 a yawning ...
AdREEN

Now use the phrases from the word puzzle in 24.3 to make comments on these statements.
1 Some people believe in nuclear weapons, some in world disarmament.

2 She says one thing. She does quite the opposite.

3 Jim believes in God. Sandra’s a total atheist.

4 Being a student’s one thing; being a teacher’s quite another.

Complete the sentences with phrases from B opposite.

1 OK, you’ve cleaned the kitchen, ................. , but what about the dining-room?
2 No need to panic. .......ccoo........ , it doesn’t start till six.

3 She’s bossy and sly, but .................. , she is a friend.

4 . saying you’ll pay me back soon; when is what I want to know!

Choose between on the other hand and on the contrary.

1 I'm not worried; ......ccoeveenee. , I feel quite calm.
2 It’s expensive, but ................. , we do need it.
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You already know words like and, also and too. Here are some more.

Words for linking sentences/clauses

sentencelclause 1 and sentencelclause 2

For this job you need a degree.  In addition* you need some experience.
Video cameras are becoming Furthermore they’re becoming cheaper.
easier to use. Moreover

/mo:'rouvval/
What’s more**

It’ll take ages to get there and Besides™** we’ll have to change trains three
it’ll cost a fortune. times at least.
Children should respect their Equally they should respect their teachers.
parents. Likewise
We’ll have all the stress of going  On top of (all) we’ll have to pay the lawyers’ bills.
to court and giving evidence. that****

* in addition is more formal than and or also/too.

**  furthermore and moreover are normally interchangeable, and are both rather
formal; what’s more is informal; what is more is rather formal.

a more emphatic way of adding information; similar in meaning to anyway.
even more emphatic: used mostly in informal spoken English.

% %%

EGRCRCR

You can also use plus: To keep fit you need a good diet plus regular exercise. [normally
used to connect noun phrases, but can connect clauses in informal speech]

Words at the end of clauses/sentences

They sell chairs, tables, beds, and so on / etc. /et'setra/. [and so on is more informal than etc.]

I’ll go to the committee, then to the board, then to another committee, and so on and so
forth. [informal; suggests a long continuation]

He was a good sportsman and an excellent musician into the bargain / to boot. [informal;
emphasises the combination of items]

- Words that begin, or come in the middle of, clauses/sentences

Further to my letter of 18/9/01, I am writing to ... [formal opening for a letter]
In addition to winning the gold medal, she also broke the world record.
In addition to his BA in History, he has a PhD in Sociology. [fairly formal]
He’s on the school board, as well as being a local councillor.
b Besides / Apart from having a salary, he also has a private income.
Y houns, houn " "
h . Apart from her many other hobbies, she restores old racing cars.
pnrases, or -ing. . 4
Do not say: As  Jo Evans was there, along with a few other people who I didn’t know.

NOTE

The words and
expressions in

C are followed

well as she

speaks French, a ’
she also speaks = VVhen learning connecting words such as those in this unit, make a note about the formality of the

Japanese.You Ll word where appropriate. It is possible to sound too formal in conversation if you use connectors
say:As well as only normally found in writing or formal speech.

speaking

French, she ....
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25.1 Fill in the gaps in this letter with suitable adding words and phrases. Try to do it without
looking at the opposite page.

Dear M Coldneart,

................................... (1) ~y letter of 16.3.94, | shodld like to give you mare information
cncming rmy qualifiations and experence. ........cccccooociiicccrinnennee (2) holding a Diploma in
Catoring, | also have an Adianced Certificate in Hotel Management. The couse wierd the usual
onas: finan, front seniies, publidty, space allowation .......coooivriiiiivriiiiin (3).

[Salsol wish ¥ai poinde oot thade DT TR LT (4) holding these qualifications, | have
now bun worlking in the hotel trade for fe years. ..., (), my experience

pror to that was also wnnected with tourism and kospi{’a‘@.
| hope you will gie ~y application cue consideration.
Yours Sit\wdj z

Nora Hope

25.2 Rewrite the sentences using the word or phrase in brackets at the end.

1 Physical labour can exhaust the body very quickly. Excessive study can rapidly reduce
mental powers too. (equally)

2 My cousin turned up and some schoolmates of his came with him. (along with)

3 He owns a big chemical factory and he runs a massive oil business in the USA.

(as well as)

She was my teacher and she was a good friend. (into the bargain)

I'm their scientific adviser and act as a consultant to the Managing Director.

(in addition to)

“ A

25.3 Correct the mistakes in the use of addition words and phrases in these sentences.

1 T work part-time as well as I am a student, so I have a busy life.

2 Besides to have a good job, my ambition is to meet someone nice to share my life with.
3 Alongside 1 have many other responsibilities, I now have to be in charge of staff
training.

In addition has a degree, she also has a diploma.

Likewise my father won’t agree, my mother’s sure to find something to object to.

To boot she is a good footballer, she’s a good athlete.

He said he’d have to first consider the organisation, then the system, then the finance
and so forth so on.

NN (L A

25.4 What adding words/phrases can you associate with these pictures?

wneres

(fés pof‘?
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Text-referring words take their meaning from the surrounding text. For example, this
sentence in isolation does not mean much:

We decided to look at the problem again and try to find a solution.

What problem? The words problem and solution help organise the argument of the text,
but they do not tell us the topic of the text. They refer to something somewhere else.

Here are some examples. The word in bold refers to the underlined words.

Pollution is increasing. The problem is getting worse each day.

Should taxes be raised or lowered? This was the biggest issue in the election. [topic
causing great argument and controversy]

Whether the war could have been avoided is a question that interests historians.

Let’s discuss crime. That’s always an interesting topic. [subject to argue about or discuss,
e.g. in a debate or in an essay]

Punishment is only one aspect of crime. [part of the topic]

Problem-solution words

Text-referring words are often used with ‘problem-solution’ types of text, where a problem
is presented and ways of solving it are discussed. In the following example, the words in
bold concern a problem or a solution. Try to learn these words as a family.

The situation in our cities with regard to traffic is going from bad to worse. Congestion is a daily feature
of urban life. The problem is now beginning to affect our national economies. Unless a new approach
is found to control traffic, we will never find a solution to the dilemma.

I GG G P I G G T T (P I i

In the dialogue below, two politicians are arguing. Note how the words in bold refer to
parts of the argument.

A: Your claim that we’re doing nothing to invest in industry is false. We invested £10
billion last year. You've ignored this fact.

B: But the investment has all gone to service industries. The real point is that we need
to invest in our manufacturing industries.

A: That argument is out-of-date in a modern technological society. Our position has
always been that we should encourage technology.

B: But that view won'’t help to reduce unemployment.

N e P P P T T P P P e -

The following problem-solution words are grouped in families associated with the key-
words in bold. The prepositions normally used with them are given in brackets.

situation: state of affairs, position (with regard to)
problem: difficulty [more formal], crisis, matter

response: reaction (to), attitude (to)

solution: answer (to), resolution (to), key (to), way out (of)
evaluation [of the solution]: assessment, judgement
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Draw lines from the left-hand column to the right-hand column joining each sentence with
a suitable label, as in the example.

1 The earth is in orbit around the sun. problem
2 World poverty and overpopulation. evaluation
3 God exists and loves everybody. fact

4 Tve run out of cash. belief

5 It has proved to be most efficient. view

6 They should get married, to my mind. issue

Fill the gaps with an appropriate word to refer to the underlined parts of the sentences.

1 So you were talking about animal rights? That’s quite a big ................ nowadays.

2 We are running out of funds. How do you propose we should deal with the ................... ?

3 Is there life on other planets? This is a ......cccccouueeee. nobody has yet been able to answer.

4 (Teacher to the class) You can write your essay on ‘My best holiday ever’. If you don’t
like that ........c........ , I'll give you another one.

5 She thinks we should all fly around in tiny little helicopters. This .................. to the

traffic problem in cities is rather new and unusual. I wonder if it is viable?

These newspaper headlines have got separated from their texts. Put each one with a
suitable text.

NEW APPROACH TO NEW ARGUMENT OVER SCIENTIST REJECTS CLAIMS
CANCER TREATMENT ECONOMIC RECESSION OVER FAST FOOD
PRIME MINISTER SETS OUT SOLUTION TO AGE-OLD SITUATION IN SAHEL
VIEWS ON EUROPEAN UNION MYSTERY IN KENYA WORSENING DAILY

there was no proof

he believed that most
people had a similar
vision of -

at all that such things (
were harmful, and in ¢

world community failed

to respond, thousands of |
ch1ldren could die and ~

The Minister denied
that this was true and
said instead that the
evidence pointed to

the bones proved beyond
doubt that human beings »
had inhabited the reglon \
dunng P TG g

tests were being (
carried out to see if the (,
new drug really did

Answer these questions with regard to yourself.

1 What’s your approach to learning vocabulary?
2 What aspect of your work/studies do you find most interesting?
3 Which topics in this book are most useful?
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Discourse markers are words and phrases which organise, comment on or in some way
frame what we are saying or writing. An example from spoken language is well:

A: So you live in Boston? B: Well, near Boston.

Well here shows that the speaker is aware he/she is changing the direction of the
conversation in some way (not giving the expected ‘yes’ answer). In other words, well is a
comment on what is being said. Another example is how teachers use words like right and
OK to organise what is happening in a classroom:

Right/OK, let’s have a look at exercise 3.

- Here are some common markers which organise the different stages of a conversation.

Now, what shall we do next? So, would you like to come to the table now, please?

Good, I'll ring you on Thursday, then. Well then, what was it you want to talk about?

Now then, I want you to look at this picture. [said by someone in control of the
conversation, e.g. a teacher]

Fine/Great, let’s leave it at that, then, shall we?

In these mini-dialogues, the markers in bold modify or comment on what is being said:

A: It’s cold isn’t it? A: What’s her number?
B: Yeah. B: Let me see, I have it here
A: Mind you, it is November, so it’s not somewhere ...
surprising. [a hesitation — gaining time]
[an afterthought, used like however] ‘
A: It’s quite a problem ... A: And he said he was go —
B: Listen/Look, why don’t you let me sort B: Well, that’s typical!
it out? A: Hang on / Hold on! Let me tell
A: Would you? Thanks a lot. you what he said!
[introducing a suggestion/point] [preventing an interruption]

Here are some other similar markers.

I can’t do that. You see, P'm not the boss here. [explaining]

He was, you know, sort of ... just standing there. [hesitation]

So that’s what we have to do. Anyway, I'll ring you tomorrow. [signalling that the speaker
thinks the topic or the conversation can now close]

It rained all day yesterday. Still, we can’t complain, it was fine all last week. [contrasts two
ideas with one another]

We shouldn’t be too hard on him. At the end of the day, he’s only a child. [the most
important point or argument is ...]

In informal spoken language, people often use the letters of the alphabet (usually no more
than a, b and c, to list points they want to make.

FRED: Why aren’t you going this evening?
BOB: Well, a I haven’t got any money, and b it’s too far anyway.

position to listen in a relaxed way to someone speaking English (for example, if you are not the
person being spoken to, or you are listening to informal speech on radio or TV), concentrate on
listening for markers.

E It’s sometimes difficult to catch markers when they are used in rapid speech, but when you are in a
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Underline all the discourse markers in this monologue. Not all of them are on the left-
hand page.

“Well, where shall I start? It was last summer and we were just sitting in the garden,
sort of doing nothing much. Anyway, I looked up and ... see, we have this kind of long
wall at the end of the garden, and it’s ... like ... a motorway for cats, for instance, that
big fat black one you saw, well, that one considers it has a right of way over our
vegetable patch, so ... where was I? Yes, I was looking at that wall, you know, day-
dreaming as usual, and all of a sudden there was this new cat I'd never seen before, or
rather, it wasn’t an ordinary cat at all ... I mean, you’ll never believe what it was ...’

Here are some small dialogues where there are no markers used at all, which would be
unusual in real informal conversation. Add markers from the opposite page and from
exercise 1 above, where you think the speakers might use them.

1

A: Are you a football fan? 4 A: Which number is yours?
B: I like it; I wouldn’t say I was a fan. B: (pause) ... it’s that one there, yes,
this one.
A: Tll ta,ke e O.f thege. 5 A: He’s looking exhausted.
B: That’s everything. .
B: Yes, he is.
A: See you next week. g
. A: He has an awful lot of responsibility,
B: That was a very useful meeting. o, s
so it’s hardly surprising.
A: It was last Monday. I was coming 6 A: What do yourhean, ‘cold”?
home from work. I saw this ragged , . .
. B: She’s not friendly, very distant. Last
old man approaching me. I stopped } .
T week I gave her a jolly smile and she
u" Jieie Dibbls! ... scowled at me.

A: What do you expect? I’ve seen the
way you smile at people, it puts
them off.

A: Let me tell you what happened first.

Which marker fits best into the sentences? Rewrite the sentences with the markers

included.
at the end of the day still a, b, ¢, etc. anyway
1 Yes, there is a lot of work to do. I must rush now, I’ll call you tomorrow.

2

3

There’s two reasons I think he’s wrong. People don’t act like that, and Paul would
certainly never act like that.
Money is not the most important thing in life. I really do believe that.

4 1 never got a chance to tell him. 'm seeing him next week. I’ll tell him then.

Follow-up: If you can, make a recording of a natural conversation between English speakers (get their
permission, but don’t say why you need it). What markers do they use?
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In this unit we look at how certain common words and phrases are used to organise
written texts.

Organising a formal text

First / Firstly / First of all, we must consider ...

Next, it is important to remember that ...

Secondly and thirdly are also used with first/firstly for lists.

Finally/Lastly, we should recall that ... [#of ‘at last’]

Turning to the question of foreign policy, ... [changing to a new topic]

Leaving aside the question of pollution, there are also other reasons ... [the writer will not
deal with that question here] '

In parenthesis, let us not forget that ... [making a point that is a side issue, not part of the
main argument]

In summary, to sum up, we may state that ... [listing / summing up the main points]

In sum, the economic issues are at the centre of this debate. [listing / summing up the main
points: much more formal]

In conclusion / to conclude, I should like to point out that ... [finishing the text]

Markers for explaining, exemplifying, rephrasing, etc.

To learn new words properly a lot of recycling is needed; in other words / that is to say,
you have to study the same words over and over again. [That is to say is much more
formal]

Some English words are hard to pronounce, for example / for instance, ‘eighth’.

It might be possible, say, to include the parents in the discussion. [similar to for example;
note the commas before and after; say is also common in spoken language]

The Parliament has different committees. Briefly, these consist of two main types. [the
explanation will be short and not comprehensive]

She is, so to speak / as it were, living in a world of her own. [makes what you are saying
sound less definite/precise; As it were is more formal.]

Signposts around the text
These are words and phrases that point the reader to different parts of a text.

The following points will be covered in this essay: ... [used to introduce a list]

It was stated above/earlier that the history of the USA is ... [earlier in the text]

See page 238 for more information. [go to page 238]

Many writers have claimed this (see below). [examples will be given later in the text]

A full list is given overleaf. [turn the page and you will find the list]

For further details/discussion, see Chapter 4. [more discussion/details]

May I refer you to page 3 of my last letter to you? [formal; May I ask you to look at /
read]

With reference to your fax of 28th May 2000, ... [formal; often used at the beginning of a
letter to link it with an earlier text]

formal or too informal if you do not distinguish between those found in writing and those common

E Make a separate list of markers for spoken and written English.You may end up sounding too
“in speech.
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28.1 Fill the gaps with typical written-text markers. The first letter of each phrase/word is

given.
Points for discussion — crime and punishment:
Foimnm (1), it is important to understand why people commit crimes, i............. (2);
what are the motives which make people do things they would never normally do?
| S (3), a young man steals clothes from a shop; is it because he is unemployed?
a drug addict? mentally disturbed? N............. (4), it is essential to consider whether
punishment makes any difference, or is it just, a............. (5), a kind of revenge?
| (6), how can we help victims of crime? I............. (7), how can we get to the

roots of the problem, rather than just attacking the symptoms?

28.2 Match the markers on the left with the appropriate function on the right.

1 Leaving aside ... change the topic

2 In parenthesis, ... read something earlier in the text

3 Turning to ... this will not be discussed

4 In conclusion ... this document is about another one
5 With reference to ... to finish off

6 See above ... as an aside / secondary issue

28.3 Which marker(s) ...

is based on the verb ‘to say’?

is based on the verb ‘to follow’?

is a form of the word “far’?

contains something you find on trees?

contain the word/syllable ‘sum’? There are three of them.

LA WK =

28.4 Write a short letter to the Editor of a newspaper about a report in that paper the previous
week that a local hospital is going to close. You think the hospital should not close
because:

The nearest other hospital is 50 kilometres away.

It is being closed for political reasons, not genuine economic ones.
200 people work at the hospital; they will lose their jobs.

The hospital makes an important contribution to the local economy.
It is the only hospital in the region with a special cancer unit.

Try to include as many as possible of these markers:

with reference to firstly, secondly, thirdly, etc. leaving aside
the following to sum up briefly that is to say finally
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Countable nouns can be used with a/an and made plural (e.g. a hat, two hats).
Uncountable nouns are not normally used with a(n) or the plural, e.g. information, not
‘an information’, or ‘some informations’. You can learn uncountable nouns in groups
associated with the same subject or area. Here are some possible headings.

A Tavel

NOTE

Travel is also
an uncountable

noun, e.g. ]

Travel broadens -

the mind. luggage accommodation money equipment
baggage (Am. Eng.) currency (e.g. for skiing)

20

Day-to-day household items

soap toothpaste paper washing-up liquid shoe polish washing powder

Food

The word food is uncountable, and so are many food names. Try adding more
uncountable words to this list.

sugar rice spaghetti butter flour soup

Abstract uncountable nouns

She gave me some advice on how to study for the exam.
I picked up some interesting knowledge on that course.
She’s made a lot of progress in a very short time.

She has done some research on marine life.

They’ve done a lot of work on the project.

Material and resources

For making clothes, furniture, etc.: cloth (e.g. cotton, silk) leather wool
For buildings: stone brick plastic wood/timber concrete glass
For energy: coal oil petrol gas electricity

W E
- Typical mistakes
)

Don’t say: What a terrible weather! She has long hairs. I have a news for you. We bought
some new furnitures. Say: What terrible weather! She has long hair. I have some news for
you. We bought some new furniture.

E Always mark an uncountable noun with (U) in your vocabulary notebook, or write ‘some ..." or ‘a

8 lot of ..." before it. , b

(See Unit 33 for ways of making uncountable nouns countable.)
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Exercises

Decide whether these sentences need the indefinite article a(n). Not all of the nouns are on
the left-hand page. Use a dictionary that tells you whether the nouns are countable.

1 Hegaveusall .......... advice on what to take with us.

2 I'm sorry. I can’t come. I have ............ homework to do.

3 She’s doing ............ investigation of teenage slang in English for her university project.
4 You'll need ............ rice if you want to make a Chinese meal.

5 Paul’s getting divorced? That’s ............ interesting news!

6 Ihave to buy ............ film for the holiday. I think I’ll get about five rolls.

7 We saw ............ beautiful silk and ............ cotton in Thailand.

List these words in two columns side by side, one for uncountables and one for
countables. Then join the words which have similar meaning.

tip clothing case information job advice
travel garment trip work baggage fact

Imagine you are going away for a week’s holiday and you pack a suitcase with a number
of things. Make a list of what you would pack and tick (v) all the items on your list that
are uncountable nouns in English.

Correct the mistakes in these sentences.

1 We had such a terrible weather that we left the camp-site and got an accommodation in
town instead.

2 In the North of England, most houses are made of stones, but in the South, bricks are
more common.

3 Tlove antique furnitures, but I would need an advice from a specialist before I bought
any. My knowledges in that area are very poor.

4 Her researches are definitely making great progresses these days. She has done a lot of
original works recently.

Personal qualities and skills use a lot of uncountable nouns. For example, we might say
that a secretary should have intelligence, reliability, charm and enthusiasm. These are all
uncountable nouns. Choose from the list and say what qualities these people should have.
Say whether they need some, a lot or a bit of the quality. Use a dictionary for any difficult
words.

jobs: soldier nurse teacher explorer actor athlete writer
surgeon receptionist

qualities: patience courage determination goodwill charm stamina
reliability loyalty energy experience commitment talent
creativity intelligence training imagination

Could I have ...? Practise asking for these everyday items and decide whether you must
say a or some.

vinegar duster needle thread sellotape tea-bag shoe polish
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scissors

&

tongs headphones
- 4 ol 4

binoculars scales andcuffs glasses/spectacles goggles
Things we wear

N\ 04
clothes knickers/pants underpants/pants jeans tights  jodhpurs

P /. &

leggings dungarees shorts trousers braces (swimming) trunks

More useful words

When I move to London, I’ll have to find lodgings. [e.g. a room in a flat]

When will the goods be delivered? [articles/items]

The architect inspected the foundations before declaring that the premises were safe.
[under the building / the building itself]

The military authorities have established their headquarters in the old Town Hall.

The acoustics in the new opera-house are near-perfect. [quality of the sound]

The contents /'kpntents/ of the house were sold after her death.

Looks are less important than personality in a partner.

As you come to the outskirts of the village, there are traffic-lights. Turn left there. [the
beginning or end of the village]

The stairs are a bit dangerous; be careful.

The proceeds of the concert are going to the children’s fund. [money from selling tickets]

A terrorist has escaped from prison. Her whereabouts are unknown. [where she is]

Words with plural form but used mostly with singular verbs

Names of some games: billiards dominoes draughts darts bowls cards
Names of subjects/activities: physics economics classics gymmnastics aerobics
athletics maths

Some words look plural, or may be thought of as plural, but are not, e.g. means, news,
spaghetti (an Italian plural form), series.

There was a series of programmes on TV about Japan.

Is there a cheap means of transport I could use to get there?
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Make a list of (a) subjects you studied at school or elsewhere, and (b) your leisure
interests. How many of the words are plural? Use a dictionary if necessary.

Which things listed on the left-hand page can be used to:

1 cut a hedge? shears 5 get a splinter out of your skin?

2 help you to read small print? 6 look at distant objects?

3 cut paper? 7 get a nail out of a piece of wood?
4 hold your trousers up? 8 keep a prisoner’s hands together?

How many articles on the clothes line are plural nouns?

~

~
7

Fill the gaps with an appropriate plural-form noun.

1 (To a child) Come on! Get your ... on! It’s time to go to bed.

2 The i of the rock concert are going to the international ‘Save the Children
fund’.

3 The oo, in the new concert hall are superb. I’'ve never heard such clear sound.

4 The escaped prisoner is tall, dark and has a beard. His ................... are unknown.

5 You don’t have to wear ................... to ride a horse, but it’s much more comfortable.

6 ThE seissmtines have forbidden the import of all foreign ....................

Odd one out. In each group, one of the nouns is always used in the plural. Which one?

1 sock trouser slipper 3 knife scissor razor
2 billiard squash tennis 4 tracksuit costume dungaree

In this silly story, change the singular nouns to plural where appropriate. Change the verbs
where necessary.

I decided that if T wanted to be a pop star I’d have to leave home and get lodging in
London. I finally got a room, but it was on the outskirt of the city. The owner didn’t
live on the premise, so I could make as much noise as I liked. The acoustic in the
bathroom was fantastic, so I practised there. I made so much noise I almost shook
the foundation! I went to the headquarter of the Musicians’ Union, but a guy there
said T just didn’t have a good enough look to be famous. Oh well, never mind!
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When we use a countable noun we are thinking of specific things that can be counted
(e.g. two glasses). When we use it as an uncountable noun we are thinking of stuff or
material or the idea of a thing in general (e.g. this door is made of glass).

stuffimaterials things

glass & a glass / glasses ’
—_—— '

cloth a cloth {
L | Y 7\ %
fish e TIeo) a fish @

a work Q

Be careful! there’s broken glass on the road. 1 need a cloth to wipe the table.
We had fish for dinner. Hamlet is one of Shakespeare’s most famous works.

work

Here are some more nouns used in both ways. Make sure you know the difference
between the uncountable and the countable meanings.

drink / a drink  hair / a hair paper / a paper land / a land
people / a people home / a home policy / a policy trade / a trade

Drink was the cause of all his problems. [alcohol]

There’s a hair in my sandwich, a dark one; it must be yours.
Did you buy a paper this morning? [a newspaper]

I love meeting people from different countries. [individuals]
The different peoples of Asia. [races / national groups]

Her grandmother lives in a home. [an institution]

I’ve lost an important insurance policy. [a document]

Trade with China has increased. [imports and exports]

The names of food items often have a different meaning depending on whether they are
used as countable or uncountable nouns (see fish above).

209

900 9p0
coffee/tea —  a coffee and two teas ' @@
potato —  just two potatoes, please! “

would you like

some chocolate? —  would you like a chocolate?

—  a pepper

—  an onion
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Would you normally expect to find these things in most people’s houses/ﬂats/garages/
gardens? In which room or place? Answer for both meanings (countable and
uncountable).

EXAMPLE an iron Yes, mast pwplv, have an iron Yo iron their dothes; H\g might loep it in the
kitdhen Somowhare. Mast people don’t narmally kesp iron (the metal) at home, bot they might hade
things made of iron (&.ﬂ a @mﬂ pan) in the Witthen.

1 acloth 3 afish 5 glass 7 drink 9 a rubber

2 awood 4 pepper 6 paper 8 atape

Which question would you ask? Could I have/borrow a ...2 or Could I bave/borrow
some ...? Z :

EXAMPLE cake Could | have some ke’

1 iron
2 pepper 5 rubber
3 chocolate 6 glass

Answer these remarks using the word in brackets, as in the example. Use a(n) or the if the
meaning is countable.

EXAMPLE Oh dear! 've spilt water on the floor! (cloth) Nower mind. Hor’s a doth; JuS‘f’
wipe it up.

1 How did you get that puncture in your car tyre? (glass)

2 I was surprised to hear that old Mrs Jones doesn’t live with her family any more.
(home)

3 What do you think my son should do? He’s just left school and he’s not really
academic. He needs a job. (trade)

4 Why did you choose this house in the end? (land)

Mum, what’s the Mona Lisa? (work)

6 How can I find out what the restrictions are on this car insurance? (policy)

n

What is the difference between (a) and (b) in each pair?

1 a) Have some sauce with your hot dog.
Shall T make a sauce with the fish?

2 PLANT AND HEAVY MACHINERY CROSSING (road sign)
3 Can I have some light?

b)
a)
b) T’ve bought you a house plant.
a)
b) Can I have a light?
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Collective nouns are used to describe a group of the same things.

People
? &
A - Va N e
a group of people a crowd of people a gang of thieves

(smaller number) (large number) (rather negative)

Words associated with certain animals

A flock of sheep or birds, e.g. geese/pigeons; a herd of cows, deer, goats; a shoal /[aul/
of fish (or any particular fish, e.g. a shoal of herring/mackerel — note the use of singular
here); a swarm /swoim/ of insects (typically flying ones, e.g. a swarm of bees/gnats).

A pack of ... can be used for dogs, hyenas, wolves, etc. as well as for (playing) cards.

People involved in the same job/activity

A team of surgeons/doctors/experts/reporters/scientists/rescue-workers/detectives arrived at
the scene of the disaster.

These nouns are used with singular or plural verbs, depending on your point of view.

The crew was/were saved when the ship sank. [workers on a ship/ambulance/plane]

The company is/are rehearsing a new production. [group of actors]

The cast is/are all amateurs. [actors in a film or theatre production]

The public has/have a right to know the truth. [the people as a whole]

The staff are on strike. [normally used with a plural verb; general word for groups who
share a place of work, e.g. teachers in a school, people in an office]

Physical features of landscapes

In the picture we can see a row of cottages near a clump of trees with a range of hills in
the background. Out on the lake there is a small group of islands.

Things in general

a pair of birds sitting on a branch [two of anything
that are the same]

a couple of strawberries [vague way of saying two,
not necessarily exactly the same]

a pile/heap of papers [or clothes, dishes, toys, etc.]

a bunch of flowers [or grapes, bananas etc.]

a stack of chairs [or tables, boxes, logs, etc.]

a set of tools [or pots and pans, dishes, etc]
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Exercises

Fill each gap with a suitable collective noun.

1 There are ....cccocovveerrecenn. of mosquitoes in the forests in Scandinavia in the summer.

2 As we looked over the side of the boat, we saw a ....c.ccooevvvrrc of brightly coloured fish.
3 There was a of youths standing on the corner; they didn’t look very friendly.
4 You’ll see a of cards on the bookshelf. Will you fetch them for me, please?
5}
6

A St of biologists is studying marine life in this area.
Liook at:that ..........aesw0 of birds on that tree. Both of them have beautiful markings. I
wonder what they are?

7 Could you put a ..ccocccovererrrnnnee. of spoons of sugar in this coffee for me, please? It’s very

bitter. Yes, just two, that’s fine. Thanks.

In each case, one of the examples is wrong. Which one?

1 Company is often used for actors / opera singers / swimmers

2 Cast is often used for people in a play / a book / a film

3 Crew is often used for the staff of an ambulance / a plane / a hospital
4 Pack is often used for cats / dogs / wolves

5 Flock is often used for sheep / pigeons / pigs

Draw a line from the left-hand column to the right-hand column.

1 a clump of houses

2 arange of \/ flies

3 agang of fir-trees

4 a swarm of elephants
S arow of bed-linen
6 a heap of mountains
7 a herd of schoolkids

Rewrite these sentences using collective words. Don’t forget to change the verb to singular
or plural where necessary.

There are some tables on top of one another in the next room.
There are a large number of people waiting outside.

The people who work there are very well-paid.
A large number of sheep had escaped from a field.

She gave me six identical sherry glasses.
She gave me five or six beautiful roses.

AN W -

Some collective nouns are associated with words about using language. Underline any you
can see in this next text and make a note of them in your vocabulary notebook.

HE JOURNALISTS raised a whole
host of questions about the actions
of the police during the demonstration.
There had been a barrage of complaints

about police violence. The Chief of
e G

Police replied that he was not prepared

to listen to a string of wild allegations \

without any evidence. In the end, he

just gave a series of short answers that )

Follow-up: How would you translate the expressions you underlined in Exercise 32.5 into your own

language?
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You can make many uncountable nouns singular and countable by adding a piece of or a
(little) bit of. Similarly you can make such nouns plural with pieces of or bits of. (Bit is
less formal than piece and they are not always interchangeable. Bit can be used with all
types of nouns. Piece tends to be used more with uncountable nouns. Bit suggests a
smaller amount than piece.

She bought an attractive old piece of furniture at the auction sale.
How many pieces of luggage have you got with you?

The police collected bits of information from different sources.
Chopin wrote some wonderful pieces of music.

Before you go to England I should give you two bits of advice ...
He spends all his money buying new bits of computer equipment.

- A number of other words go with specific uncountable nouns.

Weather

Today’s weather has been variable. In the north there were heavy showers (of rain).

The sunny spell (of weather) that we have had this last week has continued in much of
the south although there were occasional rumbles of thunder and flashes of lightning in
some areas with some quite loud claps of thunder in one or two areas. These were
followed by a few spots of rain but gusts of wind soon blew them away and the sunshine
returned. (See also Unit 36 for more weather words.)

Groceries

‘I need a loaf of bread, a couple of slices of ham,
two bars of chocolate, a tube of toothpaste, two
cartons of milk and three bars of soap.’

[slice can also be used with toast, bread, meat and
cheese.]

Nature

Look at the ladybird on that blade of grass!
What’s happened? Look at that cloud of smoke hanging over the town!

She blew little puffs of smoke out of her cigarette straight into my face.

Let’s go out and get a breath of fresh air.

Put another lump of coal on the fire, please. [lump can also be used with ‘sugar’]

NOTE Other

A stroke of I had an amazing stroke of luck this morning.

used with luck  T’ve never seen him do a stroke of work. [only in negative sentences]
or work give I’ve never seen him in such a fit of temper before.

them greater The donkey is the basic means of transport on the island.

emphasis than
a bit of.

Tights must be the most useful article/item of clothing ever invented.
There was an interesting item of news about France on TV last night.

The phrase a state of can serve to make an uncountable noun singular. The nouns used
with state are usually abstract and include chaos, emergency, tension, confusion, health,
disorder, uncertainty, poverty, agitation, disrepair and flux [continuous change], e.g. a state
of emergency. '
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Match the words in the list on the left with the words they collocate with on the right.

1 a stroke lightning
2 a shower coal
3 an article grass
4 alump of news
5 aflash rain
6 a blade clothing
7 an item thunder
8 a rumble luck

Change the uncountable nouns to countable nouns in the following sentences by using
either a piece of or a bit of or one of the more specific words listed in B opposite.

EXAMPLE Could you buy me some bread, please? Could You by me a loaf of bread, please?

My mother gave me some advice that I have always remembered.
Suddenly the wind almost blew him off his feet.

We had some terribly windy weather last winter.

Would you like some more toast?

He never does any work at all in the house.

Let’s go to the park — I need some fresh air.

I can give you some important information about that.

We could see smoke hovering over the city from a long way away.
There is some interesting new equipment in that catalogue.

I need to get some furniture for my flat.

SO XN LB W=

—_

Use words from C opposite to fit the clues for the puzzle below.

1 My granny wouldn’t be in such a
bad state of ............. now if she hadn’t |1 2 ] ‘ I |
smoked all her life.

2 The government announced a state 3
(o) IS after the earthquake. r‘t L T rlT J

3 We fell in love with the house although
it was in a dreadful state of ..............

||

4 We are still in a state of ............. as to

who has won the election. F r. ‘ ‘ u L lJ
5 Although this is supposed to be

an affluent society, many people |5 1 l l

are still living in a state of ..............

Make up a puzzle of your own like the one above using the language practised in this unit.
If possible, test a friend.

Now decide who or what might be in the following states and write your own sentences
using these expressions.

1 chaos 2 flux 3 confusion 4 tension
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There are a number of special words in English which are used to describe different kinds

of containers. Look at the following pictures.

bag

can

g’ﬁ"'

pack

cl KN E-

barrel

ie}

carton

packet

case
(e.g. for glasses)

sack tin

Here is some additional information about each of these types of containers.

container

usually made of

typical contents

bag
barrel
basket
bottle
bowl
box
bucket
can
carton
case
crate
glass
jar
jug
mug
pack
packet
pan
pot
sack
tin
tub
tube

cloth, paper, plastic
wood and metal
wicker, metal
glass, plastic
china, glass, wood
cardboard, wood
metal, plastic

tin

card

leather, wood, cardboard*
wood, plastic
glass

glass, pottery
pottery

pottery

card

card, paper

metal

metal, pottery
cloth, plastic

tin

wood, zinc, card
soft metal, plastic

sweets, shopping, letters

wine, beer

shopping, clothes, waste paper
milk, lemonade, wine

fruit, soup, sugar

matches, tools, toys, chocolates
sand, water

cola, beer

milk, yoghurt, 20 packets of cigarettes
jewellery, spectacles, wine
bottles

milk, lemonade, wine

jam, honey, olives, instant coffee
milk, cream, water

tea, coffee, cocoa

cards, six cans of cola/beer
cigarettes, tea, biscuits, cereal
food that is being cooked
food, plant

coal, letters, rubbish

peas, baked beans, fruit
flowers, rainwater, ice-cream
toothpaste, paint, ointment

*A case of wine is usually a cardboard box of wine, containing 12 bottles. Half a case is six bottles.
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34.1 Complete the blanks in the shopping list without looking at the opposite page.

R af mille

£ v of wla

ke e of wndensed millc
TR Ty of dhowlate biswits

34.2 Try the following quiz about the words on the opposite page.

1 Which two of the containers listed would you be most likely to find holding flowers in
a garden?

Which three are you most likely to find in a cellar?

Which six would you be likely to find in an off-licence (a shop which sells alcoholic
drink)?

Which five would you be most likely to see on the breakfast table?

Which ones does a postman carry with him?

Which two are often used for carrying shopping?

How many cigarettes would you expect to find in (a) a carton (b) a packet?

w N

NN A

34.3 Name the containers and their contents.

34.4 Think of other words which are often used with the following containers.
EXAMPLE shopping, wastepaper, linen basket

T i box O jug
D ittt st bottle J A nrerrensssainarin glass
C PO St bag 6 st iuceeerassrssaresrsenenein pot

Follow-up: Look in a kitchen cupboard or a supermarket. How many of the things that you see can
you name? You will find more useful vocabulary for this exercise in Units 33 and 48.
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WA Using ‘the’
Most names of countries are used without ‘the’, but some countries and other names have
‘the’ before them, e.g. The United States / US(A), The United Kingdom / UK, The
Netherlands, The Philippines, The Commonwealth.

Some countries may be referred to with or without ‘the’, (the) Lebanon, (the) Gambia,
(the) Ukraine, (the) Sudan. The forms without ‘the’ are more common.

Adjectives referring to countries and languages

With -ish: British Danish Flemish Irish Polish Spanish Turkish
With -(i)an: American Australian Brazilian Canadian Korean Russian
With -ese: Chinese Japanese Maltese Portuguese Taiwanese Vietnamese
With -i: Bangladeshi Iraqi Israeli Kuwaiti Pakistani Yemeni

With -ic: Arabic Icelandic  Slavonic

Some adjectives are worth learning separately, e.g. Cypriot, Dutch, Greek, Swiss, Thai.

Nationalities

Some nationalities and cultural identities have nouns for referring to people, e.g. a Finn,

a Swede, a Turk, a Spaniard, a Dane, a Briton, an Arab. In most cases we can use the
adjective as a noun, e.g. a German, an Italian, a Belgian, a Catalan, a Greek, an African,
a European. Some need woman/man/person added to them (you can’t say ‘a Dutch’), so if
in doubt, use them, e.g. a Dutch man, a French woman, an Irish person, an Icelandic man.

Indian

The Antarctic

People and races

People belong to ethnic groups and regional groups such as Afro-Caribbeans, Asians and
Latin Americans. What are you? (e.g. North African, Southern African, European,
Melanesian)

They speak dialects as well as languages. Everyone has a native language or first language;
many have second and third languages. Some people are expert in more than one
language and are bilingual or multilingual.
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35.1 Ways of learning nationality and language adjectives: some adjectives can form regional
groups, e.g. Latin American countries are always described by -(i)an adjectives.

1 Complete the list of Latin American adjectives. Look at a world map if you have to.
Brazilian, Chilean, ...

2 Adjectives of former European socialist bloc countries and parts of the former Soviet
Union also end in -ign. Complete the list. Hungarian, Armenian ...

3 What other regional groupings can you see on the left-hand page? (e.g. many -ish
adjectives are European)

35.2 Famous names. Can you name a famous ...
EXAMPLE Argentinian sportsman or woman? Diggo Maadonna

1 Chinese politician?

2 South African political leader?

3 Pole who became a world religious leader?
4 TItalian opera singer?

5 Irish rock-music group?

35.3 All these nationality adjectives have a change in stress and/or pronunciation from the
name of the country. How do we pronounce the adjectives? Use a dictionary for any you
don’t know. Use phonetic script if possible (see Unit 5).

EXAMPLE Canada — Canadian — /ko'nerdion/

1 Panama — Panamanian 3 Ghana = Ghanaian S Egypt = Egyptian
2 Cyprus = Cypriot 4 Jordan — Jordanian 6 Fiji = Fijian

35.4 Correct the mistakes in these newspaper headlines.

Princess to marry a French? POLICE ARREST DANISH

ON SMUGGLING CHARGE

Rwandese
refugees

Royal sensation! ~l

leave UN
camps

Britains have highest (

Iraqgian delegation meets

S Lo in E‘ Pakistanian President

35.5 World quiz

What are the main ethnic groups in Malaysia?

Which countries, strictly speaking, are in Scandinavia?
What are the five countries with the highest population?
How many languages are there in the world?

Where is Kiribati?

Where do people speak Inuit?

What are the five most widely spoken languages?

NN LR W -

Follow-up: Make sure you can name your own nationality, country, region, ethnic group, language(s),
etc. in English.
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~ There was a gentle breeze on the beach, just enough to cool us.

The weather

Cold weather

In Scandinavia, the chilly" days of autumn soon change to the cold days of winter.

The first frosts'?) arrive and the roads become icy. Rain becomes sleet’®) and then snow, at
first turning to slush® in the streets, but soon settling!®), with severe blizzards'®’ and
snowdrifts!”) in the far north. Freezing'®) weather often continues in the far north until
May or.even June, when the ground starts to thaw /05:/() and the ice melts!?) again.

Meold, but not very @thin white coat of ice on everything ()rain and snow mixed #dirty, brownish, half-snow,
half-water ®)staying as a white covering ®)snow blown by high winds “/deep banks of snow against walls, etc.
(lwhen temperatures are below 0° centigrade “)change from hard, frozen state to softer state (change from
solid to liquid under heat

Warm/hot weather

close /klous/ [warm and uncomfortable] stifling [hot, uncomfortable, you can hardly
breathe] muggy [very warm and a little damp] humid [hot and damp, makes you sweat
alot] scorching [very hot, often used in positive contexts] boiling [very hot, often used
in negative contexts] mild [warm at a time when it is normally cold]

Note also: We had a heatwave last month. [very hot, dry period]

Wet weather
This wet weather scale gets stronger from left to right.

damp — drizzle = pour down (verb) / downpour (noun) = torrential rain = flood
/'davnpor/ /ta'renfal/ f1ad/

Autumn in London is usually chilly and damp with rain and drizzle.

It was absolutely pouring down. or There was a real downpour.

In the Tropics there is usually torrential rain most days, and the roads often get flooded.
or There are floods on the roads.

This rain won’t last long; it’s only a shower. [short duration]

The storm damaged several houses. [high winds and rain together]

We got very wet in the thunderstorm. [thunder and heavy rain]

Hailstones were battering the roof of our car. [small balls of ice falling from the sky].
Note also hail (uncountable): There was hail yesterday.

The sky’s a bit overcast; I think it’s going to rain. [very cloudy]

We had a drought /dravt/ last summer. It didn’t rain for six weeks.

&

Mist and fog

Nouns and adjectives: haze/hazy [light mist, usually caused by heat] }nist/misty [light fog,
often on the sea, or caused by drizzle] fog/foggy [quite thick. associated with cold
weather] smog [mixture of fog and pollution (smoke + fog)]

Wind

There’s a good wind today; fancy going sailing?

It’s a very blustery /'blastri/ day; the umbrella will just blow away.

There’s been a gale warning; it would be crazy to go sailing.

People boarded up their windows when they heard there was a hurricane on the way.
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Match each word with a word from the box.

1 thunder 2 torrential 3 down stones drift storm warning
4 heat 5 hail 6 snow 7 gale rain Wave pour

Fill the gaps with words from the left-hand page.

My first experience of real winter weather was when I went to Northern Canada.

I was used to the sort of snow that falls in London, which quickly turns into brown
............. (1) with all the people walking on it. In fact, most of the time I was in London,
it didn’t really snow properly, it was mostly ........... (). Apart from that, British winters
meant a bit of white ............ 3) on my garden and occasionally having to drive very
carefully on icy roads early in the morning. I had never experienced the ............
111 S () that can paralyse a whole city in less than an hour and close roads
completely. However, when the earth finally ............ ) and all the snow ........... 7) away
in spring, everything comes to life again and looks more beautiful than ever.

What kinds of weather do you think caused the following to happen? Write a sentence
which could go before each of these.

We had to sit in the shade every afternoon.

The sweat was pouring out of us.

I could hardly breathe; I wished it would rain to cool us down.

Cars were skidding out of control.

The postman had to use a boat to get around.

They had to close the airport; the snow was a metre deep.

We were able to sit in the garden in the middle of winter. 3
The earth became rock-hard and a lot of plants died. |
It blew the newspaper right out of my hands.
A row of very big trees had been blown over. w
I could hardly see my hand in front of my face. |

R OV LA W -

P

What types of weather are bad and good for doing these things?
EXAMPLE skiing bad: mild weather whih makes the snow malt; goodt: wld, dear @s

1 Planting flowers in a garden 4 A day of sightseeing in a big city y
2 Having an evening barbecue 5 Camping out in a tent , :
3 Going out in a small sailing boat 6 Looking at ships through binoculdrs

This chart shows anyone who wants to visit the West of Ireland what weather to expect at

different times of the year. Make a similar chart for your country or home region. |
Dec-Mar April-June July—Aug Sep—Nov
coldest months; generally cool, often warmest months; often mild becoming
usually quite wet; wet and windy but bright with showers; cold; mist and fog -
snow on hills improving cool sea breezes i

-

Follow-up: watch the weather forecast on an English-language TV channel (e.g. The BBC World
Service or CNN), or listen to one on the radio, or look at one on the Internet, e.g. at
http://www.cnn.com Note how many words from this unit are used.
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Hair, face, skin and complexion /kom'plekfon/

She’s got straight hair ~ She’s got long, wavy hair ~ She’s gt curly hair He’s got a
and she’s thin-faced (o7  and she’s round-faced (or and is dark-skinned (or crew-cut.
she’s got a thin face). she’s got a round face). she’s got dark skin).

He’s bald He’s got a beard and He’sot receding He used 1to have black
/bold/ and moustache /mas'te[/ hair and a few hair but now it’s gone
has freckles. and has a chubby face. wrinkles /'ripkalz/. grey, almost white.

What sort of person would you find attractive? Blonde, fair, dark or ginger-haired /
red-haired.

She has such beautiful auburn hair. /'5:ban/ [red-brown]

Fair and dark can be used for hair, complexion or skin.

Height and build

P

a rather plump or a slim woman a skinny person an obese couple /ou'bizs/
stout man [positive] [rather negative] [negative, very fat]

Fat may sound impolite. Instead we often say a bit overweight. If someone is broad and
solid, we can say they are stocky. A person with good muscles can be well-built or
muscular. If someone is terribly thin and refuses to eat, they may be anorexic /&na'reksik/.

General appearance

She’s a very smart and elegant woman, always well-dressed; her husband is quite the
opposite, very scruffy and untidy-looking / messy-looking.

He’s very good-looking, but his friend’s rather unattractive.

Do you think beautiful women are always attracted to handsome men? I don’t. I think
personality matters most.

First impressions are always important. [your first reaction to someone]

He must be thirtyish.

o Sominin Sodvimry mhUse appermenet ) |

The suffix -ish is useful for ciescmbmg people (see Unit 8) She’s tallish. He has bronsh hair.
=
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Answer these remarks with the opposite description.

EXAMPLE A: I thought you said he was the short, chubby one.
B: No, no, no, not at all, ke’s the tall, thin—faced one.

: Was that his brother, the dark-skinned, wavy-haired one?

No, completely the opposite, his brother’s ...

: She’s always quite well-dressed, so I've heard.

What! Who told you that? Every time I see her, she’s ...

: So Charlene’s that rather plump, fair-haired woman, is she?

No, you’re looking at the wrong one. Charlene’s ...

: So, tell us about the new boss; good looking?

No, 'm afraid not; rather ...

: I don’t know why, but I expected the tour-guide to be middle-aged or elderly.
No, apparently she’s only ...

w
S S el ool -l

Write one sentence to describe each of these people, giving information about their hair
and face, their height and build and general appearance.

1 you yourself 3 a neighbour
2 your best friend 4 your ideal of a handsome man / a beautiful woman

Now, in the same way, describe somebody very famous, give some extra clues about them,
e.g. He’s/She’s a pop star/politician. Can someone else guess who you are describing?

From these jumbled words, find combinations for describing people, as in the example.
Not all of the words are on the left-hand page. Some of the combinations are hyphenated.
Use a dictionary if necessary. You can use the words more than once.

EXAMPLE ﬂooo(»faolu'/\j

looking round mixed over well dressed legged
haired complexion good long race weight
middle stocky taded red aged build tanned

WANTED! MISSING! Complete the gaps in these police posters.

WANTED FOR Wanted for Missing Wanted
Armed Robbery ‘ dead or alive

> ’.j < : x\‘ : S
s . 20 i
e Louise Fox »

Jan Prowse Sandra King age 7, Jack ‘Dagger’

White, height 6ft, White, height Sft 4, Asian appearance Flagstone 6ft
........................... faced, RSO L e R ey e AR
........................... hair, e Al e
........................... skin hair. e e build

Follow-up: Make a collection of descriptions of people from newspapers and magazines. Court/crime
reports, celebrity and gossip pages of magazines, and the personal columns where people are seeking
partners are good places to start.
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Intellectual ability

Ability: intelligent  bright clever sharp shrewd able gifted talented
brainy (colloquial)

Lacking ability: stupid foolish half-witted simple silly brainless daft dumb
dim (the last four are predominantly colloquial words)

Clever, in a negative way, using brains to trick or deceive: cunning crafty sly

Attitudes towards life

Amal is pessimistic while Nita is optimistic — he always expects the worst to happen while
she looks on the bright side.

It is strange that one of the twins is so extroverted while the other is so introverted — Ben
loves being the focus of attention while Bill would far rather be alone with his thoughts.

I feel very tense (or wound-up / stressed-out™ *) after a very busy day at work but, after a
hot bath and a nice cup of tea, I'll soon feel relaxed.

Jane is very sensible — she’d never do anything stupid. In other words, she’s very practical
and down-to-earth.

Rupert is very sensitive — he gets very upset (or worked-up, more colloquial), if he feels
people are criticising him. '

— Attitude towards other people

Enjoying others’ company: sociable gregarious*

Disagreeing with others: quarrelsome argumentative

Taking pleasure in others’ pain: cruel sadistic

Relaxed in attitude to self and others: easy-going even-tempered laid-back**
Not polite to others: impolite rude ill-mannered discourteous®

Telling the truth to others: honest trustworthy reliable sincere

Unhappy if others have what one does not have oneself: jealous envious

— One person’s meat is another person’s poison

® Some characteristics can be either positive or negative depending on your point of view.
The words in the right-hand column mean roughly the same as the words in the left-hand
column except that they have negative rather than positive connotations.

determined — obstinate stubborn pig-headed
thrifty/economical — stingy mean tight-fisted miserly*
self-assured/confident — self-important arrogant full of oneself**
unconventional/original — eccentric odd peculiar weird**
frank/direct/open — blunt abrupt brusque curt
broad-minded — unprincipled permissive
inquiring* — inquisitive nosy**

generous —  extravagant

innocent = naive

ambitious —  pushy**

assertive — aggressive bossy**

* These words are much more common in written than in spoken English.
** These words are much more common in spoken than in written English.
(See also Units 11, 12, and 82).
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Exercises

Match these words with their opposites.

1 clever introverted
2 extroverted tight-fisted
3 rude courteous

4. cruel gregarious
5 generous kind-hearted
6 unsociable half-witted

Do you think that the speaker likes or dislikes the people in these sentences?

1 Di’s very thrifty. 5 Dick’s quite bossy.

2 Molly’s usually frank. 6 1 find Dave self-important.
3 Liz is quite broad-minded. =~ 7 Don’t you think Jim’s nosy?
4 Sam can be aggressive. 8 Jill is very original.

Reword the sentences in 38.2 to give the opposite impression (negative rather than positive
or vice versa).

EXAMPLE Di’s Vory stingy.

Magazines often publish questionnaires which are supposed to analyse aspects of your
character. Look at the words below and then match them to the corresponding question.

EXAMPLE If you arrange to meet at 7 p.m., do you arrive at 7 p.m.?
riable

pessimistic argumentative sensitive sociable -
extravagant assertive inquisitive

Do you prefer to be in the company of other people?

Look at the picture. Do you think ‘my glass is half empty’?

Do you find it easy to tell your boss if you feel he or she has treated you badly?
Do you always look out of the window if you hear a car draw up?

Do you often buy your friends presents for no particular reason?

Do you frequently disagree with what other people say?

Do you lie awake at night if someone has said something unkind to you?

NN b W=

What questions like those in 38.4 could you ask to find out if a person is the following:

1 thrifty 3 sensible 5 even-tempered 7 obstinate
2 blunt 4 intelligent 6 original 8 stressed-out

Can you complete each of these word forks?

-tempered K I -minded

Write a sentence to illustrate the meanings of each of your words.

Choose five or six adjectives from the opposite page which you think best describe either your
own or a friend’s character. How do you or your friend demonstrate these characteristics?

EXAMPLE Sodiable = | am sodiable baause | love being with other people.
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Relationships

Types of relationships

Here is a scale showing closeness and distance in relationships in different contexts.

CLOSER = > MORE DISTANT
friendship: best friend good friend friend (casual) acquaintance
work: close colleague /'koli:g/ colleague/workmate
love/romance: lover steady boy/girlfriend ex-*
marriage: wife/husband/partner ex-*

*ex- can be used with or without (informally) another word: She’s my ex. (girlfriend, etc.)

Mate is a colloquial word for a good friend. It can also be used in compound nouns to
describe a person you share something with, e.g. classmate, shipmate, workmate, flatmate.
The stress is on the first word in each case: /'klarsmert/

Workmate is usual in non-professional contexts or in informal contexts; colleague is more
common among professional people, and sounds more formal.

Fiancé/ée /fi:'pnse1/ can still be used for someone you are engaged to, but a lot of people
feel it is dated nowadays. You will sometimes see husband-/wife-to-be in journalistic style.

English has no universally accepted words for ‘person I live with but am not married to’,
but partner is probably the commonest.

Liking and not liking someone

core verb positive negative

like love adore dislike  hate

worship idolise /'ardolerz/ can’t stand loathe /loud/
respect look up to  admire look down on  despise
attract be attracted to  fancy repel leave someone cold

She doesn’t just like Bob she idolises him. I can’t stand him.

I really fancy Lisa, but her friend just leaves me cold / doesn’t do anything for me. [more
colloquial]

Fancy is informal. Repel is very strong and rather formal.

Phrases and idioms for relationships

Jo and T get on well (with each other). [have a good relationship]

Adrian and Liz don’t see eye to eye. [often argue/disagreé]

I’ve fallen out with my parents again. [had arguments]

Tony and Jane have broken up / split up. [ended their relationship]

George is having an affair with his boss. [a sexual relationship, usually secret]

Children should respect their elders. [adults/parents, etc.]

Let’s try and make it up. [be friends again after a row]

She’s my junior / ’'m her senior / I’'m senior to her, so she does what she’s told. [refers to
position / length of service at work]

(See Unit 65 for more words relating to likes and dislikes.)
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Exercises

Use words with the suffix -mate to rewrite these sentences.

1 This is Jack. He and I share a flat.

2 My grandad still writes to his old friends he was at sea with.
3 We were in the same class together in 1988, weren’t we?
4 She’s not really a friend, she’s just someone I work with.

How many relationships can you find between the people in column A and column B,

using words from the left-hand page?

EXAMPLE John Siler and Loma Fitt were one w“ex{gues.

A

John Silver: owns a language school for
business people in Bath. Worked at the
Sun School, Oxford, 1994-5.

Josh Yates: politician, was married to
Eve Cobb 1983-1990. Met Bill Nash
a couple of times.

Ada Brigg: was married to Bill Nash
1991-4. Swam for Britain in 1992
Olympics.

Ana Wood: has lived as a couple
(unmarried) with Bill Nash for the last
five years.

B:

Nora Costa: was in GB Olympic
swimming team in 1992. Was in same
class at school as Ada Brigg.

Bill Nash: works every day with John
Silver. Shared a flat years ago with
Eve Cobb.

Fred Parks: politician. Knew Ada Brigg
years ago, but not very well.

Lorna Fitt: taught at Sun School, Oxford,
1990-7. Lives with Josh Yates.

What do you think the relationships between the people below would be like? Use the

verbs, phrases and idioms opposite.
1 teenage music fan

(a) parents (b) pop star
2 secretary

(c) strict teacher

(d) mate

(a) another secretary (b) boss (c) very attractive workmate

3 45-year-old

(a) teenagers (b) ex-husband/wife

The person who typed this book has got some of the phrases and idioms opposite mixed

up with one another. Correct them.
Jo and Phil don’t get on eye to eye.

She should learn to respect her olders.

NN LA W -

I fell up with my parents last night. It wasn’t my fault.
We had a quarrel but now we’ve made it well.

Do you think Jim and Nora are making an affair? [ do.
I see very well with all my colleagues at work.

Jo’s attractive, but her mate just makes me cold completely.
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At home

Places in the home

You probably already know the names of most rooms and locations in a typical home.
Here are some less common ones and what they are for.

master/main bedroom: the largest, most important bedroom

spare bedroom/guest (bed)room: not used every day; visitors can stay there
utility room: usually just for washing machine, freezer, etc.
shed: small building separated from the house usually for storing garden tools
attic/loft: space in the roof of a house used for storing things; it can also be converted into

an extra living space with stairs leading up to it (loft/attic conversion)

&>

remote control

ironing-board
/'araniy bo:d/

Small objects in the home
Some everyday objects are often difficult to name and are often not listed in dictionaries.

L]

[ h » ,“N.
e &)k

power point
and plug

_

tea-towel

O

dust-pan and brush

table-mat

washing-up liquid

bin-liners

Types of houses/places people live

detached house: not joined to any other house
semi-detached house (informal: semi-): joined to one other house
self-contained flat: does not share facilities with any other
terraced house: joined to several houses to form a row
cottage: small house in the country or in a village
bungalow: house with only one storey (no upstairs)
bedsit: bedroom and living room all in one

villa: large house with big gardens or a rented house in a holiday resort/tourist area
time-share: holiday flat or house where you have the right to live one or two weeks a year

cellar: room below ground level, no windows, used for storing things
basement: room below ground level, windows, for living/working
study: a room for reading/writing/studying in
landing: flat area at the top of a staircase
hall/hallway: open area as you come into a house
porch: covered area before an entrance-door
pantry or larder: large cupboard (usually big enough to walk into) for storing food
terrace or patio: paved area between house and garden for sitting and eating, etc.

drive: short road leading from the street to the house or garage; you can drive/park on it

coaster

chopping board
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Exercises

Where in a typical house would you look for the following things?

1 arake 4 acoat-hanger - 7 a power point 10 old empty boxes
2 cutlery 5 suitcases 8 a porch
3 dental floss 6 a tumble-dryer 9 a grater

Fill in the room and place labels on the plan of the house.

where the washing
machine is:

.............................. Ve i *
3 asyou come in: 5 = &y
.............................. Ly Q] @
=

Fill the gaps with a suitable word.

a big cupboard for

]
=

1 Tve got a darkroom in the ......ccoevcneenenee. where I develop films. It’s perfect because
there are no windows down there.

Is there a .o, where I can plug in this radio?

Put a e, under your drink in case you mark that side-table. It’s an antique.
I’'ve emptied the waste-bin. Are there any more ........cccocernnaee. ? Where are they?

We keep our skisup in theé ........vvenmsisionss They’re out of the way up there.

You’ll find the garden-chairs in the .....cccccovvunne. at the bottom of the garden. Bring
them up and we’ll have a drink on the ..o, and watch the sunset.

The light-switch for the stairs is on the ......cccoccveveenne. just by your bedroom door.
TPyve moved tor 4 alis S now I can’t manage the stairs any more at my age.
This is the .o bedroom; we sleep in here. You’ll be in the .......ccccocoovereennee.
bedroom; that’s this one here.

10 Leave your car in the ..., , just in front of the garage. It’ll be safe there.

N K~ wbo

O 0

Answer these questions about yourself and if possible, ask someone else too.

1 Is your house detached? What sort is it if not?

2 Are time-shares common in any part of your country?

3 Do houses still have pantries in your country?

4 Is it common to rent bedsits in your country? If so, what sorts of people do so?

Everyday objects. Answer these questions.

1 How can you make very small pieces of cheese to sprinkle on a dish?

2 What might you fetch if someone dropped a saucer and it broke into small pieces on
the floor?

3 What could you put under a dinner plate to prevent it marking the table?

4 How can you switch off the TV without leaving your chair?

5 How can you cut vegetables without marking the kitchen work-surface?
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Things that go wrong in houses and flats

The lights are
not working;
there must be
a power cut.

Oh no! The bathroom’é flooded!
Get a mop, quick! /'fladid/

The door-handle’s

come off.

The washing
machine broke
down the other day.
I’ll have to do the
laundry by hand.

Oh dear! This chair’s broken.
I wonder how that happened.

This pipe’s leaking. ,
I’'m sorry, your cup’s chipped.

She twisted her ankle I cut my finger while I was I bumped/banged my head
coming down the stairs. slicing potatoes. [broken on the cupboard door and
skin with blood coming out] got a bruise. /bru:z/

Sharon fell down and grazed her knee this morning. [red with broken skin, but no blood]
Graze, cut and bruise can be used as verbs or as countable nouns.

— Other everyday problems

I've mislaid Bob’s letter. Have you seen it anywhere? [put it somewhere and can’t find it]

She spilt some coffee on the carpet. I hope it doesn’t stain. [leave a permanent mark]

The sink is blocked. Have you been throwing the tea-leaves in there again? [the water will
not drain away]|

I’m afraid I’ve dented your car. ’m really sorry. I'll pay for the repairs. [bent the metal a
little bit by hitting something]

I've locked myself out. Can I use your phone to ring my wife?

The car won’t start. I hope it’s nothing serious. Perhaps the battery’s flat.

The kitchen clock’s slow/fast/stopped. What time d’you make it?
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Exercises

What do you think happened to make these people do/say what they did?
EXAMPLE We had to send for a plumber. Maybe a pipe was leaking/the bathoom was flooded.

I had to call out our local mechanic.

Our neighbours let us use their washing machine.

Don’t worry, it often does that; I’ll screw it back on.

Come here and T’ll put a plaster on it.

Luckily, that was all it was; the skin was broken a bit, but there was no blood.
How many batteries does it take? I’ll get some for you.

I don’t know where you’ve put them. Try the bedside table.

NN A b W=

Odd one out. Which of the three words is the odd one out in each case?
EXAMPLE spill flood chip dhip the other two invalve liquids

1 break down smash break 3 leak come off chip
2 runout stain stop 4 cut bruise flood

What would you do if ...

1 you mislaid your credit card? 4 your dishwasher broke down?
2 you noticed your guest’s glass was chipped? 5 you bruised your forehead?
3 one of your coat-buttons came off? 6 your watch was slow?

Here is a matrix. There are the names of things and things that can go wrong with them.
Not all of the words are on the left-hand page. Use a dictionary for any you are not sure
of. Put a tick (v') for things that most typically go together, as in the example.

cake-tin vase elbow clock moped sink

banged

cracked

broken down

dented

stopped v
blocked

Complete these sentences using words and phrases from the opposite page.
EXAMPLE We had to use candles because ... thee was a power wt.

1 Ididn’t look where I was going as I walked through the low doorway and ...
2 The wind blew the door shut and I realised I’d ...

3 I would ring her but 'm afraid I’ve ...

4 1 can’t take a photo, my camera’s ...

5 1 tried to run over the rocks but I ...
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injure /'tnd3o/
[people],
damage
/'demrdz/
[things]:

200 people
were injured.
Buildings were
damaged.

Global problems

Disasters/tragedies

earthquakes famine /'faemin/ [no food]
[the earth moves/trembles] / T
drought /draut/ [no rain] B / o ecidents
explosions [e.g. a bomb] 1 st 6.8, 3 plang crash]
hurricanes/tornadoes /to"neldsuz/ pldemlcs |diseases affecting
typhoons [violent winds / storms] large numbers of people]
volcanoes /vpl'kemouz/ [hot liquid war / civil war [civil war is war
rock and gases pour from a mountain] between people of the same country]

Disasters not caused by human beings can be called natural disasters.

Verbs connected with these words

A volcano has erupted in Indonesia. Hundreds are feared dead. The flu epidemic
spread rapidly throughout the country. Millions are starving as a result of the famine.
A big earthquake shook the city at noon today. The area is suffering its worst drought
for many years. Civil war has broken out in the north of the country. A tornado
swept through the islands yesterday.

Words for people involved in disasters/tragedies

The explosion resulted in 300 casualties. /'kz30lti:z/ [dead and injured people]

The real victims of civil war are children left without parents. [those who suffer the results]

There were only three survivors /sa'vaivoz/. All the other passengers were reported dead.
[people who live through a disaster]

Thousands of refugees /refju'dziiz/ have crossed the border looking for food and shelter.

During the battle, the dead and wounded /'wu:indid/ were flown out in helicopters.
[wounded: injured in a battle / by a weapon]

Headlines

Here are some headlines from newspapers all connected with diseases and epidemics.
Explanations are given.

out of

control in many |
parts of Asia

/'kpolara/ /'torford/

R —— diseases causin
injections not needed sidkness, diarhoea eft.;
Sys Tour ism Minister | aus0d often by infocked
g : food and water

['re1biiz/ disease
wan be caused
bite from a dog,
fox, ete: very

Serious

R

/ma'lear1a/ usuall tmgm/

tropical disease;
buavse of masquito bifes

skin goes Jeﬂaw

acquired imeune deficiendy
8/\0‘&’!\/\&, oﬁ'e/\ waused @
sexual contact or contack
with contaminated blood

unit Minister says fight
to be opened this

month

/"leprosy/ terible
skin disease; leades / against
the skin dL{:orrv\.w( goes on

G y
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Exercises

What type of disaster from the list in A opposite are these sentences about? Why?
EXAMPLE The lava flow destroyed three villages. volcans; lava is the hot ks and metal

The earth is cracked and vegetation has withered.

The tremor struck at 3.35 p.m. local time.

People had boarded up shops and houses during the day before, and stayed indoors.
Shelling and mortar fire could be heard all over the town.

Witnesses said they saw a fire-ball fall out of the sky.

People had to stay in the upper floors and sometimes on the roofs of their homes.

AN bW =

Complete the missing items in this word-class table, using a dictionary if necessary. Where
there is a dash (=), you do not need to write anything.

verb noun: thing or idea noun: person

injure
starve
erupt

In these headlines, say whether the situation seems to be getting worse or better, or
whether a disaster has happened or has been avoided/prevented.

OIL SLICK |
RECEDES

All survive jumbo |
emergency landing

g

Poison gas
cloud spreads ¢

AIDS time-bomb

| , Flood warnings
ticking away | o

not heeded in time

POLICE DEFUSE  (
' TERRORIST BOMB |

o

Fill the gaps with a suitable word from B opposite. Try to work from memory.

1 Another 50 people died today, all ........cccocoueueccee. of the famine.

2 The government agreed to allow 3,000 war ........c.c.......... to enter the country.

3 It was the worst road accident the country has ever seen, with over 120 .........ccccoooreveeee..
4 A: Were there any .......ccocooeveeeeeene.. when the ship sank? B: I'm afraid not.

FRTHE Ldiit s shoneniiain and ..o were left lying on the battlefield; it was a disgrace.

Which diseases are we talking about? Try to do this from memory.

1 One that can be caused by a mosquito bite.
2 One that leaves the skin badly deformed.

3 One you can get by drinking infected water.
4 One you can get from an animal bite.

5 One that makes the skin go yellow.

Do people get any of these diseases in your country?

Follow-up: Look atfan,Enin§hyl,ahguage newspaper and see how many of the global p’robléﬁlsg,
mentioned in this unit are reported. Cut out any articles you find, and make a list of the vocabulary for
each topic in your notebook.
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- Stages in a person’s education

Here are some names that are used to describe the different types of education in Britain.

play school/group pre-school mostly play with some early learning

nursery school /'n3:sr1/ (2-5 years old)

infant school primary basic reading, writing, arithmetic, art, etc.
junior school (5/6—12/13)

comprehensive school secondary wide range of subjects in arts and sciences

or grammar school (12/13-16/18) and technical areas

sixth form college (16—18)

college or university further/higher (18+) | degrees/diplomas in specialised academic areas

Comprehensive schools in the UK are open to all and are for all abilities. You can only
get into a grammar school by competitive entry (an exam). Public schools in the UK are
very famous private schools. Colleges include teacher-training colleges, technical colleges
and general colleges of further education.

- Exams and qualifications

take/do/sit an exam resit an exam (take it again because you did badly first time)

pass (get the minimum grade or more) / do well in (get a high grade) an exam fail (you
do not get the minimum grade) / do badly in (you fail, or don’t do as well as expected / as
well as you wanted) an exam '

Before an exam it’s a good idea to revise for it. If you skip classes/lectures, you’ll probably
do badly in the exam. [informal; miss deliberately]

Some schools give pupils tests regularly to check their progress. The school-leaving exams
are held in May/June. In England, these are called GCSEs (age 16) and A-levels (age 18).
In some schools, colleges and universities, instead of tests and exams there is continuous
assessment with marks, e.g. 65%, or grades, e.g. A, B+, for essays and projects during the
term. If you pass your university exams, you graduate /'greedzuert/ (get a degree), then
you’re a graduate /'graed3zuot/ and you may want to go on to a post-graduate course.

Talking about education

In colleges and universities, there are usually lectures (large classes listening to the teacher
and taking notes), seminars (10-20 students actively taking part in discussion etc.) and
tutorials (one student or a small group, working closely with a teacher).

A professor is a senior university academic who is a well-known specialist in his/her
subject. University and college teachers are usually called lecturers or tutors.

Asking somebody about their country’s education system.

What age do children start school at?
What’s the school-leaving age?

Are there evening classes for adults?

Do you have state and private universities?
Do students get grants for further education?
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Exercises

Fill the gaps in this life story of a British woman.

At 5, Nelly Dawes went straight to ............ (1) school because there were very few
............. (2) schools for younger children in those days. When she was ready to go on
to secondary school, she passed an exam and so got into her local ............ ) school.
Nowadays her own children don’t do that exam, since most children goto a

............. ) school. She left school at 16 and did not go on to ...........5) education, but
she Works during the day, then goes to ............ ....... ... at the local school once a
week to learn French. She would like to take up her education again more seriously,
if she could get a ............. (7) or scholarship from the government. Her ambition is to
B O dnbiichidiissessaiors sessasproeses ) and become a school-teacher.

Correct the mis-collocations in these sentences.

O LN W -

I can’t come out. I’'m studying. I’'m passing an examination tomorrow.
Congratulations! I hear you succeeded your examination!

You can study a lot of different careers at this university.

I got some good notes in my continuous assessment this term.

She’s a professor in a primary school.

He gave an interesting 45-minute conference on Goethe.

She got a degree in personnel management from a private college.

When I was 12, we started having French seminars at school, and I fell in love with the

~ language.

What questions could you ask to get these answers?

1
2

O 0 ] O\ L b

No, they have to finance their own studies.

There isn’t much difference; it’s just that one gets money from the government and the
courses are free, the other depends on fee-paying students.

Well, they learn one or two things, like recognising a few numbers, but most of the time
they just play.

Because I wanted to be a teacher, no other reason.

It’s sixteen, but a lot of kids stay on until eighteen.

I’'ve been revising/studying for an exam.

No, ours are given in grades, you know, B+, C, A, that sort of thing.

No, I was ill. T didn’t miss it deliberately.

They are exams taken in England at 18 years old, which you need in order to get into
university.

Make a table for the various stages and types of education in your country, like the table
in A opposite. How does it compare with the UK system and with the system in other
countries represented in your class or that you know of? Is it possible to find satisfactory
English translations for all the different aspects of education in your country?

Follow-up: The education system in the USA is a bit different from in the UK. Flnd out what the
following terms mean in the US education system.

high-school college sophomore graduate school
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Some job-titles are found in a wide range of different workplaces. The broad meanings are
given here. The right-hand page exercises will help you work out more precise meanings.

director (member of the board of a company) executive /1g'zekjot1v/ (important
person who makes big decisions) administrator (person who runs the office day-to-
day) clerk /kla:k/ (ordinary office worker) skilled worker (trained to do specific
tasks, e.g. building a computer) unskilled worker (doing a job that needs no training)
labourer (does hard, physical work) receptionist (visitors must check in with them)
public relations officer (gives information to the press, TV, etc. about the company)
safety officer (makes sure machines, etc. are not dangerous to use) security officer
(makes sure thieves/criminals cannot enter) union representative (looks after the staff’s
interests) economist (expert in financial matters) personnel officer (takes care of
administration for new and existing employees) sales assistant (sells goods to the
public) education officer (organises training, classes, etc. for employees) research-
worker (investigates and develops new products) supervisor (makes sure workers are
doing their job properly)

Here are some professions (jobs that require considerable training and/or qualifications)
and trades (skilled manual jobs requiring on-the-job and other training).

lawyer dentist hairdresser mechanic architect /'arkitekt/ priest
farmer vet librarian physiotherapist /fiziou'6erapist/ child-minder
police officer accountant engineer scientist chef /[et/ firefighter
civil servant tailor/dressmaker designer builder carpenter plumber

Collocations of words connected with work

It’s not easy to get/find work round these parts. I've been offered work / a job in Paris.
What d’you do for a living? I’'m in publishing/banking, etc.

It’s hard to make a living as a freelance writer. [earn enough money to live comfortably]
She’s not prepared to take on that job. [suggests ‘having personal responsibility’}”

to do shift-work or to work shifts [nights one week, days the next week]
to be on flexi-time [flexible working hours] } hours of work
to work nine-to-five [regular day work]

to go/be on strike [industrial dispute] "
to get the sack [thrown out of your job]
to be fired [more formal than ‘get the sack’; often used as a direct
address: “You’re fired!’]
to be made redundant [thrown out, no longer needed]
to be laid off [more informal than ‘made redundant’] + not working
to give up work [e.g. in order to study]
to be on / take maternity (woman) or paternity (man) leave
[before/after the birth of a baby]
to be on / take sick leave [illness]
to take early retirement [retire at 55]

to be a workaholic [love work too much] }

other useful

to be promoted [get a higher position] cxiE W o

to apply for a job [fill in forms, etc.]
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Exercises

44.1 Which of the job-titles in A opposite would best describe the following?

1 The person who represents the workers” interests in disputes with the management in
a factory.

A person who has a high (but not the highest) position in a company and whose job it
is to make important decisions.

An important person in a company who sits on the board.

A worker whose job requires no special training, for example, an office cleaner.

A person generally in charge of the day-to-day organisation of a company/department.
The person who makes sure there are no risks of accidents from machinery, etc.

A person whose job it is to keep an eye on the day-to-day work of other workers.

A person who does hard physical work.

The person who handles applications for vacant posts.

10 The person who gives out information to the press for a company.

11 The person who makes sure all the doors and windows have good locks on them.

12 The person you first speak to when you arrive at a company as a visitor.

[\

O O\ L W

44.2 Using the expressions in C opposite, say what you think has happened / is happening.
EXAMPLE I’m not working now; the baby’s due in 3 weeks. Jne’s on maternity leave.

I lost my job. They had to make cutbacks.

He’s enjoying life on a pension, although he’s only 58.
One week it’s six-to-two, the next it’s nights.

They’ve made her General Manager as from next month!
I was late so often, I lost my job.

I get in at nine o’clock and go home at five.

Your trouble is you are obsessed with work!

NN LA W -

44.3 Whose job do these things belong to?
EXAMPLE bucket ladder leather window deanes

1 board overhead projector chalk 4 make-up script microphone
2 scalpel mask forceps /'foiseps/ S tractor plough barn
3 fax machine filing cabinet stapler 6 sewing machine scissors needle

44.4 Would you call the following a trade, a profession or an unskilled job?

1 vet 3 plumber 5 electrician 7 cleaner 9 refuse collector /'refjurz/
2 chef 4 architect 6 dressmaker 8 tailor 10 lawyer

44.5 Fill in the collocations.

I'd love to ........... () a job in journalism, but it’s not easy without qualifications.
Since I have to earn a ........... 2) somehow, I'll have to get ............ ) wherever I can
find it. Pve been ............. (4) some part-time work editing a typescript for a book, but
I'm not sure I want to ........... - T, &l

44.6 Think of five people you know who work for a living. Can you name their jobs in
English? If you cannot, look them up in a good bilingual dictionary, or in a thesaurus.
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Some sports whose names you may not know

hang-gliding

show-jumping fencing snooker/pool/billiards motor-racing archér;'

/'biljodz/
— Equipment - what you hold in your hand
golf — club squash/tennis/badminton — racket darts — dart archery — bow
cricket/table-tennis/baseball — bat (ice) hockey — stick snooker/pool/billiards — cue
canoeing — paddle rowing — oar fishing — rod/line

— Athletics — some field events

discus javelin high-jump 3 long-jump pole-vault

/'jevhin/ /'paul volt/

She’s a great sprinter [fast over short distances]. She’s running the final leg in the relay.
I hope no-one drops the baton.

He’s a great long-distance runner. [e.g. 5000 metres, marathon]

Jogging round the park every Saturday’s enough for me. It keeps me fairly fit.

- Verbs and their collocations in the context of sport

Our team won/lost by three goals/points.

She broke the Olympic record last year.

He holds the record for the 100 metres breast-stroke.
Liverpool beat Hamburg 4-2 yesterday.

The team have never been defeated. [more formal than beat]
How many goals/points have you scored this season?

I think I’ll take up bowling next spring and give up golf.

_ People who do particular sports

-er can be used for many sports, e.g. footballer, swimmer, windsurfer, high-jumper,
cricketer, golfer, etc. Player is often necessary, e.g. tennis-player, snooker-player, darts-
player, and we can also say football-player, cricket-player. Some names must be learnt
separately, e.g. canoeist, mountaineer, jockey, archer (n(\)t archerer), gymnast.
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45.1 Which of the sports opposite are these people probably talking about?

1 The ball has a natural curve on it so it doesn’t go in a straight line on the ground. You
have to aim away from the centre of the pins.

Provided it’s not too windy at the top, there’s no problem.

It is incredibly noisy, fast and dangerous, but it’s really exciting to watch.

You have to jump over a series of different jumps without knocking the posts off.

It’s all a matter of balance really. But sometimes you can’t help falling in the water.
You need a good eye and a lot of concentration, especially to hit the centre of the
board.

AN bW

45.2 Name one other piece of equipment necessary to play these sports apart from the item
given, as in the example. What special clothing, if any, is worn for each sport?

EXAMPLE golf: clubs, ...0alls..

ATCRETY: DOW, oottt sttt
BaAdMINTON: TACKEL, ..viiiviieee e s s se s seeen s eeen
IOCKEYTISEICIES suivrsssncossrssorstinssn s eiSor esioesiinssn i s Sussvish e aeigest vk o VSRS RS oA A SRS ERRhn S5Fmma
baseball: bat,

ATES: AATTS, cooveiiieieciece et seeneen
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45.3 Fill the gaps with suitable verbs.

1. Wete;:many records wasaswmsss at the Olympics?

2 RNeve DEEN. ..c.ciiusinusinmsinsis so many times we deserve to be bottom of the league!
3 Congratulations! How many points did you ........c..ccco.eene.... by?

4 You should ... jogging. That would help you lose weight.

5 Who o the world record for the 1000 metres? Is it a Russian?

6 1 only ever ONge wwcansummns a goal, and that was sheer luck.

45.4 What do you call a person who ...?

1 does the long-jump? a long—Jumper S does gymnastics?

2 rides horses in races? 6 plays hockey?

3 drives cars in races? 7 plays football?

4 throws the discus/javelin? 8 does the pole-vault?

45.5 Make sure you know which sports these places are associated with, as in the example.
@ Use a dictionary if necessary.

1 court fennis, squash, efc. 5 rink
2 course 6 alley
3 ring 7 piste
4 pitch

Follow-up: Look at the sports page of one or two newspapers (either in Erglish or in your own
language). Are there any sports mentioned not listed in A opposite? If so, what are their English names?
Use a bilingual dictionary if necessary. Make sure you know the English names for any sport you do, any
equipment and clothing you use to do it, and the place where you do it. Use a dictionary if necessary.
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The arts

Things which generally come under the heading of ‘the arts’

blographles theatre
novels dance

LITERATURE r PERFORMING cinema
ARTS
\ ballet

opera, concerts classical/rock/
country and western

\

sculpture ceramics (making pots,
bowls, etc.) /sa'reemiks/

short stories

drama
poetry

FINE ART(s)

painting architecture

The arts (plural) covers everything in the network. Art [singular, uncountable] usually
means fine art, but can also refer to technique and creativity.

Have you read the arts page in the paper today? [that part of the newspaper that deals
with all the things in the network]

She’s a great art lover. [loves painting and sculpture]

Shakespeare was skilled in the art of poetry. [creative ability]

Dance usually refers to modern artistic dance forms: ballet /'baler/ usually has a more
traditional feel, unless we say modern ballet. Remember: a novel is a long story, e.g.
200-300 pages; a piece of short prose fiction, e.g. 10 pages, is a short story.

Use of the definite article
When we refer to a performing art in general, we can leave out the definite article.

Are you interested in (the) cinema/ballet/opera/theatre?
But: Would you like to come to the cinema/ballet/opera/theatre with us next week?
[particular performance]

Describing a performance

We went to see a new production of Hamlet last night. The sets!!) were incredibly realistic
and the costumes?) were wonderful. It was a good cast®) and I thought the direction®)
was excellent. Anthony O’Donnell gave a marvellous performance®). It got rave reviews(®)
in the papers today.

Mscenery, buildings, furniture on the stage or in a studio; *clothes the actors wear on stage; ) all the actors in if;
#the way the director had organised the performance; Fand (6 note these typical collocations; (6) means ‘got very
enthusiastic comments’

Words connected with events in the arts

There’s an exhibition of paintings by Manet on in London.

They’re going to publish a new edition of the works of Cervantes next year.
The Opera Society are doing a performance of Don Giovanni.

Our local cinema’s showing Titanic next week.

Note: What’s on at the cinema/theatre, etc. next week? (note the two prepositions)
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Which branch of the arts do you think these people are talking about?
EXAMPLE It was a strong cast but the play itself is weak. Theatre

It’s called Peace. It stands in the main square.

Animation doesn’t have to be just Disney, you know.

It was just pure movement, with very exciting rhythms.

It doesn’t have to rhyme to be good.

Oils to me don’t have the delicacy of water-colours.

Her design for the new city hall won an award.

I like to read them and imagine what they’d be like on stage.

The first chapter was boring but it got better later.

I was falling asleep by the second act.

Overall, the performance was good, though the tenor wasn’t at his best.

SOOI Li AW =
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Definite article or not? Fill the gap with #he if necessary.

1 The government doesn’t give enough money to ............ arts.

2 She’s got a diploma in ............. dance from the Performing Arts Academy.

3 Tve got some tickets for ............ ballet. Interested?

4 art of writing a short story is to interest the reader from the very first line.
5 ITcan’t stand ... modern poetry; it’s so pretentious.

6 [ was no good at ............. art at school. What about you?

Each one of these sentences contains a mistake of usage of words connected with the arts.
Find the mistake and correct it. You may need a dictionary.

EXAMPLE The scene at this theatre projects right out into the audience.
not ‘swne” bot ‘5%50,’ (the place where the adtors perform)

1 What’s the name of the editorial of that book you recommended? Was it Cambridge
University Press?

2 ‘T wandered lonely as a cloud’ is my favourite verse of English poetry.

3 He’s a very famous sculpture; he did that statue in the park, you know, the one with the
soldiers.

4 Most of the novels in this collection are only five or six pages long. They’re great for
reading on short journeys.

5 There’s an exposition of ceramic at the museum next week.

6 The sceneries are excellent in that new production of Macbeth, so dark and mysterious.

7 What’s in the Opera House next week? Anything interesting?

Ask questions for which these remarks would be suitable answers.
EXAMPLE It’s an oil on canvas. What sot of painting is i’

1 Yes, it got rave reviews.

2 No, I'm not really a concert-goer, but thanks anyway.

3 Obh, there are some beautiful old buildings and some ugly new ones.
4 The cast were fine, but the direction was weak.

5 A new Hungarian film; fancy going to see it?

Follow-up: Make sure you can name all the parts of a typical theatre in English. A picture-dictionary
might help you. :
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Music

Buying music

Many people now buy music on CD though
some people prefer tapes (audio cassettes).

album [a recording of a selection of
songs/tracks/pieces of music on a CD or cassette]
hit singles [best selling songs issued individually]
lead singer [main singer in a band]

backing [the group providing the background
music/vocals for the song]

Types of music

Music can be described in terms of the instrument(s) playing it: piano music, guitar music,
big band music, instrumental music [instruments only with no vocals (voices, singing)],
electronic music [played by a synthesiser], orchestral music.

country and western
[a style of US music
based on western and
southern folk music]

chamber music
[written for a small group
of orchestral instruments]

blues classical

heavy metal folk [traditional] jazz soul pop

The dinner was lovely, but the background music was just too loud. We couldn’t talk.

It’s difficult to concentrate on work when there’s dance music playing.

The soundtrack of that film is fantastic. I think it won an Oscar. [music for a film]

I don’t really like restaurants where they play muzak. [recorded, light music played
continuously in public places; you can also say canned music or piped music]

Music can be described in terms of its period or place of origin: -

contemporary / modern / 20th century / sixties / Irish / Indian music

Other adjectives used to describe music
loud

soothing

innovative
modern

rousing soft sweet
relaxing peaceful

deafening
tuneful

recorded
discordant

live /larv/
tuneless

Things you do with music

She plays the piano very well, but she doesn’t read music. She’s got a good ear. [informal]

She can pick out any tune on the piano. [informal] She doesn’t have to practise much at
all. She’s a natural. [informal]. She can play by ear.

He’s very musical. He wrote an arrangement of / arranged a Bach symphony for the band.

You can play a tune on an instrument or you can whistle [make a sound by pushing air
through your lips] or hum [sing with lips closed]. You can make music in lots of ways.

I’ve some new chords on the guitar [several harmonising notes played at the same time]

I have to practise my scales, but it’s boring. [sets of notes moving up and down in steps]
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Explain the difference between:

1
2
3

4 a hit and a single

What styles of music do you think the people below might be playing?
1 / 4

orchestral music and chamber music
country music and folk music
muzak and disco music

soothing music and discordant music

a track and an album
a CD and a cassette
a lead singer and a backing group

o N O\ \»n

2 3

Look at the adjectives in C opposite. Divide them into those that have positive
associations and those that have negative associations.

Find the words in Section D on the opposite page that fit in these sentences.

1

(O8]

~N N

I started to learn the piano when I was a kid but I always made a fuss when I was told

(o O P every day and eventually gave up.
If you don’t know the words of the song just .....cccccco.vrvunnne. along as the others sing.
My brother is learning the guitar and he can already play a few basic ........ccccccuencnne

A student opera singer lives in the flat next to mine and she spends hours practising
every day — not SoNgs, jUSt ......ccccoverrereennens I think I’ll have to move.
This music was originally written for the violin but it has been ............cccceeee. quite

successfully for the guitar.

Paul can play anything. He’s got a g00d ......coecevvvvnnrnnneee
I always know when the postman is there as I can hear him ..o, very tunefully.
In primary school young children practise ......cccccoecennenen. music with all sorts of different

things — even, say, with tins containing buttons.

Answer these questions about music.

1

(o) V% I ST\

o oo

Can you remember the name of the first single you ever bought? Who was it by?
Which songs are currently big hits in your country?

Which of the kinds of music listed in B on the opposite page do you particularly enjoy?
Are there any other kinds of music that are not listed that you like?

Are there any kinds of music listed that you dislike? Why do you dislike them?

Do you like to have background music while you are working? If so, what kind of
background music do you like?

Can you read music? Can you explain the basic system used for writing music?

Can you play any musical instruments and how well do you play them?

What musical instrument and what kind of music would you like to be able to play well
and why?

Follow-up: If possible, find a cassette or CD sleeve which has English on it. Note down any useful
vocabulary that it contains. 3
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Here are some types of meat. The animals they come from are given in brackets:

red meat: beef (cow), lamb (lamb), mutton (sheep), venison (deer)

white meat: veal (calf), pork, ham, bacon (pig), chicken (chicken), turkey (turkey)

Chicken, turkey and duck are sometimes referred to as poultry /'poultry/.

Fish: cod, hake, plaice, mackerel, herring, sardine, trout, salmon

Seafood: prawns, shrimps, crab, lobster, crayfish, squid, cockles, mussels, oysters

Vegetables: cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, spinach, cucumber, leeks, mushrooms,
courgettes /ko:'zetz/ (Am. Eng: zucchini), aubergines /'ouboziinz/ (Am. Eng: egg plants)

Spices: curry [a mixture of spices such as cumin, cardamom, coriander, paprika, turmeric,
ginger|, cinnamon, nutmeg

Herbs:

i

chives /t[atvz/ tarragon oregano /pr1'ga:nou/

Flavours and tastes — adjectives and some opposites (#)

sweet # bitter [sharp/unpleasant] sour [e.g. unripe fruit]

hot, spicy [e.g. curry] # mild bland [rather negative]

salty [a lot of salt] sugary [a lot of sugar] sickly [too much sugar]
savoury /'servor1/ [pleasant, slightly salty or with herbs]

tasty [has a good taste/flavour] # tasteless [no flavour at all]  delicious

General appearance, presentation and quality

These chips are terribly greasy /'gri:si/ / oily. [too much oil/fat]

This meat is over-cooked/overdone / under-cooked/underdone.

British cooking can be very stodgy. /'stodz1/ [heavy, hard to digest]

Mm, this chicken’s done to a turn. [just perfect, not overdone]

These pistachio nuts are terribly more-ish. [informal; you want to eat more]

Ways of cooking food - verbs

A O
' 7,’(‘: 2T

boil stir-fry

roast grill

Lamb chops are nice barbecued. /'ba:bakju:d/ [over hot coals, usually outdoors]
Have you seasoned the stew? /'sizzond/ [added herbs/spices/salt/pepper]

Courses and dishes

In the UK a meal in a restaurant would typically be three courses: a starter [light
snack/appetiser], a main course [the most important/substantial part of the meal], followed
by a dessert [sometimes called a sweet/pudding/afters, especially at home].
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Exercises

To learn long lists of words, it is sometimes helpful to divide them up into groups. Try
dividing the vegetable names into groups, in any way you like, e.g. ‘vegetables which grow
underground’ (potatoes, carrots etc.). If possible, compare your answers with someone
else’s. There are some words which are not given opposite. Use a dictionary if necessary.

aubergine  leek  cucumber  spinach  carrot  potato  cauliflower
green/red pepper  courgette  sweetcorn  lettuce  onion  rice pea cabbage
garlic  radish  bean  shallot  turnip  asparagus  beetroot  celery

Use the taste and flavour words opposite to describe the following.

1 Indian curry 5 a cup of tea with five spoonfuls of sugar
2 pizza 6 strong black coffee with no sugar
3 sea water 7 factory-made white bread

4 an unripe apple

Sort these dishes out under the headings starters, main courses or desserts.

chicken casserole coffee gateau fresh fruit salad sorbet Irish stew
paté and toast prawn cocktail rump steak chocolate fudge cake
grilled trout shrimps in garlic

What might you say to the person/people with you in a restaurant if ...

1 your chips had too much oil/fat on them?

2 your dish had obviously been cooked too much / too long?
3 your piece of meat was absolutely perfectly cooked?

4 your dish seemed to have no flavours at all?

How do you like the following foods prepared? Use words from D opposite and look up
others if necessary. What do you like to put on the foods from the list in the box?

a leg of chicken eggs potatoes cheese sausages
a fillet of cod prawns mushrooms
salt pepper vinegar mustard brown sauce ketchup
salad dressing oil mayonnaise lemon juice
Food quiz.
1 Which are fish and which are usually called seafood?
prawns sardines squid oysters mackerel mussels hake
crab plaice trout lobster cod sole whiting

2 What do we call the meat of these animals?
calf deer sheep (two names) pig (three names)

3 Which of these fruit grow in your country/region? Are there others not listed here?
peach  plum  grapefruit grape nectarine  star-fruit  blackcurrant
raspberry  strawberry  melon  lime  kiwi-fruit mango pear  pineapple

Follow-up: Make sure you can name or at least describe the most important foods of your
country or culture in English. Use a bilingual dictionary if necessary.
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